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Challenges of Women in Indian Diaspora 

Unheard Stories 

 
ANANDA MAJUMDAR

1 

 

ABSTRACT 

Women in India from the medieval period to the present has seen inequality in Indian 

society. The intersectionality is in full swing while the ancient Indian Vedic period 

mentioned women the divine mother. The rule of the Muslim dynasty was one of the 

contributors to change Indian society and to look at women as slaves or personal 

objectives. The Hindu prejudice such as sahamaran, sati, purdah (veil) destroyed the 

section of women and thus created rules for them to become quiet, and to accept their path 

as a fate of life. While in ancient India, in Indus civilization, Vedic India the status of women 

was a mother of everyone. It is about a form of masculinity, a society where women are 

under control by her intimate partner, by her husband. The social reformation process 

since independence is a great impact on India's diaspora but is contradictory as well due 

to continuous practices of abuse. Dowry death, domestic violence (beating by husband, 

partner, family members etc.), child marriage, societal violence (isolation from society, 

untouchability, recognition as unlucky, witches etc.), female foeticide, and female 

infanticide, forced eviction and exclusion, sexual harassment at the workplace etc. The 

objective of the paper is to find out their struggle from the midlevel to the present, 

government action to re-establish their rights legitimately. The outcome of the paper is to 

get success to know women's history of struggle not only in India but as universally. The 

feature question of the paper is, how the meaning of women properly understandable 

through society? The future activity of this paper is to share communities for ensuring that 

women are not objecting but institute, nations that depend on future citizens and they come 

from the womb of women. Therefore, inelegancy must be eliminated. It is therefore an effort 

through this paper to understand women and their entity in Indian diaspora included global 

society. The feature question is, is there any possibility of a permanent solution to the 
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women's challenges in India?  

Keywords: Intersectionality, Social Justice, Social Transformation, Social Feminism, 

Class-Caste-Pervasive Nature of Violence. 

 

I. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Indian women, western women always fight for their dignity, rights, over their body, sexism, 

feminism from the male section of the society. It is not India or Indian society that women are 

deprived; they are misbehaved everywhere in the world. Indigenous women in Canadian 

society are tortured from the beginning and still, they are confused over their identities. 

Intersectionality has been seen in the West, in India over minority women based on caste, race, 

sex, religion etc. The fact is, no such improvement has seen anywhere in the world through 

several bills, laws have passed for them. If a President calls a Prime Minister, a wicked witch 

of the East, then what do we expect from common people about women? The ideal in Bethany 

was for daughters to move to their husband’s communities after marriage and son’s remaining 

in their parents’ households, which had been similarly seen in South Indian villages. Thus, 

hegemonic masculinity was enacted concerning women both through families and through the 

wider institution they created as classical tradition. The social transformation was significant 

in Indian diaspora since the '90s through the establishment of social feminism but it was a 

contradictory effort due to targets of sexual assault in public spaces, online virtual abuse, and 

gender-based hate speech. The economic inequalities are still a major narrative in Indian 

masculine society, where social feminism was a part of social transformation for the rights of 

women but was not on the right track. The Indus civilization was affected by colonial rule and 

the effects continue in post-colonial India on her social feminist issues. The inequalities have 

been observed in the rural part of India, and even in the urban areas. Indian women who have 

a spouse and who are widowed faces social violation, a societal violation. They have been 

forced to leave their martial households when they lose their husband and become widows 

along with their children. They are helpless without any social and ethical and legal protection. 

Due to biased situation in the administration, they did not get much justice or was too late for 

social justice. 

II. METHODOLOGY 

Reading Books, Online Journals, watching and understanding documentary. Then a collection 

of information from all of the reading sources.  Then the formation of steps. Then writing drafts 

three times to better realizing and understanding those issues, editing several times. Then make 
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the final draft of the article. The methodology has also taken steps to write the paper by the 

description of sources reading, gathering in-depth insights on topics, focuses on exploring 

ideas, summarizing and interpreting and mainly expresses in words (qualitative approach). The 

essay has been discussed through the past and present situations in India and has taken a few 

world's examples of the situation of women. The comparison of Indian women and the world's 

women have shown here for the status of the 'women' everywhere. It has been noticed that 

India stood on a prime point in the problems of gender and intersectionality. It is not only in 

India, but a world crisis in the context of women's safety. The essay described India's status of 

women in ancient times and her problems through various periods from the ancient to the 

earlier independent and from the 90's decade to the present. The paper has been discussed 

through the areas of social, economic, political, cultural and demographic circumstances of 

India and her women’s situation based on those narratives of society.  

