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ABSTRACT 

The term “Secularism” as mentioned in the Indian constitution is an integral part of the 

country and the freedom of religion is a fundamental right provided to each and every 

citizen of India. We Indians, consider religion to be an important aspect of our lives. Not 

only our Country’s constitution but other state laws too, talks about protection and 

upholding of a person’s religious belief. In a country like India, Religion has always been 

considered as a very crucial and sensitive topic in fact to such an extent that India is 

considered as one of the most religious country in the world having a religious and divine 

culture dating to the early ages. But then again with every rose comes a thorn and religion 

wasn’t spared too and soon enough hate crimes and other violence followed suit. Violence 

in the name of religion has become a daily activity for suppressing minorities and hate 

crimes have increased by a huge extent. The word hate crime might be a simple English 

word but its effects are deeper and wider ranging than those of other serious crimes such 

as murders and assault. Its impact leaves an everlasting dent not only on the immediate 

victim but also on the community with which the victim identifies hence affecting social 

cohesion and stability. This paper concentrates on the crimes committed in the name of 

religion. More specifically, the first half of the paper discusses the concept and scope of 

hate crimes and its religious aspect and lays out an extensive timeline of the evolution of 

hate crimes in India post-independence and the latter half talks about the current scenario 

in India along with case studies. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The term “Hate Crime” has not been defined under the Indian Penal Code but that does not 

stop it from being one of the most heinous crimes committed in today’s world. Hate crime is 

generally referred to any criminal acts which are seen to have been motivated by bias against 

one or more of any social groups, or by bias against their derivatives. Incidents like physical 

assault, damage to property, bullying, harassment, male crimes or offensive graffiti are some 

which fall under the umbrella of hate crime. 

“Secularism’ as mentioned in the preamble of the Indian Constitution is quite an integral part 
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of our country and the freedom of religion is a fundamental right provided to each and every 

citizen under Article 18 of the same. Religion is one of the most important aspects of all most 

every Indian. In fact many other countries like Israel, Iran, and Rome are some other countries 

where religion is taken to be an important aspect. The Indian Constitution along with the 

respective state laws talks about the protection of the sentiments and the religious beliefs of the 

citizens but then it somehow fails to provide the punishment to those who misuse those same 

laws. Religion is quite a sensitive topic as it involves not only the morals of a person but also 

the emotions and the upbringing of an individual. In today’s constant changing and developing 

world any betterment comes when the flaws are accepted and dealt with but however coming 

into the topic of religion these flaws are failed to be noticed and are neglected. The bitter truth 

about India is that numerous crimes are committed under the umbrella of religion. Such 

violence in the name of religion has indeed become a daily topic in today’s news. Minority 

communities being suppressed has become quite a common thing as of today. Quoting author 

and human rights activist Harsh Mander “India has seen a huge increase in attacks based on 

caste and religion as the attackers believe they have a political cover to safeguard them from 

the consequences of committing such actions”3.In a diverse country like India, such crimes are 

a disaster. Based on the report of Religious Hostilities in social threats in the year 2015, India 

ranks fourth after Syria, Nigeria and Iraq4. The concept of offending another religion and 

indicating contempt to the other region has become very common in this country. 

II. EVOLUTION AND TIMELINE OF HATE CRIME IN INDIA  

There has been many hate crime incidents post India’s independence some of which are so 

infamous that they found a separate locus in India’s crime history. Some of them are:- 

(A) Anti-Sikh Riots, 1984: The anti-Sikh massacre of 1984 refers to a series of organized 

pogroms against members of the Sikh community across India. It all started when the then 

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi ordered the charge of Indian Army into the holy shrine of 

Sikh, the Golden Temple situated in Amritsar to wipe out militants hidden inside. The 

following operation by the Indian military was criticized by Sikhs worldwide, who 

interpreted it to be an assault on the Sikh Religion as a whole. The aftermath of Operational 

Blue Star resulted in the assassination of Indira Gandhi by her own Sikh bodyguards on 

October 31st 1984, as an act of revenge which further led to a public outcry thus resulting 
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in anti Sikh riots killing more than 3,000 Sikhs in the capital of the country itself and 8,000 

across India. The violence continued in the state of Punjab and till today it is known as the 

darkest era of the Sikh history. 

(B) Babri Masjid Riots/Bombay Riots, 1992: It all started from the demolition of the Babri 

Masjid on the 6th of December, 1992 and the ruthless and deadly riots that followed suit, 

changed India. It has been twenty five years since the incident took place yet debates 

regarding the same have still been news headlines, until recently when the Supreme Court 

unanimously passed the Babri masjid judgment on the 9th of November, 2019. December 

6, 1992 marked the beginning of an era where an angry Hindu majority began to shape 

public disclosure and political life in the country. For the common public the date marks 

the beginning of an era of unbridled majoritarianism that has polarized and divided the 

Indian society very deeply. The demolition of the holy shrine sparked riots across India, 

but Bombay was the city where the brutal bloodbath took place. Around 900 Bombay 

residents were left dead in the two stages of riots which occurred in the winters of 1992. 

