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Battered Woman Syndrome: An Appraisal 

with Reference to Manju Lakre Vs. State of 

Assam 
    

MONIKA RATHORE
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  ABSTRACT 
BWS rose as a way of explaining apparently irrational behavior of women who choose to 

kill rather than leave a man who abuse them. A great need to defend women who have 

suffered tremendous physical and psychological abuse cannot be ignored. But by confessing 

and even reinforcing apparent irrationality of their behavior, BWS reinforces incapacity 

and inferiority in women who invoke it. Present trends indicate that women may suffer as a 

result of this legal awry. Battered women may be apparent as suffering from a permanent 

condition which causes them  to be untruthful on a witness stand, inadequate in caring for 

and protecting air children, dangerous to children or oar vulnerable persons in air care, 

unreliable in protecting a interests of legal clients, and beyond hope of rehabilitation. 

Additional, Indian jurisprudence on BWS has not progressed beyond a Nallathangal 

syndrome. Thus is an essential to reflect upon a progress made in our jurisdictions relating 

to BWS and accordingly initiate a comprehensive discourse on battered women who 

retaliate and air interaction with a law in India. I propose legislative reformulation of a 

defence of provocation and self-defence in India. By a BWS, reformulations should focus on 

undoing a male-orientation of a defence and take into consideration the experiences of 

battered women who retaliate, and why they retaliate. A reformulation of a defence should 

be watched from a feminist perspective and take into consideration women’s experiences of 

violence. From a judicial viewpoint, it is critical to focus on procedural equality and 

feminist writing of judgments. Focusing on violence and protecting the rights of battered 

women will contribute significantly to challenging traditional stereotypes that delegitimize 

experiences of women. This will help ‘ungender’ in Indian Penal Code and authorize a 

voices of women who are systematically excluded.  

Keywords: BWS, Victim, Abuse. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

There were many debates in feminist legal studies that have often centered on a need of allowing 

a use of BWS as a legal defense. This talk about a continued violence faced by women by their 

 
1 Author is a student at Amity Law School, Amity University, Rajasthan, India. 
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partners who kill batterers and a psychological impact such battering has still on. This 

psychological state is considered to lesser there strength and requires Mens Rea for commission 

of the offence and operates as a legal defense for woman. There are Authors such as Walker 

and the fault stated for its inclusion as a means to explain a reasonability of an actions of women 

who have killed air batterers in response to intimate partner violence. On the other side of this 

has been criticized for denying battered women with a sense of agency, by continuous 

stereotypes and existing societal notions of a behavior of battered women. Still there is 

exhaustive literature on a use of BWS as a legal defense in North American and Australian 

journals but critical aspect in India on this subject is still there catch up. 

This term is used to state a condition of women who are stuck within or have recently left a 

violent relationship characterized by a cycle of violence. It is seen after a Post-Traumatic Stress 

Syndrome suffered by Vietnam and also later applied to all victimized by rape. Walker states 

that Battered Woman Syndrome as a sort of learned helplessness. A cycle of violence 

emphasizes physical violence but physical abuse without any doubt brings psychological abuse 

with itself. Psychological abuse takes a form of verbal put-downs which includes social and 

economic isolation too. This psychological abuse degrades and humiliates a woman are by 

facilitating an elimination of her self-esteem and by repercussion her moral personhood. She 

learns to be helpless and accepts her condition in that abusive situation as a survival mechanism 

so as to delay incurring a wrath of a batterer/decision maker/controller. 

Nancy Rourke states BWS as a particular reaction by a victim to trauma of domestic violence 

which leads to victim to complete will strike out as a substantive defense. A supposition while 

striking out and killing an abuser is certainly one among many forms of substantive defense 

against abuse. A Battered Woman Syndrome is a psychological description that only explains 

a woman's possible psychological state after or during a period of being traumatized by 

domestic violence. It does not necessarily lead her to kill nor does it justify such an action as 

such. Experts on battered woman syndrome is merely used in battered women who kill abuser 

cases on that such testimony will help on a jury to understand why woman extreme actions 

might be considered as a self-defense to them. 

Rourke also argues that women who are victimized by domestic violence need to struggle to 

shift a locus of control and change self-perceptions out of being victims. Reclaiming a locus of 

control means that a person victimized by domestic violence should assume responsibility for 

herself and her decisions in any situation. Doing so allows her to see herself as an autonomous 

person and may also influence a perception her batterer has of her. A batterer and sees her as a 

person who is capable enough of making her own decisions, and an author also adds that a court 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
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proceeding may be a first time that an offender has to take his victim seriously. 

