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ABSTRACT: 

This research focuses to evaluate the gap loopholes in the forensic field in proving cases dealing with child sexual abuse. 

It emphasises the challenges created by the systematic and cultural issues. From the systematic point of view, it explains 

the technical difficulties posed by our existing systems. on the other hand, it focuses on the issues posed by the  much 

patriarchal and conservative society of India which makes reporting of these cases very difficult. CSA is more rampant 

than any of us would like to believe. Studies indicate 34 percent of offenders are family members, 59 percent 

acquaintances. According to a population based study from 19 countries, only about half of victims had disclosed their 

abuse to anyone  In a review of sexual practices and offences in India, it was reported that during trials, alleged sexual 

offenders often say they were not aware that they committed an offence. Cultural norms affect the likelihood that CSA 

will be discovered by an adult or disclosed by a child. Cultural norms also affect whether abused children's families will 

report child sexual abuse to authorities. Cultural practices are no longer restricted to one geographical collection of people 

due to migratory influence, as these practices may also spread to different groups who intermingle. Understanding the 

concept of CSA continues to be a challenge in many cultures. Thus approaching a psychologist would be extremely 

difficult for many people and building rapture with the child would be evidently difficult due to the diversification and 

intensity of the case. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Child Sexual Abuse is a serious act of violation which includes sexual activity with a minor. A child is sexually 

abused when they are forced or persuaded to take part in sexual activities.  A child‘s consent does not justify 

this act of violation. The definition of child sexual abuse formulated by the 1999 WHO Consultation on Child 

Abuse Prevention (62) which stated that: ―Child sexual abuse is the involvement of a child in sexual activity 

that he or she does not fully comprehend, is unable to give informed consent to, or for which the child is not 

developmentally prepared and cannot give consent, or that violates the laws or social taboos of society. Child 

sexual abuse is evidenced by this activity between a child and an adult or another child who by age or 

development is in a relationship of responsibility, trust or power, the unorthodox activity being intended to 

gratify or satisfy the needs of the other person. This may include but is not limited to: — the inducement or 

coercion of a child to engage in any unlawful sexual activity; — the exploitative use of a child in prostitution or 

other unlawful sexual practices; — the exploitative use of children in pornographic performance and materials‖. 

Some forms of child sexual abuse include: 

● Exhibitionism, or exposing oneself to a minor 

● Fondling 
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● Intercourse 

● Masturbation in the presence of a minor or forcing the minor to masturbate 

● Obscene phone calls, text messages, or digital interaction 

● Producing, owning, or sharing pornographic images or movies of children 

● Sex of any kind with a minor, including vaginal, oral, or anal 

● Sex trafficking 

● Any other sexual conduct that is harmful to a child's mental, emotional, or physical welfare 

The effects of child sexual abuse can be devastating. It can affect the victim physically, emotionally and 

psychologically. In the short-term(up to two years), victims may exhibit regressive behaviors (e.g., thumb-

sucking and bed-wetting in younger children), sleep disturbances, eating problems, behavior and/or 

performance problems at school, and unwillingness to participate in school or social activities  

Longer-term effects may be wide-ranging, to include anxiety-related, depression, schizophrenia, 

depersonalization, PTSD, self-destructive behaviors such as alcoholism or drug abuse, anxiety attacks, and 

insomnia. 

Findings of a study by the Ministry of Women and Child Development in 2007 revealed that over 85 per cent of 

offenders were known to the victims — someone the victims trusted. 

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012, had been passed by the Lok Sabha on 22nd May, 

2012. The Bill was earlier passed by the Rajya Sabha on 10th May, 2012. The Protection of Children from 

Sexual Offences Act, 2012 has been drafted to strengthen the legal provisions for the protection of children 

from sexual abuse and exploitation. For the first time, a special law had been passed to address the issue of 

sexual offences against children. Sexual offences are currently covered under different sections of IPC. The IPC 

does not provide for all types of sexual offences against children and, more importantly, does not distinguish 

between adult and child victims. 
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II. ROLE OF EDUCATORS IN PREVENTING AND RESPONDING TO CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE: 

Education is an important institution in the process of socialization of a child. Various agencies of education 

such as schools, colleges, universities play a significant role in the development of a child. 

Children after the stage of early childhood spend a significant part of their time in schools . As a result teachers 

become their major source of inspiration. No matter how much accurate, age-appropriate information children 

are taught, most children who have been sexually abused can't and don't tell.                                                 

There are just too many pressures on them to keep silent. Adults must take responsibility to keep children safe. 

In this context, the term ‗educator‘ is meant to encompass it only the classroom teacher, but also the school 

personnel involved in  serving the child. Parents rely on teachers and child care providers to be knowledgeable 

about child development, behaviors and safety issues. A Parent/Guardian may not always be able to recognize 

when their child is showing concerning behavior. Therefore the educational institutions and the educators play a 

significant role in preventing, identifying, responding and reporting child sexual abuse cases. 

