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  ABSTRACT 
As a result of this, the 20th century laid the foundations for the modern individual. Diet, 

health care, and education are the three areas that need the most attention. With a rapidly 

growing population, India is one of the world's newest countries. People in this country 

must be equipped with the knowledge necessary to propel and power this country towards 

becoming a truly global powerhouse. People's social, political, and economic 

circumstances have an impact on their education. Individuals from affluent backgrounds 

are constantly given the opportunity to attend superior schools and institutions. While 

people from the poorer sections are more likely to produce inferior work, the system as a 

whole contributes to the widening gap.  

Inequalities in access, completion, and quality plague India's education system. A child's 

educational experience in India is influenced by factors such as class, linguistic 

background, gender and race. As a result of these factors, India's society suffers from 

knowledge disparities. This research mainly focuses on how regional inequality, sex 

inequality, parental income, occupation and especially the worst effect of Covid-19 causing 

educational inequality in India.  

Keywords Educational Inequalities, Regional Inequality, Inequality on the basis of sex, 

caste, social groups ,Parental Income Occupation and Covid-19 effect. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION  
As a growing country, India has had to cope with a variety of difficulties in the process of 

achieving growth. Education is a key ingredient in the development process. When it comes to 

improving a developing country's overall state, education plays a critical role. When we 

consider the impact that education has had in India's development over the years, there are a 

number of things that come into play. Regional differences, gender , caste, parental income and 

occupation are the few factors that cause inequality. Education Inequality is a term that is 

widely used in India, despite years of policymaking aimed at bringing about change. Inequality 

is not addressed in any substantial way. It is past time for the Indian government and 

policymakers in the field of education to recognise the gravity of the situation.  (Kaushik & 

Ramani, 2011). Understanding the core cause of inefficiency is critical to achieving efficiency 
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in education.  

The structure's goal is to explicitly state all of the obstacles that are impeding India's goal of 

universal education. Even after so many years of freedom, India continues to lag behind in 

terms of literacy among its citizens. With the increasing degree of competition in education 

around the world, it is critical for the Indian economy to make the necessary improvements in 

order to compete with the economies of industrialised countries. 

(A) Methodology 

In this research, I argue that factors such as region, gender, caste, and parental income have an 

impact on the education sector in India. As a result, we continue to discuss the improvement 

of India's educational level. I organised my research around four main themes, beginning with 

regional inequality (Barooah,2017), which is defined as inequality based on geographical 

location and an uneven distribution of educational opportunities among different regions. 

(B) Literature Review  

There are numerous factors that influence or are the primary cause of educational inequity.  

1.  Regional Inequality - First, regional inequality, often known as the inequality 

encountered by pupils and educators based on geographical conditions, should be discussed 

(Roy,2014; Agrawal, 2014). Urban and rural areas in India have different levels of 

development, which is at the basis of regional disparities. Almost all of India's main 

development initiatives take place in urban regions, which leads to the creation of new and 

well-equipped educational institutions in metropolitan areas (Barooah, 2017). Schools in 

metropolitan locations have nicer classrooms with quality furniture, modern classrooms and 

playgrounds, as well as clean water, medical facilities and competent teachers. Aside from 

lacking all of these amenities, rural institutions do not even have the fundamental hygienic 

amenities. Many government schools in India lack adequate classroom space, adequate 

lighting, and clean water, all of which contribute to increasing inequality. To get a better 

education, students from the countryside have no other alternative but to leave their homes and 

move into the cities (Barooah,2017). As a result of family restrictions, not every student is able 

to leave their home in search of quality education. For example, some students are the only 

child in their family and their parents do not want them to leave their home, even in search of 

better education. Changes in education policies, however, may help to improve the situation in 

the future. As a result of policy changes, India's educational system is now more balanced. In 

order to bring about constructive change, all regions must grow and develop (Bhattacharya & 

Springerlink, 2015).  
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2.  Inequality On The Basis Of Sex - It's not uncommon to hear the word "gender 

inequality" used in India. One of the numerous challenges caused by it is the disparity in 

educational qualifications between the sexes. India's traditional view of women is that they 

labour for or under the supervision of men, but that's changing with the passing of time. 

