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  ABSTRACT 
Reservation in its simple terms means the special privilege given to the special persons for 

the enjoyment of reserving access to government aided jobs, educational institutions, etc. 

Indian reservation policy is a caste based policy which is purposely enacted for the 

betterment and upliftment of the suppressed class persons of the society from social stigma 

of caste based discrimination. The reservation policy is always a hot topic for debate in 

India and a matter of conflict between reserved and non reserved communities. The 

reservation based on caste is bane and stoppage for the development of the nation because 

in the true sense the reservation scheme is unknown to the really needy individuals of 

reserved category and the creamy layer well settled individuals of reserved category are 

taking unnecessary advantages of this policy and hiding behind this the politicians are 

doing vote bank politics. At present there is need of review and reimplementation of 

reservation policy in India for the needy people who can avail the benefit for their growth 

irrespective of their religion or caste. For the real growth and development replacement of 

reservation with meritocracy is most important because mere filling of seats or jobs will 

never lead to development of nation. 

Keywords- Reservation policy, Indian Constitution, Scheduled Caste/Tribes, Vote-Bank 

Politics. 

 

I. PREFATORY  
Reservation system in India means and includes the special opportunities or openings for the 

reserved class peoples in all Public Sector areas which includes Union and State government 

services, departments and in all public and private educational institutions. In India there is a 

charter of rights known as fundamental rights enriched in the part III of Constitution of India 

which guarantees civil liberties to all the Indians for their peaceful lives and to promote 

harmony as citizens of India. Among all the major six fundamental rights as mentioned in the 
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constitution the Right to equality is an important right which provides that the State shall not 

deny to any person equality before the law and equal protection of the laws within the territory 

of India. But the caste based reservation system is all over a violation of fundamental human 

rights of Indians.  

There was a time when the fundamental rights for Indians was just in the books and statues 

because of the predominant caste based society. Specifically, the constitutional provisions for 

the caste based reservation system for the upliftment of backward classes was enacted at that 

period of time for a maximum of 5 years. The policies were made at that time to abolish 

untouchability and for the prohibition of the discrimination among the peoples on the grounds 

of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth. But still today this practice of reservation and 

discrimination between the human beings is continued due to the vote bank politics due to 

which this caste based reservation system has become a bane for the society. In this paper we 

shall discuss the cons of caste based reservation system of India and how it is discriminatory 

against others. 

India was a country with a high rigid caste based hierarchal structure where the humans are 

identified and divided into the 4 varns in order of the eminence from highest to lowest caste 

and class where the higher caste enjoyed most of the benefits while the lower caste 

communities were suppressed down by the higher castes. After the independence of India, the 

makers of the constitution believed that due to the ongoing caste system and other social 

stigmas these backward community persons were always be oppressed and discriminated in 

our society, So in order to provide them an equal opportunity and status the concept of 

reservation was introduced and a list of certain communities backward classes was drafted for 

the purpose of providing reservation benefits. Initially there was a provision of the reservation 

of15% and 7.5% for the peoples of backward community belonging to Scheduled caste & 

Scheduled Tribes into the government educational institutes, jobs in public sector as well as in 

public sector undertakings for not more than a period of five years.3 There was a need of proper 

free and fair revision of the caste based reservation policy after the completion of 5 years but 

the reservation system becomes the agenda for the several political parties. Later on certain 

more communities were included within the ambit and benefit of reservation policies for the 

unnecessary reasons just for the votes and power. 

 
3 ALEX ANDREWS GEORGE,Reservation in India – Explained in Layman’s Terms, FEBRUARY 3, 2020, 

https://www.clearias.com/reservation-in-india/ 
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II. CASTE BASED RESERVATIONS IN INDIA  
The caste based reservation system was not a novel concept for constituent assembly but the 

age-old caste system of India which was practicing since long years back is responsible for the 

origination of the Indian reservation system. For the very first time in 1882 in India William 

Hunter and Jyotirao Phule conceived the idea of caste-based reservation system. This 

reservation system was developed over a time.  

The continuing reservation system was introduced in 1933 when British Prime-Minister 

Ramsay Macdonald presented the ‘Communal Award’, which includes the provisions for 

separate electorates for Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, Anglo-Indians, Europeans and Dalits of 

India. The today’s Indian constitutional reservation policy is a result of Ambedker’s 

dramatization of the deprivation and disadvantages suffered by the suppressed class 

communities and his endless efforts to betterment of their socio-economic conditions. And 

after a long term negotiations Mahatma Gandhi and Ambedkar signed the Poona Pact. 