III. INTRODUCTION 

On January 1, 2019, a Renaissance came to the Indian state of Kerala when an estimated 5 

million women lined up for their rights, protesting violent agitations that are happening 

everywhere in India. Women for a long time were restricted even to enter India's temples 

because of their status as women, while it was also remembering that women were devadasi as 

well in South India in the past. This movement was for women's right to enter India's 

Sabarimala temple in Kerala. The temple was permitting the only man since 1991 but not 

women. Women's free worship is one of their rights. The women of Kerala made a women's 

wall to achieve their right to worship in a temple on equal faith like a man. India since the 

medieval period to the present has seen extensive practices of women deprivation through 

religious faith, blind faith, customs, and prejudice. They were victims of social and societal 

abuses such as sexual abuse, murder, killing, genocide and thus a sentiment created in Indian 

society that women are domestic objective. India was a land of various rules that conquered 

India in the past. They had their rituals that had been practiced in Indian society. The effect 

was serious over women. They always had been tortured from every religious community like 

Hindus, Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, etc. and thus a common idea or view crated that 

women are a domestic objective rather than an institution. Motherhood is a stage of 

womanhood which is the concept of Indian feminine divine tradition. The mother is particularly 

important in feminism and according to Indian philosophy. In ancient India, the Indus-Sarasvati 

valley period during 2000 BCE discovered the earliest imagery of mother that is the art of the 

Mother Goddess. Mother Goddess is the guardian of the house and villages in India based on 

childbirth and daily needs in domestic life. In Indian villages, the concept of Grama Devata is 
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the concept of Mother Goddess, the tutelary deity of every village. Therefore, Indus civilization 

made Mother Goddess a tradition, a valley culture, and a concept of the Indian civilization. 

Mother Goddesses are numerous at Harappa and Mohenjodaro while it was similar in 

Kalibangan, Lothal, Surkotada, Dholavira etc.  The people of India forget those values once 

Vedic India, Indus civilization recognized women as a divine mother for all, called Mother 

Goddess. Most feminist literature in India defines violence against women is a form of 

coercion, power, control by her intimate partner or his kin that also includes physical, sexual, 

verbal and mental abuse (forms of social and societal abuses). A recent form of violence against 

women in India has brought various topics to analyze such as sex-selective feticide, female 

infanticide and discrimination against women. During the '80s dowry deaths were on the rise 

and one of the primary reports in the media. The term dowry is an important narrative in the 

Indian upper-and middle-class system. Indian social systems are surrounded by poverty, 

specific rituals and practices with caste categories, which is her glimpses, that made dowry less 

controversial issues among the upper and middle-level caste. The curse of dowry would not 

perhaps imply among the lower castes but the violence against Dalit’s, and women (inclusive 

or particular) steadily climbed since 1994. The intolerance against lower castes and tribes is in 

full swing such as the incidents of rape by upper-caste men to lower caste women for control 

and maintain the class system hegemony. The dowry death case could be estimated at 12000 

per year in India as the pervasive nature of violence, but because of shame and dishonour, only 

a quarter of rape cases are reported yearly. Women in India experienced domestic violence at 

the hands of her husband, in-laws, father, brother, or other family members. They are 

experiencing verbal abuse, physical abuse and inflicting several forms of mistreatment. The 

reasons for the social violence are because of the inability to carry out the household's task in 

an appropriate manner, financial problems, desire for a male child, unawareness and illiteracy. 

Another form of women abuse is child marriage, which is another tradition in Indian society 

from their ancient times. As a result, women below 18 years are facing social and psychological 

problems, emotional development of the child in a negative way. Education is one of the most 

important objectives for empowering women, but unfortunately in the rural areas, the retention 

rate of the girls in schools is low as compared to males. The problem of the widow in India is 

another women deprivation who are evicted from their marital homes and meant to look after 

their needs on their own, after the death of their husband. Children of the widowed get evicted 

as well, they are less secure for their livelihood and isolated by the community from 

celebrations. Sexual harassment at the workplace is a problem that imposes barriers within the 

course of their progression. Sexual harassment hampers her psychological approach, she even 
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gets forced or compelled to leave the job even though she is not financially strong. According 

to the National Crime Records Bureau, an estimated 25000 rape cases were reported in the year 

2012 in India which is a strategy to exercise power over the members of the lower caste in the 

northern part of India.  Organizations who are working for social justice against this injustice 

say that because of the biased nature of police and other administration court cases are less 

effective or it is hard to pursue court cases. The problem of women in India has been analyzed 

as a socio-cultural-economic-demographic and individual-level factor. Culturally it has been 

explored by the controlling over women. The situation in India and the situation in the world 

against women are similar between the writing on gender. India shares with other countries 

that have many cultures, religions and a large number of indigenous and minority people. The 

feminist womanist and social justice are two main agendas of right-wing fundamentalist both 

in India and the United States, who extensively has given prioritized on social justice research 

on gender. As a former colonial country, India shares her research tradition, questioning and 

the role of the nation to other colonial countries in the context of entities with global spheres 

of influence such as colonial and neocolonial states and multinational corporations. 

Empowerment is one of the best objectives through which the situation of women in India can 

be changed or developed. It is a process to lead the generation of awareness and understanding 

amongst women in the context of various programs, schemes, policies, strategies, and rules. 

Empowerment is also a process to change the distribution of power both in interpersonal 

relations and in institutions in communities. It is a process to access resources through which 

the poor, the illiterate, the indigenous communities and the women get prepared to voice over 

their problem and thus to get away to solve problems. Empowered women begin to 

understanding areas, participation, decision-making processes and take control of the 

reproductive functions and decide on the size of the family; women should be allowed to spend 

the income she has earned based on her own needs and interest. The process of empowerment 

thus takes steps for the pleasures of women in the various sector for their inner development 

and to become self-reliant.         

