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Adverse Impact of Pollution with special reference to 

Legal Framework as an Instrument to Safeguard 

Environment of Andaman and Nicobar Islands  

 
S. M. ABINAYA

1 

      

ABSTRACT 
 

The industrial pollution, degradation of forests, depletion of ozone layer, green house gases 

results in global warming and climate changes contribute to have an adverse effect on 

environment and human lives as well. The Government of India is striving to protect the 

environment through the constitutional provisions and few legislators. Initially, the 

Constitution of India had no direct provision for environmental protection. Global 

Consciousness, Stockholm Conference and increasing awareness of the environmental 

crisis forced the Indian Government to enact 42nd Amendment to the Constitution in 1976 

and added Article 48-A to the Directive Principles of State Policy. According to CSIR-

Institute of Minerals and Materials Technology, the Andaman and Nicobar Islands are 

under threat from plastic. The plastic litter found on the beaches of the island is mostly of 

non-Indian origin that was likely to be transported by the water currents from South-East 

Asian countries through the Malacca Straits towards the Great Nicobar Island. In order to 

conserve the rich biodiversity, around 70 percent of forest area is fully protected under 

Tribal Reserve and protected area network. Further pollution affects the islands to a 

greater extent. Stricter laws and effective implementation of laws in the Andaman and 

Nicobar islands is the need of the hour to safeguard the environment of the islands. 

Keywords: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Environment Protection, Coral Lives, Pollution. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION  
Andaman and Nicobar islands comprises of many tiny islands in which most of the islands 

belongs to the territory of India and a small area in the North has been owned by the territory 

of Myanmar. As the island has been separated from the mainland Indian Territory by water, 

the island was left isolated in most of the aspects. The island was castrated due to industrial 

pollution, degradation of forests, depletion of ozone layer, greenhouse gases, climate changes 

and tourism. The need for safeguarding the environment of Andaman and Nicobar islands thus 

 
1 Author is an Advocate at Madras High Court, India. 
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became the need of the hour. 

II. INDIAN CONSTITUTION ARTICLES ON ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS 
Initially when the Constitution of India was adopted in the year 1950, there was no single direct 

Article dealing specifically about Andaman and Nicobar Islands. But the Seventh 

Constitutional Amendment Act, 1956 gave focus about Andaman and Nicobar Islands and a 

separate Article was substituted. Article 240 (1) envisages powers upon President to make 

regulations for the peace, progress and good government of the Union Territory of Andaman 

and Nicobar Islands. Andaman and Nicobar is a Union Territory with no legislature and has no 

distinct representation in the Upper House of Parliament or Rajya Sabha2.  

As far as environment protection of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands is concerned, all the 

general provisions which are incorporated in Indian Constitution are applicable to the Union 

Territory as well. In this regard also, the initial Constitutional version had no provision on 

environment protection. The main Article in this regard has been added by the Forty Second 

Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976 in which Article 48A has been inserted which stipulates 

that the State has to protect and improve the environment. Further, the same Forty Second 

Constitution Amendment Act incorporated Fundamental Duties under Article 51A. One of the 

obligation for each and every citizen of the nation is to protect and improve the natural 

environment which includes forests, lakes, rivers and wild life (Article 51A (g)).  

III. ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION LAWS 
(A) Indian Forest Act, 1927 

Based on the provisions of the Indian Forest Act, 1927, around 90% of the island has been 

declared as Reserve Forest3.  

(B) Environment Protection Act, 1986 

This the most important piece of legislation in protecting environment of throughout the 

country. The Act also focus on control and reduction in pollution from all sources4 such as 

water, air and other sources. The Act also emphasize on setting up of prohibiting industrial 

facilities on the ground of Environment.  

