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Dead Man Can Not Wail for Justice, it is the 

Responsibility of Living Soul to do so for them 

 
ABHAY CHHETRI

1 

      

ABSTRACT 
On 12th may 2021, India had faced a terrific situation of accumulation of thousands of 

dead bodies in the banks of river Ganga. passing through the present-day scenario, It seems 

that the rights and justice for a deceased person are highly affected and are in a state of 

getting deprived. It is often said that death means “A state of being silent” but looking at 

the present situation it seems that-the dead man is sobbing for the rights and justice, 

although not by expressions but by emotions. Looking forward to which various ministries 

reacted upon it including NHRC with the conclusion of providing deceased equal rights, 

dignity and justice. Moreover this act has clearly violate the aim of keeping Ganga clean. 

This article will talk about various aspects on how the rights of deceased have been taken 

away and are there any law for the deceased and moreover with discussing the remedies 

on how the rights of our beloved one’s can be maintained. 

Keyword: Humanity, Human Rights, Constitution of India. 

  

We are living in a state of being “Paralyzed”. With the evolution of mankind, the humanity and 

dignity within our soul is being deprived. Contrary to the pretext It is important for us to know 

that we are citizens of a country which is known for its holy history and stands top in the world 

for its culture and heritage. Moreover, India is referred to as a country of love- a country 

illustrating secularism, liberalism and a very much known fact The largest democratic country 

in the world. We are citizens of the largest Democratic country in the world. But looking at the 

current situation, It does not seem to be part of the largest democratic country in the world. But 

why? 

Democracy is a power of uniting a country with citizens by giving equal rights to each citizen 

of a country thus giving rights to each and every citizen to select their provincial leader, which 

clearly states that a country with democracy encourages equal rights. Moreover, India is a 

country which not only respects and offers rights to a living person but also shows dignity and 

justice to the deceased by maintaining special law and order for them. Although passing 

through the present-day scenario, it seems that the rights and justice for a deceased person are 
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highly affected and are in a state of getting deprived. It is often said that death means “A state 

of being silent” but looking at the present situation it seems that-the dead man is sobbing for 

the rights and justice, although not by expressions but by emotions. But why all this trauma? 

The whole world is suffering through a very vicious disease “Corona”. In this context- The 

country India with a population exceeding more than 130 Crores is passing through a very 

tough time. With more than 24 lakh covid cases along with dissasterble record of 2.5 lakh plus 

deaths, the country is passing through many social, political, legal and economic issues. But 

here the main issue is not the stats of the corona rather it is the rights and justice for deceased 

persons. There are different rights for a deceased person which are specified in the Constitution 

of India. Looking forward to the facts and data, are these rights even given to them even after 

they leave us? 

For the past few days India is passing through a very terrific situation of accumulation of 

thousands of dead bodies on the banks of river Ganga and other parts of the country. Moreover, 

research has also shown that the bodies of deceased persons are compiled and buried in land 

altogether. Within a span of 3-4 days over 100 dead bodies have been found floating up to the 

river’s surface in UP and Bihar. 

Detailed facts on these issues were collected and came to a conclusion of recovering 76 dead 

bodies from Mahadeva Ghat in the Chausa village of Bihar’s Buxar district on wednesday 12th 

may. On the same day 52 bodies were spotted floating near the Ujjar, Khulhadia and Bharavli 

Ghats in UP’s  Ballia district. It became a big trauma when 12 bodies were found floating on 

river Ganga in Bara and Ghamar areas of Uttar Pradesh’s Gazipur district on tuesday 11th of 

may. Being such a big cause of social welfare affecting the welfare of citizens,looking on to 

this NHRC(National Human Rights Commission) on Thursday issued a notice to central,Uttar 

pradesh and Bihar on complaining about the immense situation of multiple bodies found in 

banks of Ganga within a few days. NHRC observed that the public authorities fails to take 

required necessary steps in educating and preventing the immersion of dead bodies in river 

Ganga.NHRC concluded that “The practice of disposal of dead bodies in our sacred river 

Ganga is clearly a violation of guidelines of National mission for clean Ganga project of 

Ministry Of Jal Shakti”. On looking forward to this, Patna High court seeks response of Buxar 

, Kaimur District Commissioner on disposal of bodies .Moreover NHRC issued a notice on 

“advisory for uploading the dignity and providing the rights of the dead” and calls for special 

laws to uphold dignity of deceased found along Ganga river. So, looking to the situation and 

reports it is identifiable that there has been a careless attitude of the government officials and 

the public authorities for not framing the situation in a valuable way and thus depriving the 
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rights and dignity of deceased along with neglecting the rules and regulations of National 

Human Rights Commission and Ministry of Jal Shakti. Courts shall be made equally liable for 

not issuing proper remedies and action against such cause. This is a big social cause affecting 

the basic humanity rights and dignity of the deceased. 

