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Acquaintance Rape: A Misrepresentation 

that a Rape isn't a ‘True Rape’ 
 

NIDHI VERMA
1 

  

ABSTRACT 

Rape is slowly becoming a part of our society. Due to modernization, the thinking of people 

is becoming either broader or narrower, no in between. Some people take it as an invite 

for sexual activity leading it to rape. Modernization or adoption of western culture is 

affecting our own Indian culture. In our male dominating society, where women is trying 

hard for their equal status and standards, somewhere is held responsible for such wrongful 

acts, but where a rape is done by a known person, be it a lover, a friend, a colleague, a 

classmate, spouse, or any other person who’s an acquaintance to a woman, how can that 

rape cannot be called as ‘true rape’? A rape is a rape whether caused by an unknown 

person or a known person. Anything done sexually to a woman without her consent is 

referred to as rape. In today’s techno life, where everything is online and socially 

connected to each other, it has become a lot easier to track the movements of a person. 

Acquaintance rape is also refer to as ‘Date Rape’ or ‘Dating Violence’, where a couple is 

in a romantic or intimate relationship, and one of the partners forces the other for sexual 

activity. But some make excuse out of it as it was done under the effect of intoxication, high 

drug dose or unconsciousness of the person.3 These date rapes are generally done in view 

of revenge from their former partner for being with someone else. This is very common 

among the people of age 18-28 years. The Indian Penal Code, 1860 provides the 

punishment for rape. 

Keywords: Rape, Acquaintance Rape, IPC 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 
People are so diplomatic regarding rape, like on one hand they wants it to stop and on the other, 

they are afraid to talk about it. The word ‘Rape’ in itself is a big word to talk about. Especially, 

when a person tries to open up, whether a man or a woman, the other person starts judging the 

victim.  

‘Rape’ is considered as a taboo in our Indian society. As people are getting educated and getting 

 
1 Author is an Advocate in India. 
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practical about things, talks have been started not just about rape but other issues also. Still, a 

major part of society doesn’t accept talking about the women issues. A huge part of our society 

i.e. the male part, somewhere still believes that the lady is responsible for being raped, and only 

a tiny part of male society i.e. the ones who believes rape is a heinous crime and understand its 

seriousness, stands against it. Acquaintance rape from its name speaks about rape done by a 

known person. Earlier, girls were afraid to talk about all such happenings but as the law got 

enforced, they are coming forward and are talking about it.  

Earlier, in the medieval era, girls were forced to marry strange man and consent was not taken 

into considerations regarding marriage. They were treated badly and brutally by their spouses. 

It was a way to tell woman that she is not superior then man. This rape culture is still 

sustaining.2 

The acquaintance or any person who has the mental tendancy of rape is believed to be a person 

of unhealthy mind.3  

In a recent case of Rajasthan, a person from Jhunjhunu district got death penalty for raping a 

minor girl of 5-6 years of age.4 This incident will be called as ‘Strange rape’ incident as the 

culprit wasn’t known of the minor and he was on drugs. The culprit here was of unhealthy 

mind.  

This can be held anywhere, at parties, school, houses, offices, hospitals and rehab, jail and 

prisons, basically anywhere. There is a means of contacting to a person like through social 

media, or if at homes, by making interactions with the victim. Slowly making them the target 

and commits the crime. Such person uses verbal aggression so as to show that it is some kind 

of revenge or hate toward the victim. The acquaintance rapist later on blackmails the victim 

either for ransom or for sexual satisfaction. The person who commits it is found to be the 

husband, friend, boyfriend, boss, friend, spouse or any male acquaintance. 

Generally, the person committing rape uses intoxication like alcohol or drugs but in case of 

acquaintance rape, it is not used, here the culprit uses brutal force and fear of death. When a 

person is intoxicated, it is believed that men gets more sexually active and it becomes difficult 

for them to control their urge towards sex.  