In this paper, we examine the roles that teachers, school counselors ,school social workers ,school nurses,  

special education professionals, administrators, and other school personnel have in helping maltreated children. 

The reasons why educators are involved in preventing and responding to child sexual abuse are related to: 

● Community efforts- Maintenance of peace and order in the society is the responsibility of every member 

of the society but there is an added responsibility to people in authoritative and influential posts. As 

educators who are a significant and influential part of the community and are also people in close 

contact to children and the youth, they are to be held responsible in putting efforts to prevent and 

responding to childsexual abuse. 

● Educational opportunities- the primary goal of educational system is to teach. To achieve this and to 

improve the ability of the children to learn, it is important to look into all aspects of development in a 

child. It is important to address issues that hinder the process of development such as negligence and 

child sexual abuse. Therefore, it is the responsibility of educators by profession, to prevent, address, 

respond and report cases of child sexual abuse. 

● Legal concerns- every state legally mandates that educators report suspected child abuse and  neglect. A 

mandated reporter is anyone required by law to report maltreatment to the designated state agency. In 

addition, almost every state levies a penalty against mandated reporter who choose not to report. States 

also provide immunity from civil liability and criminal penalty  for mandated reporters who report in 

good faith. 
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● Professional responsibilities- As adults in constant contact with children educators must be aware of 

issues surrounding physical contact with a child. It is important for educators to decipher between 

appropriate and inappropriate behaviour. Educators must not be hesitant with normal touching as it is a 

positive reinforcement that they can give. It is also the responsibility of the educators to impart 

knowledge to children regarding the issues that a child might face and also handle it in accordance to 

their abilities. 

III. IRONICAL SITUATIONS WHEN THE EDUCATOR IS THE PERPETRATOR 

It is very ironical that educators who are the guiding lights to the youth and children are themselves the 

perpetrators. In these cases suspecting and finding the culprit is a challenging task as educators by 

profession are entitled to be involved with children. 

Case study:- 

1) a hearing impaired student studying in a reputed school for the deaf and aphasic was molested by the 

school's principal, aged 42 along with a teacher, aged 37. The victim had named six other students who 

had gone through the same horrible ordeal. According to an officer handling the case the student who 

had passed her SSLC said in her statement that the principal, under the pretext of giving her chocolates, 

would behave indecently and touch her inappropriately, while the teacher would show her obscene 

pictures. Later, both the accused were booked for molestation and under various sections of Prevention 

of Children from Sexual Offences Act. 

Difficulties that educators face in preventing and responding to child sexual abuse: 

● Dissent and lack of cooperation to disclose on the part of the family. 

● Opposition from management to disclose cases due to reputational concerns. 

● Lack of awareness 

● Political influence, economic advantage and threats by the perpetrators 

● Hesitance and lack of consent by the victim 

IV. FORENSIC, CULTURAL AND SYSTEMS ISSUES IN CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE CASES 

The term 'forensic‘ actually means 'relating to law and science, today with the lighting-speed advancement of 

forensic field, there are actually several processing techniques that could be used in revealing significant 

forensic evidence, which lead to crucial investigative leads. 
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Forensic psychology has played a vital role in the criminal justice field over the years is the intersection 

between psychology and the justice system. It involves understanding fundamental legal principles, particularly 

with regard to expert witness testimony and the specific content area of concern. Christopher Cronin, who has 

written a well-known textbook on forensic psychology, defines it as ―The application of clinical specialties to 

legal institutions and people who come into contact with the law.‖ According to the American Psychological 

Association (APA), forensic psychology is, ―is the application of clinical specialties to the legal arena‖ 

(APA).This practice leads to not only an investigation of the crime, but an investigation of the person behind it, 

too. Forensic psychology plays an important role in determining why a person committed a crime, and whether 

or not they can be charged for it. 

Forensic science also plays an important role in the field of criminal justice. A forensic scientist must be 

capable of integrating knowledge and skills in the examination, analysis, interpretation, reporting, and 

testimonial support of  evidence.   

Forensic issues 

The biological evidences obtained through forensic procedures help in proving the occurrence of sexual contact 

and the identification of the suspects biological evidence is considered as important evidence for legal proof  in 

courts of law. The proper handling procedures during selection, collection, packaging, labeling, storing and 

transportation of evidence to the laboratory are key steps to achieve final valid and reliable results. Negligence 

or faults in these procedures can lead to challenges in production of proof, evidence preservation (loss or  

contamination) and chain of custody. 

● Biological evidence- sexual abuse related cases require urgent forensic medical examination(FME), 

particularly in acute cases that is in cases where the elapsed time between the assault and FME is less 

than 72 hours, generality of cases. Despite some published protocols and guidelines few countries have 

officially adopted guidelines for evidence management. Even when guidelines are adopted they may 

vary with the same country, between different regions and different institutions. However it is important 

to standardize the FME for credibility of forensic practices, which are essential during judicial 

proceedings. 