In 1943, 8.5% of caste based reservation was provided to the depressed class scheduled caste 

community in the jobs and all India Services which was later on in June 1946 was increased in 

favour of scheduled castes to 12.5%. These reservations are only for the direct recruitments at 

that time and not applicable to job-promotions.4 

Reservation system in India at a glance  

1. In 1902 the Maharaja of state of Kolhapur, introduces reservation for education in 

favour of non-Brahmin and backward classes. 

2. In 1921 Mysore started giving reservations to the backward caste communities after a 

decade long social justice movement by non-Brahmin castes against the suppression 

and discrimination. 

3. In 1932 Communal Award by British government made provisions for the separate 

electorates in India for different religions and Depressed Classes communities which 

later on become a Poona Pact between M K Gandhi and B R Ambedkar where there 

was a provision for the reservation of seats for depressed castes within Hindu 

electorates. 

4. In 1942 the Viceroy's Executive Council recommends 8.5% of caste based reservation 

for Scheduled Castes in All India civil services.  

 
4 Report of the Commission of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 23 (1951) 
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5. In 1950 the caste based reservations for Scheduled Castes and Tribes was introduced in 

Indian Constitution with reservation in each and every form for the upliftment of such 

suppressed classes. 

6. In 1951 First amendment in Constitution to legalise caste-based reservation in face of 

court cases against quota. 

7. In 1990, A new community OBC was added by the recommendation of Mandal 

Commission where as the 27% reservation to OBCs is implemented by the government 

of India during the regime of Prime Minister V P Singh. 

8. In 1992 the concept of economic reservation was evolved by the Supreme Court in 

which the court orders 50% cap on caste-based reservation. The apex court also strikes 

down Narasimha Rao government’s and ordered to reserve 10% reservation for the 

upper caste community in government jobs based on their income. 

9. On 14 January 2019 the 103rd Constitutional amendment was enforced in India with 

10% reservation in all matters to the Economically Weaker Section (EWS) of the 

unreserved category under the articles 15(6) and 16(6) of the Constitution of India. 

III. INDIAN CONSTITUTION & CASTE BASED RESERVATIONS 
The scope of Equality in Indian constitution is wide and paramount and this word is used almost 

in every part of it starting from preamble to fundamental rights, and in other provisions. 

“Article 14 of the constitutions is a binding force upon the State to not to deny to any person 

“equality before the law” or “the equal protection of the laws” within the territory of India. All 

men are created equal5. Equality before the law can never be absolute equality because it is not 

possible in a country like India6. But the concept of equality in India is rather a postulate that 

there shall not be any special privilege by reason of birth, religion, caste, race in favor of an 

individual. The right to sue and be sued, to prosecute and be prosecuted for the same kind of 

action should be always be same for all citizens without distinction based upon the race, 

religion, caste etc. 

An exception to Article 14 of the Indian Constitution is that this provision does not prevent 

certain classes of persons from being subject to special rules. The Article 14 forbids the class 

legislation and is nowhere responsible for reasonable classification, and this is the only ground 

 
5 Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address : “………….Four scores and seven years ago our fathers brought – fourth on this 

continent a new nation conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all mean are created equal.” 

Quoted in G.P. Verma, Caste Reservation in India (1980) at p.3 
6 Sheo Shankar v. M.P. State Government, AIR 1951 Nag.58. 
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for a law making such a classification to be proved as discriminatory in nature. 

Article 15(1) of the constitution- There should be no discrimination between citizens by state 

on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth or any of them. Discrimination hereby 

is a blanket provision and means classification among persons or things and also reservations 

for some of the members of a group or a class. Article 15(4) of the Indian Constitution is also 

dealing with the subject matter of reservation. The provision says that, “nothing in this article 

or in clause (2) of Article 29 shall prevent the State from making any special provision for the 

advancement of any socially and educationally backward classes of citizens or for the 

Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes.7  

The reservation system in Indian Constitution is explained below in short- 

S.NO. ARTICLE CONTENT 

1 330-342 Reservation of SC and ST in Central and State legislatures 

2 15(4) & 16(4) State and Central Governments to reserve seats in all India 

government services for the members of community belong to the 

SC and ST 

3 16 (4A)  Reservation in promotions of all India services and also to provide 

consequential seniority to SC and ST candidates  

4 16 (4 B) State to fill the unfilled vacancies of a year which are reserved for 

SCs/STs in the succeeding year, thereby nullifying the ceiling of 

fifty percent reservation on total number of vacancies of that year 

5 243D Reservation of seats for SCs and STs in every Panchayat 

6 243T Reservation of seats for SCs and STs in every Municipality 

Article 46 of the constitution states that “The State shall promote with special care the 

educational and economic interests of the weaker sections of the people, and, in particular, of 

the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, and shall protect them from social injustice 

and all forms of exploitation.”8  In the case of B. Narayana And Ors. vs Government Of Andhra 