Among the 900 killed, 575 were Muslims, 275 were Hindus and the remaining 50 were 

from other religions.  

(C) Gujarat Riots, 2002: The 2002 Gujarat riots or the Godhra Riots as it is infamously known 

as is the most ruthless and carnage riot the land of Mahatma has ever seen or encountered. 

The spark of fire which is said to trigger the series of fatal incidents was the burning of a 

train in Godhra, a municipality in Panchmahal district of Gujarat on the 27th of February 

2002, caused the deaths of around 58 Hindu karsevaks returning from Ayodhya, which 

gradually led to a three day period of inter communal violence in the state resulting to the 

death of 1,044 people according to official records. Around 2,500 were injured and around 

223 people went missing in the clash between the two religions. Among the people who 

died around 790 were Muslims and 254 were Hindus. The annihilation has been considered 

as a communal riot but till date there have been debates and discussions where many 

renowned scholars have alleged that the said riots was more of a planned attack and the 

attack on the train was further commented to be a “staged trigger” for what followed suit. 

The communal riots were so heinous that many observers have mentioned it to be legal 

definition of genocide and further referred the events as state terrorism or ethnic cleansing. 

Instances that followed suit to the Godhra riots were the Naroda Patiya Massacre, the 

Gulbarg society massacre. India, post independence had seen many communal riots but 

the Godhra riots of 2002 stands out among all for its extensive and specific targeting of 

women and children who were subjected to the most sadistic and vicious forms of violence. 
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As reported by the Tribunal, women were raped, objects were inserted into their bodies 

and those who survived such torture were later burnt alive. 

(D) Exodus of Kashmiri Hindus: The paradise of India has been a home to many riots which 

are never ending. One major that is still talked about is the exodus of Kashmiri Hindus 

back in the cold winter nights of January, 1990. Many Kashmiri Hindus or Kashmiri 

Pandits as they are known were threatened by the Muslims to either convert to Islam, or to 

leave the land or to die. The cold dark nights saw many Kashmiri Hindus leaving their 

hometown in dire need to save their precious lives. Colonel Tej Kumar Tikoo in his book 

described the situation and talked about the three choices given to the Kashmiri Pandits - 

Ralive, Tsaliv ya Galive which stands for convert to Islam, leave Kashmir or to be killed. 

It was apparent that the Kashmiri Muslims had decided to throw the pandits out from the 

valley. Many well known Kashmiri pandits like Satish Tikkoo, Lassa Kaul, and Hriday 

Nath Wanchoo were gruesomely murdered by the Kashmiri Muslims in the nights of 

January 1990. India has seen several changes since the fateful night in 1990. Governments 

came and went, developments came forth nationwide but till today thousands of Kashmiri 

Pandits who were once chased out of their own homes have still not been able to find their 

way back to the place they called home. 

Various studies have shown that the crime rate related to hate crime has risen to quite an extent 

over the past six years. Amnesty International India, a democratic movement of people sharing 

global values has documented around 721 such incidents between the years 2015 to 20185. In 

the year 2018 alone they had tracked down around 218 hate crimes out of which 142 were 

against schedule caste and tribes, 50 were against Muslims and eight were against Christians, 

and transgender. Digging into the roots it was found out that the hate crimes were majorly 

honor killings, a concept sadly prevailing since decades. Another branch of hate crime which 

has become very frequent in the last few years is the cow related violence.  

It has been seen that cow related violence in India has seen a surge since the BJP ruling 

government came into power in the year 2014, with the murder of Mohammad Akhlaq by a 

mob in Dadri district of Uttar Pradesh in the year 2015 which was seen as the first high profile 

case during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s first tenure. The incident was followed by many 

other such crimes in other parts of the country like the killing of Pehlu Khan by a mob in the 
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state of Rajasthan in the year 20176.  

Hate Crime Watch, a database of religious-bias-motivated hate crime in India points out that 

hate crimes based on religious identity have increased from single digits to massive three digits 

after the 2014 national elections. Out of the 291 incidents mentioned by aforesaid website, 152 

alone have occurred in Bharatiya Janata Party ruled states followed by 40 in Congress ruled 

states and the remaining in regional party or coalition run states. The year 2017 saw a rise in 

communal violence by 28% from the year 2014. Uttar Pradesh, a state in central India saw a 

rise of 47% from 133 in 2014 to 195 in 2017, the most by any state. There have been instances 

where the exact figures have never been counted or declared. One such is when the National 

Crime Records Bureau published its annual report after a year’s delay in the year 2019 and left 

out hate crime and lynching because they found the available data regarding the same to be 

vague and unreliable. The said report also left out data on crimes committed by religious leaders 

and khap panchayats7. The NCRB report also did lie silent on data regarding data on honor 

killings, rapes committed during communal violence which clearly falls under the umbrella of 

hate crime. The year 2018 started the count with the gruesome tale of an 8 year old Asifa 