IV. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Medieval India was not appropriate for Indian women because of various ups and down 

through many foreign conquests and their different ideologies about women decline women 

status in Indian subcontinent. It will be clear that Muslim came to India with their culture and 

thinking about women as their sole property which influenced in the society that women in 

India does not have any will of her own. Muslim invaders in India pick up any women they 

wanted for their comfort and enjoyment in harems, as a result Indian woman started to use a 
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veil (Purdah) to protect them from the rulers. It was one of the causes that women were losing 

their freedom in Medieval India. Women thus were considered as a misery and burden in Indian 

society as their mindset. There are various rituals also emerged for further deterioration of their 

status, such as Sati, a ritual of dying at the funeral pyre of the husband, called Sahagaman. It 

was a ritual or believe that women will go to the eternal world or go to the heaven for direct 

moksha from the lord. A custom of the society that was forcefully used for women and who 

obeyed the custom would recognize as a respected person by the society. It was a believe in 

Hindu society that dying at the funeral pyre of the husband is better than living as a widow 

which is one the holiest moment for women to become perfect or touchless by another man 

during her widowed period. Jauhar was another ritual of Indian Hindu society for women which 

was their mass suicide. The custom in Rajput societies allowed women to decide their death in 

such a situation when women’s were assured that they were sure to dying or abused by the 

hands of their enemy they arrange a large pyre and set themselves afire while their husband 

used to fight the battle with enemies till their last breath. Child marriage in India is from her 

medieval period. They were not allowed for education, nor any freedom. Thus, they were used 

as material. The age of 8 to 10 years was perfect for marriage and thus being slave for her 

husband and his entire family. The ancient’s monks of India commented in a negative way 

about women such as the shloka of the monk Tulsidas said that animals, illiterates, lower castes, 

and women are subjects who should be beating. The women in Medieval India lived a pious 

life after the death of their husband. They were not allowed to entry in any celebration. It is 

still working in a sense that widowed can not do anything during her children marriage and 

unfortunately those blind faith still exist in Indian society for women. My Mom could not be 

able to do any wedding rituals during her son’s wedding, the wedding rituals had been 

completed by one of my aunties which is a practical example, related medieval India. Question 

is does modern India ignore those blind faith even today? If yes, then why my Mom could not 

be able to do any rituals for her son? It is an evidence that evolution of Indian society and its 

view about women changes a lot from the point of the midlevel India; but it is clear that there 

is a link which still exists  between the medieval and modern India’s society about a judgement 

over women that they are materialistic and the property of her husband. Women in Buddhism, 

Jainism, Christians were able to enjoy more freedom than the women of Hindu society. They 

had superior access of education and more liberalistic approach than a Hindu woman. Jainism, 

Buddhism or Christians never pointed women or forced them in attaining salvation. They 

recognized women like men who have similar entity or appeal to the lord for grace. During the 

period of Emperor Asoka, women took part in religious preaching. Sister of the King 
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Harshavardhana, Princess Rajyashri was an eminent scholar of her time. Women in South India 

had more freedom than Northern India where Queen Priyaketaladevi of Chalukya 

Vikramaditya ruled three villages. In Vijayanagar kingdom women were present in each field 

such as they could wrestled, blow trumpet, handle sword with equal perfection with man. 

Women were employed in writing accounts of expenses. Those examples of South Indian 

women had been provided by ancient travellers in South India such as Domingo Paes, Niniz, 

Chinese traveller Xuan Zang etc. However, rituals in South India like Devadasis was another 

torture of women in there in the name of god. Devadasis were servant of the lord who lived a 

life of celibacy and spent their lifetime by the worship of the lords in the temples. They were 

temple singers and dancers for the pleasure of the God. Kings of South India would invite those 

Devadasi (property of temples and God) to perform at their court for their pleasure or comfort 

and thus they turned into Raja-dashi (property of the King as palace dancer). Women and men 

even today are differentiated and self-constituting in Southern part of India that was similarly 

approached in Bethany (a village in Bible was near Jerusalem). The ideal in Bethany was for 

daughters to move to their husband’s communities after marriage and son’s remaining in their 

parents’ households similarly the ideal was seen in South Indian villages. Thus, a hegemonic 

masculinity was enacted in relation to women both through families and through the wider 

institution they created as classic tradition. In India Women movements started during the 

freedom struggle against the British rule. It was for free, freedom, equalities of all kinds of 

women whether from Dalit communities or from upper-caste communities for the 

establishment of full and equal citizens which looks like the movements of 70’s in the United 

States. Gender equality right has been establishing in India through educational reforms, 

constituency reforms and the participation of Indian women in the national movement. Thus, 

they were using to exercise about citizenship right. Women in the United States fought against 

authority and power, while in India it was similar picture through the least priorities of women, 

but, the second wave of women consciousness from 60’s to 70’s was vital after post 

independent of India. Government of India was taking steps to show respect and morals over 

gender equalities by setting-up a committee on women status in 1974. On the other side various 

women’s group, women-based magazines publicised against dowry, dowry related death, etc. 