● Forensic interviewing- skilful forensic interviews in child sexual abuse cases are extremely important in 

ensuring that victims and falsely accused individuals are protected and perpetrators are convicted 

● Cognitive interviewing- cognitive interview has been significantly used in forensic interviews involving 

child sexual abuse cases the cognitive interview was developed by Geiselman and colleague in 1980s 

for use with adult witnesses and victims. The techniques include mentally reconstructing the event, 
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reporting every detail of the event, recalling the event in different sequences and describing the event 

from various perspectives. In general, research has shown the cognitive interview to be effective in 

improving children's recall of events, although it appears to be more practical and effective with older 

children. 

● Memory can be divided into 3 categories: recognition memory, recall memory, and reconstructed 

memory. In general, recognition memory is the least complex form of memory: one need only recognize 

a single stimulus that he or she has had. Children as young as 3 years are fairly reliable at memory tasks 

that involve basic recognition of objects they have seen. By age 6 years, children can recognize a 

familiar face nearly as well as an adult. 

● Trauma of the child 

● There's no sufficient rapport time  

● Tampering of evidence  

● Uncooperative/Disobliging behaviour of the victim  

Cultural Issues  

In the process of evolution, man has evolved as a social being from a nomad to a civilized human being, which 

to societal life the mannerisms of man in relation to his way of life gave rise to culture. Culture includes 

traditions, customs, folkways, mores, beliefs, norms etc. 

Sir Edward B Tylor (1871) defined ―it is that complex whole which includes knowledge, beliefs, arts, morals, 

law, customs and any other capabilities and habits acquired by a human as a member of the society.‖ 

Dealing with child sexual abuse remains to be a challenging task in many cultures. The level of openness is 

influenced by sensitivity attached to CSA and the overall effect on the family unit. In less open societies like 

china victims may not volunteer information on abuse for cultural reasons(both altruistic and self-protection). 

Invasion of sexual privacy is due to inadequate education and information is often obtained from reluctant 

sources which are influenced by cultural implication of the disclosure. Child abuse procedure in jordan is 

reported to be initiated only when there is death or severe damage. 

In a review of medico-legal cases, 44.4% of victims said they will only confess to abuse if pressured by parents 

because of shame associated with reporting. When Asian families were compared to non-Asian families, it was 

reported that Asian primary caretakers were less likely to report abuse when compared to white, black and 

Hispanic caretakers. 
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● Prejudice and stereotypes of society- prejudice and stereotypes due to their irrational nature act as a 

misguiding force in addressing crimes and the attitude of the people towards the victims of crime.In an 

anecdotal report, Tanzanian women alleged that traditional witch doctors advised men looking for 

wealth to have sexual intercourse with virgin girl . This same practice is extended to the ―cure‖ of 

acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS), by having sex with virgins. This was said to be 

responsible for the rape of about 60 children per day in South Africa according to unofficial reports. 

●  Fear of social isolation- In certain cultures the concept of sexuality is not a matter of open discussion. 

Therefore, without much insight into the unfortunate act of sexual abuse, often the victim is condemned, 

isolated and discriminated. This is often found in patriarchal society.  

● Lack of support from family 

● More sympathy than empathy   

System Issues 

These include ambiguous allegations in the absence of disclosure; models for clinical as well as forensic 

decision making when cases remain inconclusive following evaluation of CSA; a focus on understanding CSA 

allegations in children with physical, cognitive and sensory disabilities and very young children with risk 

factors; and expanding evaluation models to include data collection and synthesis beyond the child's word. 

Other systems issues include child-to-child sexual abuse, especially when the initiators are young children, 

often underage 12, such children maybe least likely to be prosecuted as perpetrators and may themselves be 

victims or engaging in sexualized behaviour related to factors other than a history of sexual victimization  

 

Corruption in the system and prolonged justice are the other few factors that influence system issues 

V. INITIATIVES AND SUGGESTIONS 

● According to UNESCO 2009, the primary goal of sexuality education is the equip young people with 

the knowledge, skills and values to make responsible choices about their sexual and social relations. 

Sexuality education can provide an appropriate forum to educate children about identifying, addressing, 

preventing and reporting sexual abuse. 

● Reformative punishments- We as a nation must ensure that perpetrators are not just imprisoned to 

prevent them from the society but also to reform them and rehabilitate them as useful and productive 

members of the societies. 
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● Educational Institutions must be given license to be a part of educational system only if they can 

strongly support the development of children by the employment of child psychologists. 

● People in authority and the administrative system like police officers, defence officials, lawyers, 

psychologists etc. must be given opportunities to interact, empower and build friendly yet professional 

relations with children and youth to make reporting of issues that children face more easy and efficient. 

● Reforms, policies and laws to prevent and respond child sexual abuse and various other criminal and 

civil issues should be made a part of the curriculum not just to students pursuing the fields related to 

social sciences but also to students of all other fields as this is a social threat and of public importance. 
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