Pradesh it was held that the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes have earned special 

mention in Article 46 and other 'weaker sections' in this context means not every 'backward 

 
7 Indian Constitution Article 15, Clause 4 
8 Indian Constitution Article 46 
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class' but those dismally depressed categories comparable economically and educationally to 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.9 

In the landmark case of Indra Sawhney Etc. Etc vs Union of India and Others the apex court 

ruled that “Neither caste nor race nor religion can be made the basis of classification for the 

purposes of determining social and educational backwardness within the meaning of Article 

15(4). If caste or religion is recognised as a criterion of social and educational backwardness 

Article 15(4) will stultify Article 15(1). It is true that Article 15(1) forbids discrimination only 

on the ground of religion, race, caste but when classification taken recourse to caste as one of 

the criteria in determining socially and educationally backward classes the expression ‘classes’ 

in that case violates the rule of expressio unions est exclusio alterius”.10 

In 1991 after the submission of mandal commission report the Reservation for Other 

Backwards Classes (OBC) was introduced based on the income and other factors whereas the 

quota for OBCs is 27% in government jobs and higher educational institutions. But under this 

reservation system one of the best things is that this concept is only for ‘non- creamy layer’ 

based on the parameters of social status and income and it is not for the economically settled 

individuals but this is also a matter of great heat and hatred in the society.  

IV. WHETHER CASTE BASED RESERVATIONS ARE ITSELF DISCRIMINATORY 
Reservation has proved to be one of the most useless of strategies to provide social equality, 

justice and opportunity. Indians remain bound to each other in mutual contempt in the name of 

caste.11 Reservation in any kind of services aided by the government led to divisions and enmity 

among citizens, and this also vitiates the atmosphere at workplace. Caste base Reservation was 

introduced to ensure that every person shall be treated equal and shall not be suppressed or 

shall get the equal opportunity to take part in the state actions and these underprivileged 

communities can get equal access to resources but irrespective of the economic progress they 

continue to remain socially disadvantaged. Reservation is destroying the self respect and 

confidence of both the reserved and unreserved communities equally because on one hand the 

unreserved category individuals are not getting the chance and opportunity to participate which 

creates frustration while on the other hand the reserved community candidate get the benefit of 

reservation due to which he becomes a part of hatred and mockery in the society. Reservation 

has become the mechanism of exclusion rather than inclusion as many upper caste poor’s are 

 
9 B. Narayana And Ors. vs Government Of Andhra Pradesh 1997 (5) ALT 292 
10 Indra Sawhney Etc. Etc vs Union of India and Others, Etc, AIR 1993 SC 477, 1992 Supp 2 SCR 454 
11 M Rajivlochan, Reservation has failed to address social inequities, create opportunities for all, July 1, 2019 

8:55:33 am, https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/reservation-caste-discrimination-quota/ 
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also facing discrimination and injustice which breeds frustration in the society.  

In a case R. Balaji v. State of Mysore12, it was held that the caste of a person cannot be the sole 

criteria for ascertaining whether a particular caste is backward or not. Determinants such as 

poverty, occupation, place of habitation may all be relevant factors to be taken into 

consideration. The court further held that it does not mean that if once a caste is considered to 

be backward it will continue to be backward for all other times. The government should review 

the test and if a class reaches the state of progress where reservation is not necessary it should 

delete that class from the list of backward classes.13 

For the progress of India there is need to destroy the feudal institution which is caste system, 

but reservations further entrenches it day by day. If we see the concept of the caste based 

reservation system closely then we can find that the reservation is working as psychological 

crutches to the reserved communities and weakening them. In other words, an impression is 

created among the reserved community youth that they need not study or they need not to work 

hard because even without doing anything they will get admission or a job in any public sector 

easily. Secondly reservation system is serving as the pawn because it is a policy of divide and 

rule of the political rulers, as they create animosity between SC, ST, OBCs and upper castes. 

An upper caste youth who got 90 per cent in his exams may be denied admission/job, while an 

SC/OBC who got 40 per cent may get it, by virtue of reservation. This naturally causes anguish 

in the former. India’s massive problems can only be overcome by a mighty united people’s 

struggle which will totally transform the country and bring it into the ranks of the developed 

countries, but for that unity among the people is absolutely necessary, but reservations divide 

us. 

V. DOES INDIA REALLY NEED RESERVATIONS  
There is a great need of an hour to understand the disadvantages of caste or economy based 

reservation system in India. Reservation is fair, as far as it provides equal opportunities and a 

way forward for the upliftment of suppressed class individuals and is only for the benefit of the 

downtrodden and economically backward Sections of the society. But when it tends to harm 

the society and ensures privileges to some at the cost of others for narrow political ends, it 

should be done away with, as soon as possible. 