However, few women’s movements were turned into elitist women’s movement by ignoring 

India’s lower-class women (classification of caste system in India where intersectionality is 

clearly visible). Second wave of women rights movement was a platform to re-unite all classes 

of women and to give a single message to the Indian society about gender equality. The 

movement was a message called, Suffering No Disabilities. It was about women’s political 
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activism in India, equal women’s MP quota in Indian parliament. India is a male dominated 

developing country, women issues such as social and societal abuses are in full swing, as a 

result no body listens their voice and support their social justice. Second wave of feminist 

movement in a country like India is significant for women development. Indian women’s 

movement was a part of political freedom of India from the British rule; it was India’s social 

reform and an aspiration to connecting women in Indian politics, which has been showing in 

Indian politics by the elected women Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi. Women were 

inducting as full and equal citizens of India to educate them on their rights, citizenship etc. 

Indian leaders such as Gandhi and Nehru always focused over women’s oppression like caste, 

culture, class and the religion and therefore they always encouraged about women’s inner 

transformation, continued mobilization and empowerment. In India, because of liberal political 

discourses by the leaders, it was possible to establish new marriage, divorce and property laws 

for Hindu women, their educational and employment opportunities. The second wave of 

women movement in India was more rational and realistic assessment for their development. 

By the time, feminist activism and the impressive array of scholarship have concentrated on 

identifying the common ties which binds women qua, women across class, caste, religion and 

ethnic lines. It was also an aspiration to understand the totality of their experience through their 

multidimensional aspects of lives. However, those movements of Indian women rights did not 

get a full representation in Indian social phenomenon. The present status of women in India is 

kind of paradoxical, it means, in one side women is doing great through professional 

development to be an astronaut, lawyer, Pilot, Governor, Prime Minister but on the other side 

women are still in dark, as it has been said that they are still linking with medieval period by 

approaching those believe of dark age. It is not the fault of present women thinking but the  

Indian society who for years made those rituals to down women’s status and forced to compel 

women to think them minor in the society; that also forced to stop their voice against horrible 

action. Present Indian women are still suffering by her husband or partners as well as by martial 

family. Women are killing for dowry, forcefully appointing her slave by working household’s 

day long. The sex ratio of India is an evidence that Indian society is still prejudiced against 

female. Estimated 933 females per thousands of males in India according to 2001 census, while 

the world average of female is estimated 990 per thousand males, which is lower than the world 

average and thus making India male dominated society. Women in India still think those 

problems as their fate, and they accept too as their part of life. Currently women are facing 

problems like malnutrition, because of least feeding, and it is a ritual that women eat at last and 

least in the entire family after all her family members finish lunch and dinner. As a result, 
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nutritional content of those food intake does not have any value or strength that requires for 

maintaining a healthy body. UNICEF already declared that women in South Asia especially in 

India are not given proper care, resulting high ratios of malnutrition in Indian women. It affects 

over their newly born babies as unhealthy. Women in India and her surrounding countries are 

poor health because of various believes such as they are not breastfed for long, women get 

pregnant earlier for expecting a son, which affects over their health due to possible decrease of 

care period. Women’s are permitted for a free mobility, for which they need permission form 

their husband or in laws, resulting their inability to going hospital earlier during their pregnant 

period and thus could not pay attention on her health. Women morality rate in India is one of 

the highest in the world and it has connection of all things that has been discussed, such as 

malnutrition, early marriage, earlier pregnancy, no proper attention over health, an official 

slave for her husband and in laws etc. results in complications and lead to gynaecological 

problems, and become serious and finally lead to death. Indian villages do not care women 

education which has seen in the medieval India as well. Women’s in India are for household’s 

education vastly in villages, and even in the cities. Majority of Indian women are living in 

villages and are believing in medieval times. Poor economic condition is another reason that 

women are not getting priorities in India. Violence is common for women in India which is not 

their safety guarantor due to oppression by male dominated society. Intersectionality clime-up 

in Indian society, such as, Muslim women in India, that has also observed in the U.S. society. 

India is one of the most dangerous country in the world for women security at present. It has 

been surveying by estimated 548 experts from all over the world based on women healthcare, 

discrimination, cultural traditions, sexual and non-sexual violence and human trafficking. 

Crime statistics for 2016 shows that women in India was raped every 13 minutes, six women 

were gang raped every day, a bride was murdered for dowry every 69 minutes and were 

attacked by acid every month. Since independence, Indian political leaders implemented 

policies such as towards equality, planned development etc. to establish women rights that 

secures her equality with male in pluralist society. Perhaps it is a lack of educational 

background, awareness, mentality of the male dominated society that the Indian society did not 

realize the value of women, and their rights, and as a result, currently India is now one of the 

most dangerous country in the world about  women security along with countries like U.S.A., 

Afghanistan, Somalia, Pakistan, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Yemen 

and Nigeria, are the top ten most dangerous countries in the world for women. Indian women 

work more than men, but they are not valued for their work by unequal incentives. They do 

households work which does not counted as their hard work. Figure shows that in Andhra 
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Pradesh women works estimated averages 15 hours a day while men works 7-8 hours a day. In 