Government efforts aside, society is still not ready to accept women in leadership positions or 

other traditionally male-dominated roles (Devi, 2001). In India, men are expected to dominate 

women, and women are expected to aid them in their efforts to rule them. We should be 

ashamed of the fact that women in India were required to work twice as hard as males to achieve 

equality. Women are expected to focus on home tasks rather than schooling, women in India 

are not as encouraged to pursue education as males (Tilak, 1893). In the male segment of 

society, the weight of learning skills and becoming eligible to earn money, or we may say 

becoming self-sufficient, is heavy. They are expected to work and provide for their families, 

and females are supposed to learn housekeeping skills for their spouse's family in order to 

support their husband (Froerer, 2011). A country like India has a lot of situations like these, 

which contributes to gender disparities in education. When it comes to demographic 

advancement, Rammohan and Vu (2018) argue that educating young women in India is key. 

In India, if women are given the same degree of motivation as males, the literacy rate might go 

up. Therefore, the general level of educated people in society will tend to increase as more 

educated women encourage their children's education and as more educated children in each 

home.  

          

                                             

3. Inequality On The Basis Of Caste  And  Social Groups - In India, the caste system 

is a major cause of many problems in the development process. There are many different social 

groups in India, and each group has their own beliefs and ideals. To them, everything that 
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deviates from their traditional ideas is unacceptable. Different socio-cultural groups' rigidity is 

producing problems in the educational system (Tilak, 1979). Social groups involved in 

agricultural activities tend to focus on the education of their children as a priority for them. 

Over time, people are conditioned to believe that working in the fields is the only ability that 

would allow them to feed their families, and their children are likewise pushed to learn the 

same thing as they grow (Froerer, 2011). Also, the caste system is a major factor in creating 

educational disparities, as it divides people into SC, ST, OBC, and GC.Authorities must 

undertake considerable policy reforms to ensure that all social groups have equal opportunity 

in the field of education (Tilak, 1979). To have a direct impact on the problem, policies should 

be developed to reduce the gaps in socioeconomic origins. Change is also expected to improve 

family conditions for socially disadvantaged groups with educated children. Better job 

opportunities will be available and higher levels of education should become possible.  

4.   Inequality On The Basis of   Parental Income And Occupation - Parents' financial 

situation has a direct bearing on their children's success in school. In a developing country such 

as India, the bulk of the population is in the middle-income bracket. Not everyone earns enough 

money to be able to purchase basic necessities such as food, shelter, and clothing. It becomes 

difficult to pay for children's education in this situation, resulting in educational inequity 

(Tilak,1979). A child's health suffers when his or her parents can't afford to feed and nourish 

him or her adequately (Jurmani Bridal, 2015; Fernald, Karger, Hidroba& Gertler, 2012). 

Parents' level of education also reveals their financial situation, as well as how open-minded 

they are in order to support their child's goals (Fernald, Karger, Hidroba& Gertler, 2012).Child 

development is directly affected by parental income when it comes to access to good sanitation, 

clean water, and healthy food. As far as income and occupation are concerned, parents from 

different social classes have a specific role to play in this regard. S&T parents have fewer 

opportunities to provide better facilities for their children. In economic terms, they are 

considered underemployed and unemployed. Inequality in education occurs when parents' 

income levels differ. Parents with a higher income have more opportunities to educate their 

children. A lack of resources prevents parents from investing as much in their children's 

education, resulting in unequal participation rates. 