At present time, SCs/STs/OBCs are completely developed and stable. They don’t need any 

 
12 Balaji v. State of Mysore AIR 1963 SC 649 
13 Rajat Kumar, The Concept, Origin And Evaluation Of Reservation Policy In 

India,https://www.legalserviceindia.com/legal/article-6526-the-concept-origin-and-evaluation-of-reservation-

policy-in-india.html 
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kind of reservations anymore because in this 21st century nobody discriminates anyone for his 

religion or caste. There is a need to revise all the kinds of reservation policy of India so that the 

actual benefit can reach to the marginalized sections of the deprived classes. It is important to 

ensure that the benefit of the reservation should reach the suppressed class persons in the social, 

economical, and educational section of the society. Reservations are the biggest enemy of 

meritocracy because by offering seats and opportunities to the reserved community persons 

through relaxed entry criteria, we are fuelling inflation of moderate credentials as opposed to 

the promotion of merit based education system, which is the foundation of many progressive 

countries except India. 

Today the conditions is such that a boy/girl belongs to the reserved community with lame 

knowledge is earning more than lakhs and crores but on the other side a hard working individual 

of unreserved category is not getting a chance to stand for the same opportunity. There is an 

equality but not equity in India. It is really important to accept the fact that India needs the 

revision and implementation of Reservation Policy which is solely based and aims the 

upliftment of suppressed class persons immaterial of his or her caste or religion for the adequate 

education level, Job availability and Resource availability Because the formulation of 

reservation policies cannot change the entire social and economic scenario in India.  

The Supreme Court emphasized in K.S Jayasree v. State of Kerala14, that “Caste and poverty 

are both relevant for determining the backwardness. But neither caste alone nor poverty alone 

will be the determining tests” for the meaning of backwardness in context of article 16 of Indian 

Constitution. 

The Apex Court Justice LN Rao once said that “We appreciate the concern of all political 

parties for the welfare of Backward Classes. But reservation is not a Fundamental Right,” The 

Supreme Court’s recent “opinion” on the revision of reservation lists and its coverage by mass 

media has created an impression that reservation was meant for the economic upliftment of 

Dalits. And therefore, those who have become economically “affluent” after getting the 

benefits of the reservation should be separated from the category, so that the economically 

poor among them may also take advantage of the provisions. 15 

VI. CONCLUSION 
It was a long time ago when poor people belong to lower class or scheduled caste or tribe or 

 
14K.S Jayasree v. State of Kerala AIR 1976 SC 2381. 
15 Radhika, Why reservation is still necessary to uplift the depressed classes?,12June 12, 2020, 

https://groundreport.in/why-reservation-is-necessary/ 
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other backward classes, but today the situation has completely changed. In today's era the poor, 

downtrodden people are not left only belonging to Scheduled Castes or Tribes or Other 

Backward Classes. Today's environment is such that people of all castes are struggling for their 

livelihood. At present, no one has enough time to suppress or exploit others. In such a situation, 

there is no need of reservation for any one class or group. But, in finding who is eligible for for 

reservation, the criterion has been a person’s caste rather than his income or wealth. 

Consequently, groups belonging to what Article 115 of the Indian Constitution calls “socially 

and educationally backward classes” have benefited from reservation even though, in practice, 

many of these groups could not be regarded as “backward”. 

The debate on reservation has remained a cause of disagreement between the reserved and the 

non- reserved sections of the society and it is a hot and burning issue of all the times. It is a 

fact that unreserved segments are keep on trying to oppose the provisions of reservations and 

to remove it completely whereas, the neediest sections of the society who truly needs the 

reservation to cope up within the reserved segments are hardly aware about their rights and 

how to get benefited from the provision of reservations and the creamy layer individuals of the 

reserved segments are enjoying special privileges in the name of reservation and political 

parties are supporting them for vote banks and party funds. 

The 2010 study made by Aimee Chin and Nishith Prakash concluded that for “scheduled 

tribes”, who are conveniently crowded near one another on electoral maps, greater political 

clout has indeed led to a small drop in poverty.16 

The percentage for SC, ST, OBC reservation is around 49.5% in total which is unnecessary 

and of evil nature for the growth of country. To avoid the hatred among the citizens and to 

ensure the real growth/development of country, the reservation for SC, ST, OBC needs to be 

completely removed and replaced with the reservation for really needy groups or classes. Also 

it is important to change the definition of backward classes based on the caste or religion. Along 

with this, equal importance should be given for the abolishment of the malpractice of 

untouchability, and other sorts of discrimination and to ensure the equality and equity in the 

society. Meritocracy has to be given greater emphasis because it will definitely boost up the 

growth and development of country. 

***** 

 
16 Affirmative action Indian reservations, The Economist, June 29th, 2013 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/