Indian society, girls are not consulted but to told marry a guy, to whom her family chooses for 

her lifelong partner. In almost everything women need permission form her husband or martial 

family to doing things. As a result, they are not able to ne empowered. Courts are flooded to 

dowry related cases and women’s murder due to this social prejudice in India. In ancient India 

women were given Stridhan (women estate according to Hindu Law) during their departing of 

parent’s house to arrive husband’s house after her marriage. That gifts were for her needs in 

any things and she could use it without permission of her husbands and his family. So, the 

money was for her to take care or for her future children’s taking care. This ancient tradition 

becomes obligatory and in the form of dowry at present. Currently parents must provide dowry 

at large amount (money, household miscellaneous etc.) during their daughters wedding and the 

in-laws of their girl are not concerned whether they are able to do so. Large amount of dowry 

makes the status of girls in her in-laws house, if dowry is awesome, then she deserves respect, 

love or if it is lower amount or no dowry then she has to suffer harassment and mostly lead to 

murder or suicide by herself due to extreme abuse from her in-laws and their entire families, 

including husband. Women in India in the past were killed after their born because of various 

social strata such as symbol of Witches, family burden etc. Newly born girl child in Rajput 

clans of Rajasthan was dropped in a large bowl of milk and was killed. Today due to technology 

it is possible to say whether girl or boy during pregnancy and in the meantime girl child aborted 

down. Women’s of India have no choice but to listen her husband or in laws for abortion. The 

ratio of the divorce cases in India are not higher than the Western countries, but not a happy 

wedding as well due to these social prejudices. Divorce in India is looked down by the society 

as regarded sign of failure marriage, especially for women. In Muslim community women did 

not have right to divorce her husband, it is almost like Hindu society as well. Muslim women 

are divorced by the pronouncement such as, I divorce you, by her husband verbally and then 

she is divorced. It is clear that there was no positive ideology creation since the medieval period 

of Indian society about women, about their fulfilment of rights even after government’s several 

actions and efforts for the rights of women, such as The Hindu Marriage Act of 1955, The 

Hindu Succession Act of 1956, The Hindu Window Remarriage Act of 1856, The Hindu 

Women Right to Property Act of 1937, The Dowry Prohibition Act of 1961, and most recently 

Triple Talaq Divorce Law for Muslim women in India. However, Indian society can not be 

able to forget their rituals over women as a personal object than an institute in Indian social 

fabric. Therefore, laws do not affect in their mind and mentality. Women in India are rising, 

they are on the road to get back their rights. Estimated 6000-8000 women from various regions 
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of India converged in Indian capital city New Delhi  for the protesting against atrocities. 

Women and young girls are subjected to violence and abuse in various parts of India and it is 

increasing year after year. Gang rape, abduction, physical and mental abuse, torture of various 

kinds, threats of killing (social and societal abuses) are part of women’s life and seems like 

their fate. Women organization AIDWA (All India Democratic Women Association) and its 

founding member Brinda Karat were addressing about the dangers of women in present India, 

they were urging to ban ancient text, The Rule of Manu,  which said that women as a dangerous 

temptation and must be control by the men at all time. In the year of 2013 in New Delhi, Indian 

women protested by laughing together against sexual abuse. In Kolkata, West Bengal, India, 

women gathered on the street from various regions of India to protest current environment of 

hate speech, violence, various types of abuses over women. They were raising voice on 

freedom of speech. According to them the march on the roads was for their constitutional rights. 

Their main theme was to get 33 percentage of reservation in jobs and politics, and therefore 

they were raising voice, Azadi Lekar Rahenge(we much get back our freedom)  by organizing 

estimated 150 processions across 20 states in India. Their point was if, Vikas, is for 

development for Indian society, then why it is not for women and why are they victims 

particularly? They rarely find Vikas (development) for women in twenty first centuries India. 

At least 2500 women joined for a colorful slogan for women rights where cross gender people 

also represented the march. There were various movements happed in India for women, they 

came to the road to dignify their rights, but unfortunately, the positive effects are not creating 

as the waves of revolution or transformation in Indian society. It is not only in Indian women 

or the fault of the Indian society alone. The torture over women have seen in the Western 

countries as well.  A document called, she is beautiful when she is angry, focused a line where 

a woman Alice Walker was telling that activism is her rent for living on the planet. Activism 

has been focused by leadership of affected women, their movement, campaign, revolution in 

the USA (NY Wall Street), in Puerto Rico. It is worldwide movement to establish women’s 

rights in various things such as equality, abortion, over their bodies, equal wage, recognition, 

career oriented etc... It is a collective voice to the male dominated society for change, it is not 

food recipe but issues, and it is not any national threat but collective conversation for women. 

Activism thus reflects in this documentary. It has been reflected since 1971-2011 about a theme 

for women that, their bodies for themselves, and in-between, there were several movements, 

campaigns happed in the United States. Highly educated women, university female students, 

who were real organizers of campaign did never recognize fort their contributions.  It was their 

message and to revolt against male dominated society and they also ask for friendly co-
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operation with male, but not a slave as housewives and never expect men as police force. 