5. Effect Of Covid-19 On Education Inequality- Two years after India's schools were 

closed to combat the epidemic, the country's education system is at risk of becoming even more 

unequal as a result of the digital shift. Exclusionary learning has put a majority of children 

without access to the internet in distress, some even to the point of self-harm, as several articles 

in this newspaper attest. In the aftermath of Covid-19, schools and other educational institutions 
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were closed. There are students in India who attend school solely for the purpose of obtaining 

a meal. The great midday meal scheme has helped many children who were unable to bring 

their own food from home to get the nutrition they needed to thrive. 

II. FINDINGS  
● There was a 58 percent difference between the average (median) expenditures in 

government schools and Kendriya Vidyalayas for 2014-15. (INR 27,723). A government-run 

school system for bureaucrats with transferable jobs, the latter consists of a network of schools. 

How well students are treated is influenced by the social class of their parents. 

●  

Students from privileged backgrounds are more likely to enrol in professional courses, as 

evidenced by the data presented above. 

● Around 50 percent of adolescents do not complete secondary education, while 

approximately 20 million children do not attend pre-school. (Source Rapid Survey of Children 

2013-2014 MWCD) 

●  

● Students in rural India were asked to participate in the Education Report (ASER) 2020 

via telephone survey. Less than a third of the children surveyed were enrolled in an online 
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course, and only 11% had access to live online classes. The data shows that children are bearing 

the brunt of digital inequity. When asked why they hadn't received any learning materials from 

their school during the survey week, 24.3% of children said it was because they had no 

smartphone — almost 75% of interactions with schools took place over WhatsApp, according 

to the survey's results. 

 

● An estimated 11% of parents purchased a phone during the lockdown in order for their 

child's education to be uninterrupted. While smartphone usage has increased in recent years, 

access to them has not, which shows that technological solutions alone will not be enough to 

address this unanticipated crisis.  

III. ANALYSIS ON FINDINGS 
All these factors taken together, it's clear that regional and caste-based inequality is a bigger 

problem than gender and parental income. There has been a lot of work done to narrow the gap 

between male and female sections of the society as India is rapidly changing. In the field of 

education, women are now on par with men and even ahead of them. For students who excel 

academically, parental income is less of a concern now that there are numerous scholarship 

opportunities available. Parental and household income is no longer an issue if students are 

capable of achieving more in their educational goals. A major issue is regional disparity, 

however, which calls for government and policy makers to focus on addressing it. The gap 

between rural and urban regions, for example, is enormous when it comes to growth. In this 

research we can see how educational inequality is caused by several factors and this paper also 

depicts the report of GEM, ASER and many more showing the several factors leading to 

educational inequality in India.  

IV. CONCLUSION   
India's education system lags behind due to different disparities. There are a number of regional 

issues highlighted in this essay that can make it difficult for certain students to leave their 

comfort zone in search of a decent education. When both genders (boys and girls) are treated 

differently despite their equal aptitude to study and learn, gender inequality results. Due to the 

fact that every social group has its own set of beliefs, there are differences based on caste and 

social group. As a result, pupils' engagement in the learning process is uneven, as they are 

confined by the group. Parental income and occupation is the final element covered in this 

research report. Students' interest in a certain topic of study is influenced by their background 
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and their parents' influence. In general, children who have well-educated parents who hold 

high-level jobs are more likely to strive for a similar degree of education as their parents. 

Children from low-income households and from socially disadvantaged groups, on the other 

hand, have less options when it comes to higher education. When discussing educational 

disparity, the following criteria are considered relevant (Javed, R., & Mughal, M. 2019).  

All these elements taken together, it's clear that inequalities based on location and caste present 

bigger concerns than gender and parental wealth. There has been a lot of work done to minimise 

the divide between male and female sections of the society since India is rapidly evolving. In 

the sphere of education, women are now on par with males. Also, family income is no longer 

an impediment in the new India, thanks to the abundance of scholarship possibilities available 

to bright kids. Overall, educational disparity is a huge problem, but there is a lot that can be 

done, and by fully identifying the core cause, it will be much easier for relevant authorities to 

act on these issues.  

*****  
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