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Stepping up Environment Rights through  
Gezi Park Protests 
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ABSTRACT 

What occurs when a prime minister portrays a momentous demonstration as a plot outside? 

The response of the Turkish government to the Gezi Park demonstrations, a response based 

on a conspiracy theory of an' exchange rate lobby, offers a rare example for investigating 

the impact of conspiracy theories on major protests.  Building on quantitative and 

qualitative material review of the reactions of internet consumers to the conspiracy theories 

of the government, I analyze the socio-political importance of this hoax language. The 

results indicate that (1) internet users ' previous political opinions forecast their reactions 

to conspiracy theories, and (2) The users ' remarks based on their policy views.  These 

indicate that citizens continue to view the conspiracy theories in accordance with their 

personal beliefs and desires, and subsequently that the theory frames of the government 

about the protests seem to have led to the democratic instability by reinforcing the rift 

between supporters and opponents of the Justice and Development Party (AKP) 

 

The first two decades of the 21st century saw popular protests spread to cities all around the 

world. Mass mobilisation has had a tremendous effect on both official politics and broader 

society, and agitation has become the mode of democratic speech to which millions of citizens 

shift.2019 ended with demonstrations on a global scale, most prominently in Latin America, 

the Middle East and North Africa, Hong Kong and all over India, which recently flaunted the 

Citizenship Reform Act of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. In certain instances there are clear 

demonstrations against economic legislation, or legislative amendments that endanger civil 

liberties. And some they are against indifference over the global issue, already propelled and 

hundreds of countries by a wave of youth new to politics. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Which started as a minor rally against proposals to bulldoze trees at Taksim Gezi Park in 

Istanbul to build a shopping center transformed into something far bigger. Such demonstrations 

ended up being against freedom of the press and speech, the need for fair elections, and about 

government interference into the country's secularism. Those marches and cycles of civil strife 
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have been a reaction to violent police repression of a nonviolent sit-in opposing the community 

planning program for almost three months throughout 2013. Up to 22 people have been killed 

and thousands more wounded, but proposals to rebuild the site have been tossed out.On 28 

May 2013 a series of protests and civil strife erupted in Turkey, originally contesting the 

sustainable planning proposal for Taksim Gezi Park in Istanbul. The demonstrations were 

triggered by indignation at the violent removal of a sit-in at the park opposing the initiative. 

Thereafter, marches and strikes were joined across Turkey, addressing a broad variety of 

grievances at the root of which were questions of freedom of the press, of speech, assembly, 

and the government's repression of Turkey's secularism. Despite no formal authority outside 

the informal group coordinating the first environmental demonstration, the demonstrations 

were associated with the Occupy movement and the events of May 1968.Mass media played a 

key role in the demonstrations, not least because much of the Turkish networks played down 

the demonstrations, particularly in the early stages. It is reported that three and a half million 

people took an active part in approximately 5,000 protests in Turkey related to the initial Gezi 

Park rally. Twenty-two people have been killed and more than 8,000 were wounded, many of 

them seriously. 

II. DUE COURSE: 

Since law enforcement removed from Taksim Square on 1 June, the sit-in at Taksim Gezi Park 

was revived and transformed into a protest site, with thousands of demonstrators in tents, 

organising the libraries, medical facility, food distribution and their own media. After the riot 

police cleared the Gezi Park camp on June 15th, demonstrators started to gather in other parks 

across Turkey and held public gatherings to find paths ahead with the demonstrations. On June 

2nd, Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan mocked the protestors as "a few looters." 

More than 3,000 arrests were made, in addition to the 11 fatalities and more than 8,000 

wounds.Several foreign governments and international bodies have condemned the 

disproportionate use of force by police and the perceived lack of policy interaction with the 

demonstrators. 

The range of demonstrators was characterized as broad, covering both right-and left-

individuals. Their grievances ranged from the original various environmental concerns to 

problems such as Recep Tayyip Erdoğan's authoritarianism, alcohol curbs, a recent row about 

kissing in public, and the war in Syria.Most people on Twitter have modified their profile name 

and then used çapulcu. According to multiple observers, the demonstrations became the most 
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daunting activities in decades for Erdoğan's ten-year tenure and the most important public 

disquiet. 