Speaking truth, leadership and challenging over political authority are bridge between reading 

activism and the documentary. It is a movement for changing the world’s ideas about women, 

it is about awareness that men and women needs to be co-operate, equal in everything such as 

child must be taken care by both husband and wife and day care for child development 

(women’s demand). Men are not police but friend, these are women’s issue. Women are not 

threat for national security of the U.S.A, neither they are threat in India. It is something that 

they raise voice for social justice. Our Bodies are Ourselves (1971-2011) a big revolution was 

held in New York, Boston, Puerto Rico, in India, and in every part of the world for women 

social justice. Books have been published in almost every language, such as, Amar Sastha, 

Amar Sangstha (My Community and My Health) a Bengali book. It is their revolution for 

punish rapist, not victims. It is for Miss Liberty instead of Liberty of Statue. Various issues 

have been discussed such as why women’s vagina would be fucked by male? It is their power 

of lesbianism, lesbian feminism etc. Rape is a passion not crime, a horrendous statement has 

been taken as revolution by women, saying that, rape is a political crime against women. 

Richard Nixon, the President of the United States of America called Indira Gandhi (Prime 

Minister of India, 1966-1984), Old Wicked Witch of the East, because of his different 

judgement and idea about women’s  power, he did not want US women to become Soviet 

Women. In this scenario, movements sent a strong message to the political power that they 

would establish their value with respect. However, it has been observed for black women in 

the United States, and for Dalit women in India. Several measures have taken in India, in the 

United States and in Canada (Canadian aboriginal women in British Columbia and in 

Saskatchewan) for the protection of women and to reduce intersectionality from the society but 

still exists error in the system. Women and social change in India have been triggered by the 

pessimism due to increasing the sexualized violence, resulting low child sex ratio which makes 

India an inappropriate place for the girls. The social structure and the current economic booms 

in India also make women more likely targets of sexual assault in public spaces, online virtual 

abuse, and gender-based hate speech. The honour-killing ratio of women by her male 

companion has increased when there is conflict between them based on love and affairs and 

making a suspicion with third individuals as well. Therefore, everyday social transformation 

creates new opportunities and also reinforcing old Indian pattern of gendered exclusion. It is a 

common term that to be poor is to be vulnerable. Poverty, self-employment and of being a 

woman are all distinct but interrelated each other. In India major percentage of women lives in 

the rural areas where seasonal work in agriculture are mainly sources of income through 
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harvesting and planting. An Indian state West Bengal and its district Bankura is an extremely 

poverty effected area, women in those areas are suffering due to self-employment and seasonal 

work. A woman was telling her story to the author who went to meet with women for his book,  

About the Story of Self-employed Women, she was telling that she has no job and she is killing 

herself by pursuing extreme hard work, she was waiting for job to survive her family and to 

arrange food for her family. It is an example of differences between urban and rural areas of 

women in India. The transformation of social feminism has seen within urban women but there 

is no idea about social feminism among rural women. The women of India in the rural areas 

have no educational background, mostly are innocent about the current policies, schemes, 

empowerment, rules etc. the even have no idea about. Therefore, it is a contradictory Indian 

reformation about women progress and development. The development has not been able to be 

distributed equally between urban and rural areas of India. Bankura district of West Bengal is 

a particular example of rural women development. In the last three decades India’s economic 

development was tremendously improved, but advantages of the economic growth and social 

welfare did not able to reach among masses which caused economic inequalities. Inequality 

was one of the reasons for the creation of gender, caste, classes in Indian social fabric and the 

socio-economic status of India is highly depends on those narratives of Indian communities. 

One over married woman aged estimated 15 years and above from every household (total 

estimated 42,152 households) interviewed to understand social, economic circumstances such 

as education, health, family planning, marriage, gender relations circumstances. Caste 

(SC/ST/OBC and General) classifications in India found terrible, inappropriate and unequal 

through these interviews from various times by many scholars. Individual from ST/SC/OBC 

(Scheduled Tribe, Scheduled Caste and Back Ward Class) faced physical and social and 

emotional exclusion and various discriminations from the beginning, while the General(Upper 

Caste) is in primary positions to operate India economically, socially, culturally as India’s 

primary representatives both by domestically and globally. The different regions of India are 

at various threshold of demographic, economic and social development. The states of central 

and eastern India are legging the other states in the context of socio-economic and demographic 

development. Estimated 70 percentage of Muslim women in the urban area’s earn below the 

median while in the rural areas it is estimated 57 percentage of earnings. Both rural and urban 

areas of India’s Muslim women have substantially lower income across all age. Women in 

Indian central and eastern states such as women from West Bengal, Orissa, Bihar, Madya 

Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand have considerably lower income than other 

states of Indian women such as Northern, Southern and Western Indian states. The status of 
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women entrepreneurship is not satisfactory; a gender – focused entrepreneurship survey 

(Washington based consulting firm, Global Development and Entrepreneurship Institute, 