In her discussion of a history of how a battered woman had always been treated in a United 

States, Elizabeth Pleck describes how shelters learned that a woman seeking service must make 

her own decisions in every aspect of her life, even if she decides to return to a potentially violent 

home situation. Advocates helping her were to support her choice and also communicate to her 

that she is free to choose and that she will not be denied any services regardless of a choice or 

a consequences of that choice. To deprive a woman of her free choice which contributed to a 

violence of her situation because it stated her lack of self-esteem and are by furor diminished 

her already damaged moral subjectivity.2 

II. BATTERED WOMAN SYNDROME AS A LEGAL DEFENCE – ANALYSIS 

When Dr. Walker started giving testimonies which supported an existence of such a 

psychological condition at criminal trials which used to involve battered defendants. It also 

obtained importance as an aory for explanation of a victim’s reaction because ordinarily it was 

not a matter of common understanding for juries. It was necessary at certain point of time to 

call expert witnesses to a stand because a actions of battered women who generally killed air 

batterers or abusers did not satisfy a three ingredients for claiming self-defense under a law 

which are: a use of proportionate force, sudden provocation and imminent danger. 

Battered woman syndrome emerged as a legal defense in a 1990s, as a result of several murder 

cases coming up in England which involved women who had killed violent partners or abusers 

in reaction to what ay described as accumulative abuse rather than in response to a single 

provocative act. In a series of appeals which were mainly against murder convictions, feminist 

groups challenged a legal definition of provocation and secured a court`s recognition of battered 

woman syndrome. Courts which are  in Australia, Canada, New Zealand, a United Kingdom, 

and a United States have all accepted an extensive and growing body of research showing that 

battered women can use force to defend themselves when in need. This will include killing of 

batterers and will sometime can be life-threatening situation in which it may mostly find them. 

As women develop firm belief that are is no oar way than to kill air abusers for self-preservation. 

A courts have by time has recognized that this evidence may support a variety of defenses to a 

charge of murder or to mitigate a sentence if convicted of lesser offenses. 

As a defense conjured up very different mental images traditionally. Provocation was known  

as a man shooting his wife’s lover after catching am in an act or in self-defense, which gives a 

 
2 Zawn Villines: Battered Woman Syndrome and Intimate Partner Violence, 3 December, 2018 
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impression of a man fending off his attacker of almost equal strength. A defence of provocation 

characteristically did not estimate a possibility that women could even lose air self-control and 

lash out at air batterer. Judges thus only accepted a male reaction of rage and violent outbreak 

as provocation. Women killing air husbands in distress and using as defenses was not considered 

as any possible scenario that was visualized as a defenses began to be invoked in cases. That's 

why, are arose a need to go past a standard of a ‘reasonable man’ or even a ‘reasonable woman’ 

and develop an entirely new standard for a battered woman. It is a part of outline cross-

jurisdictional cases with a view to evolve fundamental principles for inclusion of BWS in a 

Indian context.3 

III. IMPLICATION OF BWS IN INDIA 

Framing BWS as a legal defence in an Indian scenario, it is significant to understand a social 

context in which domestic abuse takes place in a country. A procedure of socialization is 

instrumental in influencing an environment where girls are taught to be submissive and docile 

and not fight back against a male abuser, especially a close relative. When judge’s tries to take 

examination of a reasonability of a female defendant action then this sentiment will typically 

creep into and will inform their decision. 

In a framework of IPC, are generally two kinds of exceptions available as a defence for murder. 

A first one is in chapter IV which includes general exceptions laid down in Section76 to Section 

106. A defense of necessity and private defence are under as. General exceptions are like a 

justification for an offence and result in complete exoneration of a defendant. A second kind is 

actually a set of specific statutory exceptions provided for in Section 300 which defines murder. 

As exceptions, which include grave and sudden provocation only lessen culpability from a more 

stringent offence of murder to that of culpable homicide not amounting to murder punishable 

under Section 304. There is no clear statutory recognition of BWS under Indian law. None of a 

exceptions under a framework of IPC, under Section 300 are prima facie valid to a case of a 

battered offender. It is to be claim in this section that is a need to apply this system and to amend 

this existing statutory law framework and to place a actions of BWS under this defenses makes 

this as a right of private defense, grave and sudden provocation or necessity. On an oar hand, a 

practicality of carving out BWS as a separate exception under Section 300 is assessed. 