Under S. 3 (2) of the Environment Protection Act, 1986, the Union Government issued a 

notification named, ‘Island Protection Zone Notification, 2011.’ This notification has been 

 
2 Arfa Javaid, Explained: Why Union Territories exist in India?, https://m-jagranjosh-com/. 
3 Meenakshi Kapoor, Indian government wants to strip even the Andaman Islands of their environmental 

protection, https://amp-scroll-in.cdn.ampproject.org/.  
4 Vikaspedia, General Environmental Acts, https://vikaspedia.in/.  
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issued with the sole vision of environmental management of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

The said notification also list out around twenty activities which are completely prohibited in 

the Islands. Some of such activities are destructing corals, setting up or expanding industries 

(exceptions provided), mining of sand and rocks, dumping of wastes5 and so on.  

(C) The Andaman and Nicobar Islands Wildlife (Protection) Rules, 20086 

Under S. 54 read with S. 2 (29) of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, the Lt. Governor of the 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands made the Andaman and Nicobar Islands Wildlife (Protection) 

Rules, 2008. Under the Rules, Honorary Wildlife Warden and Andaman & Nicobar Board for 

Wildlife has been set up by the Lt. Governor. The rules also specify about hunting of wild 

animals in some specified cases and grant of permit to enter into protected areas such as 

sanctuaries and national parks. Further the rules articulates about prohibition of dealing with 

animal articles and trophies without license. Ultimately, the rules also have some penal 

provisions. 

IV. INDIAN JUDICIARY ON POLLUTION FREE ENVIRONMENT 
1. Subhash Kumar v. State of Bihar7 

The Supreme Court ruled that right to get pollution free water and air forms a fundamental 

right within the meaning of Right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution. 

2. Ratlam Municipality v. Vardhichand8 

The Apex Court observed that a pollution free environment forms an integral part of right of 

life as envisaged under Article 21 of the Indian Constitution. 

3. S. Jagannath v. Union of India9 

The Supreme Court held that the sea and coast are a gift of nature and pollution in any form 

needs to be prohibited. This ruling is applicable to the Andaman and Nicobar islands as well 

and any kind of pollution in the islands has to be prohibited based on this judgment.  

4. T. Damodar Rao v. Municipal Corporation of Hyderabad10 

The Apex Court pronounced that it is the obligation of the State and all other State organs 

including Courts to protect the environment. The neglect or failure to abide by Article 48A is 

a betrayal of fundamental law which the State is bound to uphold and maintain11. 

 
5 IslandProtectionZoneNotification2011.pdf, http://www.indianenvironmentportal.org.in/.  
6 WildlifeProtectionRule2008.pdf, https://ls1.and.nic.in/.  
7 AIR 1987 AP 171 : 1991 SC 420 : (1991) 1 SCC 598. 
8 AIR 1980 SC 1622 : (1980) 4 SCC 162. 
9 2006 (3) SCC 549 : AIR 2006 SC 1350 : AIR 1997 SC 811. 
10 AIR 1987 AP 171. 
11 NAWNEET VIBHAW, ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AN INTRODUCTION 89 (Lexis Nexis 2016). 
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V. NEED TO PROTECT ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS ENVIRONMENT 
It is undisputable fact that Andaman and Nicobar islands contribute to the growing economy 

of the nation. The main spot of attraction of the islands are its tourism. But the irony is the 

tourists leave dreadful footprint in the land. For instance, non-regulation of plastic items in the 

islands. The tourists leave the plastic items as such in the islands. There is no law in force to 

regulate the recycle of plastics which in turn affect the islands and its ecosystem, coral life 

largely12.  

Climatic changes leads to an adverse impact in the marine life. This influences the physical 

processes that shapes ocean sounds13 i.e. winds. Noise pollution would affect the life of marine 

lives and corals to a greater extent. Marine creatures would be subjected to serious impacts due 

to the existing pollution in the islands which ought to be regulated the Central Government. 

VI. IMPACT OF POLLUTION IN ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands may look like a clean and hygiene environment from outside, 

but the various pollutions have led to its serious impacts in the islands. 