GEDI)  has explored that India is among the least and worst performing countries in the area 

of women entrepreneurship  countries in the world where women entrepreneurship is still in 

initial process. The reason is due to ignorance and slower women educational initiatives, strict 

social constraints, limited time, skill and lack of capital. There are some others challenges 

behind the scene that is, conflict between work and domestic commitments, it is because of 

women family obligation that bar them from becoming a successful entrepreneurs; gender gaps 

of education is another features of obligation through which they often lack the combination 

of education, vocational technical skill and work experience; legal constraints in family law is 

another obligation through which women face bar from the critical rules of institutions and 

from the legal environment; heavy household activities such as taking care more children for 

women who live in the rural areas, traditional role of house wives are obligations for women 

to open a business and to operate successfully and thus become an entrepreneurs; lack of family 

support is another obligation through which family make the women feel guilty of neglecting 

household duties in her pursuit of business obligations; lack of capital is another obligation 

creating by the bank, who are reluctant to lend to women entrepreneurs; lack of role models 

undermines women to becoming an entrepreneurs.   However, India is transforming socio-

economically, and the reaction also observed in the lives of Indian women, and gender relations 

more broadly. The past ten to twenty years have seen a vast and increasing number of women 

moving out from the domestic activity into the public activity of education, work and politics. 

Female literacy has increased, more women pursue higher education. They are involving in 

various common sights such as on buses, in cafes, markets and other public spaces in the big 

cities. It paints everyday social transformation in India, analyses these everyday transformatory 

churnings on the everyday lives of ordinary Indian women and on the relations between 

genders. The wider process of social transformation depends on the values, diversities, visions 

and identities, in this process, India by the help of the private public collaboration is combining 

those narratives for the wider and continuous social transformation. Large number of women 

elects to village and municipal councils across the country for the providing of permanent voice 

of social change. In the decade of 90’s India started development through the introduction of 

the recommendation of the Mandal Commission on the reservation for Backward Classes 

(OBC’s), the introduction of economic reforms and liberalization, and the introduction of 

reserved seats for women in villages and municipalities. These events were significant for the 

social transformational in Indian diaspora, especially for the women. Politically, the reservation 
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for women of one-third of all seats in villages and municipalities had a major impact on 

women’s participation in public life. The revolution perhaps did not able to be born millions 

of Indira Gandhi, but it has seen the emerging of more than one million women elected in the 

public office that estimates more than the rest of the world combined. Economic liberalization 

since 1990 has increased the ratio of literacy, creating new employment of paid job including 

for women. A whole new generation of young middle-class women are becoming an everyday 

sight not only in café, and other public spaces, but in IT and It enabled sectors. Thus, they are 

now challenging traditional high-caste gender ideologies. India gave the birth of Ms. Indira 

Gandhi, the Margaret Thatcher of India, there is a list of powerful women in Indian history 

such as Indira Gandhi, Sarojini Naidu, Vijaya Laxmi Pandit, Kiran Beedi, Lata Dinanath 

Mangeshkar, Queen Laxmi Bai, Ashapurna Devi,  and Mother Teresa, who were contributed 

their best work in the field of social, economic, cultural, political sectors for the development 

of India as a nation in the global stage. They showed the way for common Indian women how 

to survive in a male dominated society like India. The everyday social reformation in India 

creates new opportunities for women to explore them to the society and rest of the world, such 

as Miss Beauty contest in domestic and global stage. India’s Miss World Aishwarya Rai is one 

of India’s women character who explores her talent globally as an Indian woman 

representative, on the other side she is a common woman in her parents-in-law as a housewives, 

mother, and daughter-in-law. Government of India since 1960’s is implementing various laws, 

rules and regulations for the protection of women such as article 21 of Indian constitution 

clearly dictates that no person shall be deprived of his or her  life or personal liberty except 

according to procedure established by law. In The second Five-Year Plan (1956-61) the 

empowerment of women was closely linked with agricultural development program; in The 

Third and Fourth Five Year Plans (1961-66 and 1969-74) women education was a primary 

agenda; in The Fifth Five Year Plan (1974-79) women training was a primary focus by the 

Government for the financial protection of Indian women under women’s social welfare;  in 

The Sixth Five Year Plan (1980-85) women social welfare replaced into women development; 

in The Seventh Five Year Plan(1985-90) of the Government of India, gender equality and 

empowerment has been prioritised, for the first time generation of awareness with regards to 

rights and training in skills for better employment had been prioritised; in The Eight Five Year 

Plan(1992-97) empowering women on grass-roots level had been prioritised; in The Ninth Five 

Year Plan(1997-2002) estimated 30 percentage of fund were earmarked for women related 

fund; in The Tenth Five Year Plan (2002-07) through the adaptation of National Policy for 

Empowerment of Women in 2001, it has been ensuring survival, protection and development 
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of women and children through rights based approach. Currently Government of India has 27 

schemes for women development program  such as Indira Mahila Yojana, Indira Mahila 

Kendra, Mahila Vikas Nidhi, Rastriya Mahila Kosh, Working Women’s Forum, NGO’s Credit 

Schemes, Micro and Small Enterprise Cluster Development Programs, National Banks of 

Agriculture and Rural Development Schemes, Rajiv Gandhi  Mahila Vikas Pariyojana etc. 