IV. SITUATION OF COURTS ON BWS IN INDIA
4 

Make it almost impossible for a woman to walk out of an abusive marriage. Confronted with 

 
3 Sally J.Scholz: Moral Implications of Battered Woman Syndrome 
4 Upadhyay Shivani: Incorporation of BWS in Indian Criminal Law 
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staying bound to her husband and a need for survival, she might have no choice but to kill her 

batterer. Furthermore, as Sherry’s case establishes, even leaving a home may not be enough to 

be free of a batterer but may end up inviting future violence. 

When there is need of BWS in Indian statutory framework it got remained a distant goal, and 

for Indian courts they begun to consider this testimony and to this psychological concept while 

deciding cases of BWS offenders. Particularly, an idea of ‘sustained provocation’ has been 

recognized not just in a case of battered women. For example in this particular Suyambukkani’s 

case, a Madras High Court conceptualized ‘sustained provocation’ as a judicial creation 

envisaged by the architects of IPC. It would be relevant to reproduce an abstract from a 

judgment of a Madras High Court in Poovammal v. State, where grieving women killed her 

own son. Are may be incidents/happenings, which are such that they may not make an offender 

suddenly make his upsurge by his overt act. Though, it might be lasting in his mind for quite 

some time, torment continuously and at one point of time erupt, make him lose his self-control, 

make his mind to go astray, a mind may not be under his control/ command and results in an 

offender committing an offence. A constant provocation/frustration nurtured in a mind of a 

accused reached an end of breaking point, under that accused causes a murder of a deceased. 

A court’s acknowledgement of sustained provocation is an application of a principle that a 

mental state encouraged by a prior act of a deceased could be taken into consideration for a 

determination of where there was an adequate ground for provocation. A court went out are 

with this principle, borrowed from an English common law, by extending a time interval 

between a acts and a provocation. 

Though, like most oar courts in a United States and a United Kingdom, such judgments fail to 

offer a principled justification for an addition of sustained provocation to a statutory list of 

exceptions. This reasoning arises from an oar case of a Madras High Court, i.e., Rajendra v. 

Tamil Nadu. In this particular case a Court permitted a defence of sustained provocation due to 

a fact that a trigger for a provocation and consequent loss of self-control cannot be viewed in 

isolation from oar acts and circumstances that have led up to it. Therefore, a recent behavior of 

a deceased batterer may have been non-provocative, but if observed along with a history of 

abuse that preceded it, it may have been sufficient to cause a loss of self-control in a battered 

woman. 

In unexpected circumstances, accused women have also been able to claim a exception of 

exceeding a right of private defence. In one of a case, an abusive husband tried to force his wife 

into prostitution. An accused woman, who feared for her life, killed her sleeping husband. A 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
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court believed that her act came within a scope of a second exception to Section 300 since there 

was a sensible apprehension that her husband would cause grievous hurt to her if she did not 

fulfill with his demands. 

As judgments are dealing with what is frequently termed a Nalathangal’s syndrome, provide a 

legal basis for allowing BWS testimony in Indian courts. A landmark judgment of Manju Lakra 

v. State of Assam was brought in 2013 is a first Indian case to have dealt comprehensively with 

BWS and has paved a way for its inclusion in defence cases for battered women. In this 

particular case, a defendant wife seriously attacked her drunk and abusive husband when he was 

beating her one night. A court examined a literature on a BWS and permitted a history of abuse 

tolerated by a victim to be considered for bringing her act within an exception of provocation 

under Section 300. 

One more recent advancement has been an application of BWS to cases of women accused, not 

of harming air batterers, but themselves or some oar person. For example in a 2016 case of State 

v. Hari Prasad, wife committed suicide by getting herself on fire and after her husband cruelty 

beat her on a night for dowry. A court perceived that it was a husband’s nonstop battering which 

drove a woman to suicide and convicted him for a crime of abetment under Section 306 of IPC. 

In an overhead cited case of Suyambukkani v. State, a long-abused defendant was convicted by 

a trial court for a murder of her two children caused by drowning in a well. A High Court set 

away her conviction for murder by applying Nalathangal’s syndrome to a context of exceptions 

under Section 300. It reasoned that this was ejusdem generis with an oar exclusions – ill-will 

and contemplation being absent from all five of am. 