In a case, the court stated the fact that consent once given cannot be withdrawn by the victim 

 
2 Acquaintance Rape and Categories of Acquaintance Rape, LEGALSERVICEINDIA (Mar. 27, 2021, 08:19 PM) 

http://www.legalserviceindia.com/legal/article-3176-acquaintance-rape-and-categories-of-acquaintance-

rape.html. 
3 Author’s opinion 
4 Rajasthan Patrika 18 March 2021 
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in the rape cases. If a girl agrees to have a sexual relationship with a man during the date and 

later deny it and claims that she is been raped is totally illegal and is not counted in the rape 

category. 

Forcible rape is unique among crimes, in the manner in which its victims are dealt with by the 

criminal justice system. Raped women have to undergo certain tribulations. These begin with 

their treatment by the police and continue through nizile-dominated criminal justice system. 

Acquittal of many de jar-to guilty rapists adds to the sense of injustice.5 

It is not necessary that it is always a female victim. Every story has two sides, major part relates 

to females but the rest smaller part belongs to the male. It is shocking but yes males too are 

target of such activities. There are many cases where young boys especially teenagers gets into 

trouble. They are so much fascinated about sexual and intimacy that sometimes the teens get 

involved with ladies and gents older than them. Later if the boy denies, they force them for 

their sexual satisfaction and it leads to blackmailing. 

Not just a man rapes a woman or a woman rapes a man, but man also rapes man and woman 

also rapes woman. This is hidden at large level. Such people deals with mental trauma and the 

pain from which they suffer are known to them only.6 Due to shame and being in a judgmental 

society, victims are afraid to talk about it. As earlier said, talking about rape is considered as 

taboo; people still hesitate to talk about all this. Being in 21st century, with education system 

so good and people are willing to open up and talk about such serious matters, people still hide 

and hesitate talking about it. The cases relating to acquaintance rapes are not reported 

subsequently as the child/teens fears their parents, the society and especially the doer of such 

act. Majority of these cases leads to the known person who does such acts. These known 

persons are called ‘Acquaintance Rapists’. 

There are many laws made regarding rape, these laws are as follows:7 

• Marital Rape under Section- 376(A) of Indian penal code, 1860 

• Custodial Rape under Section- 376(2) of Indian Penal Code,1860 

• Special Rape cases in Section- 376(2) [a-g] and (A) of Indian Penal Code,1860 

 
5 84th Law commission Report; clause 1 (1.2) Para 4 
6 Rebecca Twinley, Woman-to-woman rape and sexual assault, and its impact upon the occupation of work: 

Victim/survivors' life roles of worker or student as disruptive and preservative, NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE 

(Mar. 27, 2021, 08:19 PM) https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28409768/ 
7 Acquaintance Rape and Categories of Acquaintance Rape, LEGALSERVICEINDIA (Mar. 27, 2021, 08:19 PM) 

http://www.legalserviceindia.com/legal/article-3176-acquaintance-rape-and-categories-of-acquaintance-rape.ht 
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• Section-376 (2) (a) of IPC- Custodial rape crime or rape committed by the police officer 

under custody. 

Many legal aid programs and help line numbers are also made available for women safety. 

II. CONCLUSION 
There will be number of cases of rape and only the victim has the power to sue the culprit 

behind the bars so that such act cannot happen again with any other person. The author believes 

that one should be alert on their part and should understand the sings of sexual tendency 

especially the person hi has attain majority and for minors, the parents should teach their 

children about the bad touch and the good touch and should also make their children 

comfortable with them so that the age difference between the children and parents should not 

come in between them and they feel comfortable in sharing. The parents should also understand 

that not everybody is meant to be trusted and they should not hand over their children to anyone 

especially when the person whom they are handling is living alone, be it male or female because 

nobody knows what’s going on others mind. The person should be made realize that there 

should be limit for everything and the person is not allowed to get close to anyone without their 

permission. 

Also, if the victim is true on his/her part then s/he should not be afraid in coming forward and 

opening up to their crimes. There are many laws regarding rape victims and the victim should 

use the facility provide to the fullest, though it will make the person uncomfortable and a bit 

unstable also because of trials and proceedings but as the saying is ‘justice prevails where truth 

prevails.’ The victim needs to have stronger will if s/he wants justice for him/her. 

***** 
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