Looking on to the various aspect, further explanation can be conducted on the vote of objection 

of being “not solemnly liable for the current scenario ”which means it is not the government 

officials, courts or public authorities who are solemnly liable but a very much percentage comes 

on to us the citizen of India and of course the current pandemic of Covid-19. It is well 

acceptable that due to covd-19 there is tremendous shortage on beds, vaccines and oxygen 

cylinder which is not a question to be hiked as we are a country of 130 core population so it 

becomes herculean task to arrange the remedies especially when the whole world is suffering 

from same disease. Out of all this, with the recovery rate of 83.5% India is excelling in not only 

the field of medical. It is more obvious that with the death of more than 2.5 lakh people it is 

very difficult to cremate each and every dead body as it will give an adverse effect to nature, it 

will not only encourage deforestation but also a tremendous hike in pollution and other effects 

on the environment. In the past few months there has been a shortage in morgues as they are 

fully occupied. A very effective technique for criminalization is electrical crematorium which, 

furnaces melt due to the rush of bodies. Adding on to this it can be well appreciated that 

“protecting the lives of living is more important than worrying about the cremation of the 

dead”. 

India has a set of laws, rules and regulations which are needed to be obeyed by each citizen of 

India under any circumstances and on disrespecting these rules and abiding law the person shall 

stand liable and be charged for punishment. This clarifies that Covid-19 can not be an excuse 

for violating the rights and dignity of deceased persons; moreover providing them justice is the 

duty of law and on violation of such law, the accused shall stand guilty. There are various laws 

which can be directly executed on to the legal framework of providing justice to deceased  

persons. Moreover, the Indian constitution gives equal rights to a deceased person so it is a 

duty to not only protect the rights of  a living person but also to protect the dignity of a dead 

person. Article 21 of the Indian Constitution which guarantees the “right to life”, 

embraces many aspects of a person’s life including the right to dignity. By various 

judgments of Supreme Court and high court, this right has been extended to dead persons 

also. 

In the case of Parmanand Katara v. Union of India, 1989 the Supreme Court highlighted the 

importance of conferring dignity to the dead person. Again it was reiterated by the apex court 
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in the case of Ashray Adhikar Abhiyan v. Union of India, 2002 that dignity of a dead man must 

be maintained and respected. It extended the right to homeless deceased persons to have decent 

cremation according to their religious customs, it also established a corresponding state to 

ensure that decent cremation is served to the person. There are various other laws and rules 

which are related to rights and dignity of dead persons, but there are not many legal laws in the 

current situation .Constitution should recognise a relevant law on cremation of a dead person, 

a proper legal framework should be formed to give them equal rights. Not only the dignity and 

justice of deceased persons were affected but also a huge proportion of this scenario has 

affected river Ganga. Ganga is a sacred river it is treated as a holy river according to Hindu 

Mythology. 

So, the practice of disposal of dead bodies in the sacred river Ganga is clearly in violation of 

guidelines of clean Ganga project of the Ministry Of Jal Shakti. It was the duty of government 

officials, public officers to implement the river Ganga rejuvenation protection and management 

order 2016 which clearly states that by no means river Ganga shall be polluted,but looking on 

to the current scenario it is clearly visible that the orders and rules are not followed by the 

officials in an effective medium. After all these trauma NHRC has concluded that there must 

be proper laws related to rights and dignity of a dead person. 

We are part of a country giving rights to one’s who does not even exist (in the context of Ram 

Mandir). If we have a power to give rights to almighty then it should be our duty to provide 

rights to one who lived with us. Looking on to the current scenario the only option that we are 

left with is that there should be organized and particular places to bury the dead bodies and 

moreover more encouragement should be given to electrical crematorium which will be a 

effective measure in protecting the rights, dignity and justice of the ones who left us behind. 

By keeping in mind various laws, rules and regulations it comes to the conclusion that not only 

the government but also we citizens of India have failed in providing rights, dignity and justice 

to our own beloved ones. Perhaps, It must be our allegiance to be the substructure for the rights 

and justice of our loved ones. 
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