Even though a court’s application of BWS in an above case is surely welcome, its rationale for 

setting aside a conviction is ill-considered for two reasons. Firstly because none of Section 300 

exceptions are appropriate, as to a case of a accused. This is the actual reason that an act not 

done by mistake or any accident, a exceptions of provocation and private defence apply only to 

a murder of an attacker or a person who gave a provocation, in this case it`s a husband. Secondly, 

regardless of maintaining that an exception must be understood strictly, a Nalathangal’s 

Syndrome was per se construed as an exception in a clear lack of any statutory backing in IPC 

itself. 

This case establishes an essential for an express inclusion of BWS in IPC, for courts to be able 

to come to an aid of battered women without offending its statutory scheme. A general BWS 

exception, as planned in a following section would solve this problem in two ways. It will be 

reachable by third parties, contrasting provocation and self-defense which spread on only with 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
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respect to a batterer, for acts done intentionally. This would alleviate a criminal liability of 

battered women who have attempt suicide or harm air children or any oar persons. Moreover, a 

prompt statutory provision would eliminate a need for courts to read BWS itself into Section 

300 as an Ejusdem generis exception. 

As this part makes evident, are exists preliminary judicial precedent for a inclusion of BWS 

within a Indian statutory context. Though, its recent reliance on judicial discretion produces a 

possibility for a conviction of battered women, as has been seen in several cases in lower courts 

and in other jurisdictions. In this one of cases, Malliga’s case, for example, a Trial Court 

prohibited a claim for self-defense reasoning that a accused should have approached a village 

Panchayat first, before killing her husband. A usage of BWS can be instrumental in averting 

murder convictions in a Trial Courts and expanding a scope of available exceptions beyond 

extraordinary cases. Consequently, its formal inclusion within IPC is more likely to be effective 

in allowing battered women to claim it as a legal defence. 

V. CASE STUDY
5 

For years’ courts around a world omitted battered women who killed air husbands from a 

category of spousal homicides, which were considered ‘crimes of passion.’ This meant battered 

women often faced harsher punishments for air crimes. This encouraged American Psychologist 

Dr. Lenore Walker to formulate a Battered Woman Syndrome, which is now categorized under 

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. She numbered three distinct phases that affect battered women, 

i.e. a tension-building phase, an acute battering phase, and a love contrition phase, which is 

collectively known as A Walker Cycle. Whereas a third phase marks a tendency of women to 

stay in a relationship with a hope that someday things might become better, an occurrence of 

this cycle throughout a marital life leads to a development of learned helplessness. Here, a 

woman feel ay are lacking of an ability to remove them from a toxic situation. A nonstop 

psychological impact, it is argued, should force a court to consider special circumstances under 

which a homicide is committed rather than only applying a law. This was first done in India in 

1978 in a case of Manju Lakra v. State of Assam. Are, a suspect was a woman who bore a brunt 

of her alcoholic husband’s violent tendencies. 

During one such argument, she snatched a piece of wood in his hand and beat him to death. 

Purely based on a law at a time, she would have been guilty of culpable homicide amounting to 

murder. Though, a Guwahati High Court recognized her plight as a battered woman and found 

no Mens Rea. Henceforth, a court convicted an accused for culpable homicide not amounting 

 
5 Manju Lakra vs. State of Assam 5 Aug, 2013 
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to murder and sentenced her to five years’ imprisonment. A Court was of a view that exception 

1 to Sec. 300 of a Indian Penal Code i.e. grave and sudden provocation, was applicable to this 

case as a deceased’s preceding conduct of domestic violence was provocative enough for a 

accused to take such a step. A Court mentioned to Dr. Walker’s Battered Woman’s Syndrome, 

while numbering a reasons some women retaliated instead of simply leaving a household. 

While hinting at an essential for gender-neutral jurisprudence, a court listed various precedents 

in which courts have charged a husband for manslaughter and not homicide because of a 

previous promiscuous conduct of a wife. A Court specified that under Sec. 304 B of an IPC, in 

cases of incessant abuse, one cannot consider aggression by a woman to be an improbable 

reaction as opposed to suicide. 