There are several other initiatives from the Government and from various private and public 

organizations, non-profit organizations have been taken for the improvement of Indian 

intersectionality where women are the primary focus for the development. It is 21st century, 

India has taken few promises for her spiritual development for which India is renowned, this 

spiritual development can be fulfilled once India’s women will be free from prejudice.   

V. CONCLUSION 

Indian women since the medieval period to the present are victims of various societal Indian 

prejudice such as the symbol of Witches, the household's servant of an in-law, personal 

property of her husband etc. They are hated, neglected in almost everywhere. It is a societal 

disgrace that Indian society still has very few senses about women to think them an institution 

for the entire human being because of their motherhood power for the existence of human 

civilization. It needs to be remembered that women are a symbol of motherhood and wifehood, 

they are not symbols of Witches as President Nixon described Indira Gandhi, or it has been 

recognized through Indian ancient monks and the medieval culture. Motherhood and wifehood 

are spiritual transformations of each other. Spiritually women as the mother are glorious. The 

root of the nation-building is the mother through her children, and it depends on the guidance 

of wisdom which makes children well-balanced both psychologically and physically. Mother 

has a great contribution to make her children. Vedic India indicates women to follow as a divine 

mother rather than abuse them universally. It is not only in India, most of the countries have 

three historical juncture which is class, race and gender. India from the beginning of her 

civilization has seen various class struggles and women is her most influential narrative. The 

class, gender and classification at historical juncture have seen the social position of Indian 

women, which was once a debate between the British colonizers and Indian nationalists. The 

savage nature of Indian culture such as sati, untouchability has been analyzed by the British, 

which transform Indian women from a social position into a political question. On the other 

side, Indian nationalists resolved this political question through the construction of a series of 

gendered dichotomies, which combined Indian women as the embodiment of authentic, cultural 

and spiritual values. It has been also seen that India from her earlier period of independence 

was sympathetic to the cause of women and had its hands full building the nation, keeping 
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India secular and together. Because of India's diversity and vastness women's status depends 

on their position within the stratified society. It has been analyzed that upper-middle-class 

woman in Indian metropolitan cities is far better than the women in the remote towns, who are 

still following the traditional lifestyle of 18th centuries. The golden period of Indus civilization 

which includes the mother Sita of Ramayana was a glory of Indian women's history. The 

comparison with Indus civilization which has been discussed above, can not be a similar entity 

of women's status at present scenarios. Various tales have been discussed such as The Ladies 

Coupe, Ramayana and the role of Sita, but they were the women of their times when the women 

were recognized as a mother goddess. It is an evolutionary process through which society, 

economy, circumstances have changed.  The reformation process is of course a new era in 

Indian social fabric but contradictory through its pattern. The status and role of women have 

been described as a peaceful mother or mother goddess in ancient India, unfortunately, the role 

of women in current India is labourer, which is cross defined. An estimated 27.2 percent of 

women are labourer, while 14.5 percent of women are parliamentarians. The social 

transformation of India helps to become women as an Indian parliamentarian, but the ratio is 

smaller than the Indian labourer women. Therefore, work on transformation should be 

continued for the development of women. The status of women in Indian social fabric has 

different perspectives, during the golden time of women's history (ancient India) Sita, Droupadi 

was devotional women of Indian mythology in Ramayana and Mahabharata and they had been 

recognized as the mother goddess of Indus civilization. Pre-colonial and Colonial 

circumstances of Indian women were not respectful due to Hindu rituals and tradition that has 

been influenced by other religions as well.  The ritual of Sati was one of the terrible crimes by 

killing women along with her deceased husband during his funeral in the fire, untouchability 

was another crime to isolated women from society or community. Dayan (calling witches) was 

another horrendous crime against women in India and her surrounding neighbour countries and 

thus community either killed her or isolated from everyone. Calling women as Witches is still 

a social practice in the Indian diaspora due to blind faith. These are also societal violence 

against women. Because of their isolation from the society or community they can not be able 

to make their status in the community or obtain social justice. There are several laws and rules 

in India for the protection of women such as the Domestic Violence Act, 2005, Child Marriage 

Act, 2006, Right to Education under article 21 of the Indian Constitution, The Criminal Law 

Amendment Act, 2013 etc. but the administration of India such as police, various professional 

bodies are biased, they are barely epitome of equality between men and women. The social 

reformation has been successfully launched by the public-private initiative, but it was limited 
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in the urban areas, rural areas of India is still out of the reformation. The feature question is, 

are there possibilities for a permanent solution of the women in India?  The answer is 

complicated, and the solution is difficult in Indian scenarios. However, implementation of a 

frame of empowerment, enlightenment about women in Indian society and its strict practices 

by all narratives of the society can be maintained. A-frame can be implemented over women's 

values that can evaluate through the norms of respect, value and social feminism. A fair, equally 

successful transformation of Indian social fabric for the improvement of intersectionality and 

gender-biased can be possible when people of India and her masculine oriented society will 

become educated enough and to avoid all kinds of ancient blind faith. This is how a permanent 

solution can be observed.  

***** 
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