1. Air pollution 

 Reports states that at present around 3,80,581 people in Andaman and Nicobar Islands are 

breathing toxic air14 which does not meet with the World Health Organization’s clean air 

guidelines and further stated that the North and Middle Andaman has been the worst affected 

district in the islands with 19.3 ug/m315 as the quality of air. As an complete alternative of fuel 

emission vehicles, the Andaman and Nicobar islands has committed to deploy forty zero 

emission buses which will not pollute air even at least minimal level and will promote the 

ecology of the islands16.  

2. Water pollution 

In Andaman and Nicobar Islands there are no industries based on water. Therefore, the water 

pollution in the islands is very much below the limits17. But one of the concern which has to be 

taken concern is sewage management in the islands. As there is lack of sewage management, 

it merges with the sea water which is not healthy for the corals and the marine creatures. In this 

 
12 Sanjay Kumar, Tourism Threatens the Environment in India’s Andaman Islands, https://thediplomat.com/.  
13 AP, Human noise pollution making it harder for marine life to hear each other, The Hindu, Feb., 06, 2021. 
14 AirPollution.io, Are you breathing in Andaman and Nicobar Islands?, https://www.airpollution.io/.  
15 AirPollution.io, Are you breathing in North and Middle Andaman?, https://www.airpollution.io/.  
16 IP Division, Directorate of Information, Andamans turning the wheels of mobility with noiseless & pollution 

free transport system set to procure 40 zero emission e-buses. https://dt.andaman.gov.in/.   
17 Centre for Coastal Zone Management and Coastal Shelter Belt, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 

http://iomenvis.nic.in/.   
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regard, setting up of sewage system for the Port Blair is under consideration. After setting up 

of this sewage system, the only issue regarding water pollution in the islands will be 

disappeared.  

3. Noise Pollution 

The standards for noise pollution has been released by the Andaman and Nicobar Islands police 

which states that in residential area the noise allowed is 55 dB in the day time and 45 dB in the 

night time, while it differs to 75 dB during the day time and 70 dB during the night time in the 

industrial areas. The maximum noise allowed in the silent area is 50 dB in the day time and 40 

dB in the night time. For commercial areas, the noise allowed is 65 dB during day time and 55 

dB in the night time18.  

4. Light pollution 

A very less researched area is the light pollution and its inimical effects on reproduction of 

coral lives. Light pollution in Andaman and Nicobar Islands are mainly due to artificial lights 

such as LED lights, street lights and lights emitting from the buildings. Research found that the 

corals which were exposed to LED lights19 are laying eggs during unfavorable time which 

prevents them from successful reproduction. The coral lives are in degradation mainly because 

of changes in climate and global warming. Now light pollution is also added to the list, which 

not prevented will be detriment to the fertilization of the coral lives.  

VII. CONCLUSION 
Scientists often proclaim that forests have the potential to absorb carbon emissions and in turn 

they will fight for climate change20. Even a slight increase in the sea level due to glaciers melt 

will led to complete swallow and sinking of coastal property, coastal forests and adjoining 

forest land in the island21. To protect the Andaman and Nicobar Islands from threat of sinking 

into ocean, it is now the right time for the law makers to frame appropriate laws, rules and 

regulations and strict implementation of the same. Though Andaman and Nicobar Islands is 

very much separated from the main land India, but that does not mean proper implementation 

of environment laws not to be made. Stringent laws and effective implementation of the laws 

on the subject matter can definitely protect the Environment of the Andaman and Nicobar 

 
18 Andaman & Nicobar Police, FAQ’s About Noise Pollution, https://police.andaman.gov.in/.  
19 Trending Desk, Light Pollution is Disrupting Reproduction of Corals along the Coastal Region and Here’s How, 

News18, Nov., 06, 2020. 
20 Ranjan, In a first, compensatory afforestation of projects in Andaman to be done in MP, Hindustan Times, 

Bhopal, January 08, 2021.  
21 Krishna Anujan, What Does The Climate Crisis Mean For The Andaman Islands, https://www.natureinfocus.in/.  
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Islands to a greater extent. 

***** 
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