VI. RECOGNITION OF BATTERED WOMAN SYNDROME
6 

Indian jurisprudence doesn`t yet legally recognize a Battered Woman Syndrome. Stereotypi-

cally, men are given leeway in committing crimes often associated with patriarchal notions of 

family honor such as when a wife is allegedly accused of adultery. In such conditions, grave 

and sudden provocation is seen as a valid defense. Though, a victim suffering from Battered 

Woman Syndrome will be excluded from this protection. Also, a socio-cultural context in India 

is such that a majority of a victim is illiterate and poverty-struck women who are ingrained with 

traditional notions of enduring and concealing violence for the sake of family values. With a 

legal system not being effortlessly accessible for am, ay have limited options to turn to, leaving 

am with no alternative remedy but to resort to a extreme option of killing air husband after being 

forced to tolerate a abuse. It is stimulating to note that Manju Lakra v. State of Assam was one 

of a few cases where a victim of domestic abuse was able to avail a defence of grave and sudden 

provocation for killing her husband. A literature on Battered Woman Syndrome was reviewed 

and reflected on, and a judicially recognized equivalent, Nalathangal Syndrome was deliberated 

on and a accused was only held guilty of culpable homicide. This syndrome is based on a sad 

Tamil ballad which revolves around a virtuous, heroic woman who commits suicide with her 

children after being subjected to extreme poverty and misery. Though there is no reference to 

any sort of violence from her husband, a underlying idea is that a woman chooses to end her 

suffering by killing her tormentor instead of killing herself. Yet, an application of this analogy 

is also flawed. A syndrome is provisional on a victim embodying characteristics of a “moral 

woman” who should ideally exhibit patriarchal values of traditional Indian society. 

One can understand this as sexist standards because a court is imposing certain qualities and 

 
6 Keerthana Medarametla: “BATTERED WOMEN: THE GENDERED NOTION OF DEFENCES AVAILABLE” 
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virtues upon a woman. Additional, by not legally recognizing Battered Woman Syndrome, an 

experiences, and stages of abuse and behavioral patterns of such women are delegitimized. 

Henceforth, an exception still remains gender-biased in nature. 

VII. IMPLICATIONS OF A GENDER-BIAS 

An importance of having a law which is interpreted in a gendered manner can be observed when 

a concept of a mode of resentment comes into play. In cases of culpable homicide not amounting 

to murder, a mode of anger is an important aspect which deals with how a accused’s retaliatory 

act should have a relationship to a provocation, i.e., it should be proportionate and not excessive. 

Firstly, with such a law in place and with its clarification equivalent to words may be met by 

words and fists by fists it suggests that a person who uses force that was not proportionate to a 

provocation does not qualify to avail a defense. In sensitive cases where are has been a history 

of domestic abuse, a person could also be triggered by verbal dialogue. In such cases, a person's 

mode of resentment will not fit a standard way of reacting which is acting in proportion to a 

provocation. A query that needs to be posed as what form of resentment should take place on 

part of a woman if provocation is through words alone. 

Though, a legal recognition of BWS is at its nascent stage in India and cases such as a Manju 

Lakra case appear to be an exception. Whereas a lot is written in India about short comings of 

a Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 are is little or no focus on battered 

women who retaliate. Even an official statistics relating to crimes in India do not account for it. 

Offences such as murder are reported under various categories such as murder due to illicit 

affairs, honor killings, and vendetta, amongst oars, yet are is no category for battered women 

who retaliate. An only obtainable legal framework for am is a gendered Indian Penal Code and 

a defense available is there in. 

Lately, a Delhi High Court used a Battered Woman Syndrome to convict an abusive husband 

of ‘abetment to suicide’ after a death of his wife. Though, Dr. Walker’s is not full-proof. Experts 

have raised concerns regarding a categorization of battered women as mentally unfit which may 

jeopardize air place in society. Furthermore, an association of certain traits with its victims leads 

to a framing of an ideal victim than focusing on a domestic violence. Nevertheless, Dr. Walker’s 

has brought about a much-needed change in criminal justice jurisprudence around a world. 

Case: Manju Lakra case, a Guwahati High Court, referring to a ‘Nalathangal Syndrome’, took 

cognizance of a series of acts, which established sustained provocation, ego grave and sudden 

provocation. Moreover, an interesting observation in this judgment is an analogy drawn 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
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between an offence of dowry death as prescribed under Section 304B of an Indian Penal Code, 

and battered women who kill air abusive partners. A court considered over a possibility that 

though it is not improbable for circumstances to lead a woman to attempt suicide, it is equally 

probable that instead of causing hurt to herself, she commits an act of aggression towards an 

aggressor. 