III. IMPACT: 

Protest marches have been taking place in Mersin, the city that was to host the 2013 

Mediterranean Games since the start of the demonstrations. Because Erdoğan was expected to 

appear at the games opening ceremony, hope was raised that demonstrators might use the 

chance to undermine the government. Only 15 minutes after the seats went on sale online, they 

were all marketed to an unknown bidder and seemingly circulated to various AKP groups. 

Coupled with a nearby games protest, this means the venue was mostly nearly vacant. Riot 

police stopped demonstrators from entering the arena, and ejected them from The night before 

the match, Mersin's Peace Park. It used tear gas, water cannons and tasers against 

demonstrators. 

Several controversies involving the games included: eight Turkish weight lifters discovered to 

have performance-enhancing substances in their blood and eventually suspended And a vehicle 

belonging to the Games organisation containing staff and competitors being spotted in front of 

a Mersin brothel.Istanbul Mayor Kadir Topbaş gave a press conference conveying worries that 

the actions of the police would hinder Istanbul's bid to host the 2020 Summer Olympics.On 3 

June, the share market in Istanbul suffered a fall of 10.5 percent in a single day. The decrease 

in the BIST 100 index was the sharpest since August 2011, and the yield on two-year lira bonds 

increased 71 basis points to 6.78 percent, the highest rise since 2005. To hold the exchange rate 

running, Turkish central bank had to sell out and purchase Turkish lira's. Next 11 funds have 

fell due to the opposing views on independence and democracy of the Turkish Prime Minister 

On 6 June, PM Erdoğan said the preparations for reconstruction will proceed amid the protests. 

The Turkish financial markets dropped 5 per cent immediately after the comments were 

published.Rating agency Moody's warned Turkey on 11 June that continued demonstrations 

would result in major credit losses, causing "Istanbul's main share index" to plunge by an 

additional 1.7%. On 25 June 2013 EU foreign ministers supported Germany's plan to delay 

more EU membership talks with Turkey for around four months due to the government's 

handling of demonstrations. In comments on Turkey's potential membership in early June, 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel did not discuss the consensus plan, but stated that Turkey 

would make improvements in its ties with Cyprus, a member of the EU, in order to give its 

leaders an impetus 
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IV. CONCLUSION: 

While the AKP sympathizers appeared to believe in the conspiratorial language of the 

government, almost all of the AKP critics in the study doubted the conspiracy theory's veracity. 

In contrast, the qualitative study suggests that the remarks provided by internet users regarding 

the government's account were full of their political opinions on the AKP. Much of the 

comments represented the online users ' political orientations, whose rationales for rejection or 

approval sometimes depended on their understanding of the AKP. Finally, the essay 

emphasizes the role of societal priorities and principles in considering conspiracy theories ' 

socio-political effects.His input offers valuable insights into the social struggles and democratic 

literature in Turkey and beyond. Throughout the first case, participants in the survey viewed 

conspiracy theories in accordance with their political orientations. The traditional and cultural 

viewpoints, which perceive conspiracy theory as either intellectual disorder or different forms 

of thought, are persuaded by the assumption that government leaders deliberately dismiss, 

embrace and control conspiracy theories in accordance with their legitimacy.In other terms, 

this research goes beyond the distinction between traditional and modern viewpoints and drives 

forward the debate by demonstrating that conspiratorial thought can not be classified 

exclusively as fringe theories or radical reasoning in the face of accelerated social change.  This 

presents the reasonable option viewpoint of Boudon (2001) as an alternate analytical point of 

view that calls for an interpretation of conspiracy theorizing as a product not just of cost-benefit 

analysis but also of moral interest considerations. In addition, they could fully comprehend 

conspiracies as a kind of propaganda and perceive their influences by taking into account the 

political orientations of the people.  Justifications of such seemingly unfounded occurrences 

can offer valuable insights into socio-political tensions and ethno-religious disputes and hatred 

which are often fuelled, repudiated and promulgated by conspiratorial rhetoric.The subsequent 

widespread movement of huge audiences in 2017 indicates that it has held alive a spark of 

contention— activist energy. The Gezi Protest legacy persists. While not all post-Gezi 

organizations were actively active in organising such movements and protests, their earlier 

activities have led to a more robust culture and enabled campaigners find ways to rebuild the 

public room long after it was locked. It is hard to know how long that potential can be sustained 

by the activists or when the new moment of social revolution will come. 