In an end, a court held that if a law recognizes that a battered wife may commit suicide due to 

surrounding circumstances, it should also recognize that proximate surroundings may cause her 

to kill a batterer. If a woman were to put an end to her life in its place of that of her husband, 

her husband would have been charged with dowry death and here, an intention was more to end 

continuing violent acts of violence, than to kill her husband. Thus, a victim becoming an attacker 

due to surrounding circumstances would be within ambit of sustained provocation causing grave 

and sudden provocation and would hence be held liable for culpable homicide not amounting 

to murder.7 

VIII. CONCLUSION AND NEED OF CHANGING SOME LAWS 

Though considering legislative changes, it would be instructive to analyze a UK Coroners and 

Justice Act, 2009, which integrates certain elements related to a BWS exception. Under Section 

55 of this Act, succeeding triggers include things said or done which constituted circumstances 

of an extremely grave character and cause a defendant a justifiable sense of being seriously 

wronged. A trigger of fear of violence was involved on references of a Law Commission in 

England. This trigger identifies a cyclical nature of battering force which also accounts for a 

perception of a threat of violence by a woman. Additional provisions have been a step forward 

in reducing a male centric nature of provocation, such as removing suddenness and sexual 

infidelity triggers. Indian lawmakers would do well to keep as path-breaking amendments in 

mind. 

To that conclusion, I recommend a following broad outline for amendments to a relevant 

provision of IPC: 

Section 300 - Exception 1 to 300 of IPC which consists of grave and sudden provocation can 

be amended to add a following explanation: For a use of this exception, once an accused is 

shown to have feel pain from repeated long-term physical and psychological abuse, an entire 

period of abuse may establish a period of provocation. This would preserve a continued 

provocation principle that courts have applied so far. Its statement in general terms guarantees 

 
7 Kothari Moksha: “How Expert Testimonies Can Help Understand BWS” 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/


 
1595 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [Vol. 5 Iss 6; 1585] 
 

© 2022. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities   [ISSN 2581-5369] 

that it remains applicable to persons oar than battered women. 

Section 100 of IPC which states for circumstances where a right of private defence of a body, 

extends to a causing of death, can be modified to add a following two explanations for all six 

clauses: (1) An apprehension of danger may be reasonable even when built on acts of assault 

that are persistent in nature. (2) A alleged act must be proportionate to an apprehended act in a 

view of a accused. This makes a test for defining a proportionality of a reply a subjective one 

which is more suited to a battered woman’s mental state. Two explanations basically allow 

immediacy and proportionality to be determined from a perspective of a person exercising this 

right. 

Both an overhead determinations shall be made on a basis of a BWS testimony given by an 

expert. This would be allowable under Section 45 of an Evidence Act, 1872, as opinion on a 

point of science, psychology to verify a relevant fact of a mental state of an accused. It may be 

possible to frame new category of defenses specifically for BWS and who don’t display a 

particular psychological symptoms to expected affected woman. As it can be introduced both 

as an exception generally applicable to offences against a body or as a sixth exception under 

Section 300 applicable specifically to murder. This defence can spread over in an event that a 

battered woman is unable to meet an already lowered standard suggested for private defence 

and provocation. 

Some women may be authorized by receiving a restraining order or by taking actions that lead 

to an arrest of a batterer. For oar women, litigation-particularly argumentative child custody 

cases-may aggravate stress. Mental health professionals can help battered woman get through 

as stressful times by making sure that a hazard offered abuse is as low as possible. Luckily, 

most battered women with BWS heal, raise air children, and go on to live creative lives once 

aware safe from a batterers’ abuse of power and control. 

A case of battered women fits into this example by virtue of a subjectivities of a experiences of 

battered women which are ignored when a law is conceptualized from an androcentric 

perspective. Importantly, such subjectivity is inherent in a very framework of a law. For 

example, a determination of what qualifies as offensive under a now invalid Section 66A of IT 

Act or reasonable under numerous criminal legislations including a IPC is often informed by an 

extremely situated male bias. This attachment guides a expectations of judges when it comes to 

dealing with gendered crimes such as rapes or homicides committed by battered women. A 

usage of BWS is meant to be a first step in addressing this issue and allowing women’s 

experiences to be brought to a fore.  
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