Bano’s body was found, beaten severely to death on the 17th of January in the meadows of 

Kathua, Jammu and Kashmir. This case created quite a cry in the nation with human rights 

organization banging the high shut doors of the government asking for justice. The state of 

West Bengal which boasts about communal harmony and people of different religion 

celebrating festivals together wasn’t spared too as on the eve of Ram Navami a clash between 

two communities broke out in the district of Purulia and then spreading to the districts of 

Raiganj and Asansol leading to the death of three and injuring six. In the days of technology 

an innocent forwarded message or post can turn out very harmful and dangerous. This can be 

seen in an instance where a forwarded WhatsApp message was circulated which talked about 

a ten year old girl was claimed to be raped. It resulted into a communal clash in Rudraprayag 

in the state of Uttarakhand which is considered to be the most peaceful state. Another instance 

was from Assam’s Tinsukia district where a Facebook post became the reason of not one but 

two communal clashes which further resulted in a protest thus blocking the national highway.8 

The Indian Penal Code has provisions talking about prevention and punishment regarding hate 
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crime but hardly a few cases land up in the courtroom for the learned judge to pass his decision 

regarding the same. This is due to the silent veil of protection of politicians and the power that 

lies in their hands.  

III. CURRENT SCENARIO 

India has seen quite a rise in the occurrence of hate crimes, more specifically religious crimes, 

after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s second term. Things have gone downhill to such an 

extent that the United Nations human rights chief has warned India that its “diverse politics” 

could undermine economic growth and further stated that in an already disparate society, such 

constricted political agendas were marginalizing vulnerable people. Michelle Bachelet in her 

annual report to the UN Human Rights Council stated that they have received reports that 

indicate an increase in harassment and targeting of minorities and disadvantaged and 

marginalized groups i.e. Dalits and Adivasis. Aakar Patel the executive director of Amnesty 

India in an interview with Al Jazeera said that as the country’s law does not recognize hate 

crimes as a specific offence leaving out some exceptions. Kavita Krishnan, an activist based in 

New Delhi in an interview said that India’s moral structure is stunted by such organized attacks 

on minorities. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, after his re election on May 23rd  gave a 

conciliatory speech trying to reassure Muslims but in his first term as the prime minister the 

data graph of hate crimes based on religion has gone up instead and is still soaring high. 

Whereas the first term of Bharatiya Janata Party’s rule in India was criticized for dog-whistle 

politics, the second term sets the ground for fear and insecurity. The first victim of hate crime 

after the re-election of BJP government was a 24 year old Mulim Tabrez Ansari who was 

apparently beaten for hours until he died at the hands of a Hindu mob in the state of Jharkhand. 

Ansari is survived by his newly married wife who does not know whom to turn to in this 

country for justice. The attack on Ansari created such a spark of protests in cities that the U.S 

Commission for International Human Rights had condemned the lynching of Ansari and further 

observed the discernible pattern of hate crimes against minorities which depicts India’s 

dangerous acceleration into majoritarianism. The chairman of the U.S Commission for 

International Human Rights asked the Indian Government to take strict action to prevent further 

occurrence of such heinous crime and further condemned the said act done9. With the never 

ending list of attacks on Muslims in the recent years, India has become an epicenter of 

Islamophobia in Asia. The phenomenon is not new. Due to the political scenario of India, many 

Muslims think that their identity is not secured and furthermore they are not granted the 
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fundamental rights like those of other communities. Previous evidences have shown that the 

present Indian Government is religiously prejudiced toward the Muslim community and hence 

the consequent hate crimes towards them. This can be explained with the outcries which 

occurred with the passing of the CAA Bill in the early month of February 2020. On the eve of 

February 23, riots broke out in the capital city of New Delhi between Anti-Citizenship 

Amendment Act (CAA) and pro-CAA protesters. The violence took a communal turn which 

led to the death of over 53 people over the course of the following ten days. More than 200 

people were left injured. Shops and houses were burnt down. Places of worship weren’t spared 

either. The Protest had begun in Delhi and other parts of the country in response to the passage 

of the Citizenship Bill, which paved the way for grant of citizenship to Hindu, Sikh, Parsis, 

Jains, Buddhists and Christians who took refuge in Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan in 

or before 2014. The said Act was seen by protesters as discriminatory to Muslims and 

threatening to their existence in India when combined with the National Register of Citizens 

(NRC). Many peaceful protests followed among which the Delhi’s Shaheen Bagh protest led 

by women drew a lot of attention.10 

IV. CONCLUSION 

It is not possible for any country to proceed further into being a more developed country and 

gain a socio-economic prosperity until the holistic development is ensured for all of its citizens 

in each walk of life. The statement implies that it is not possible for a country like India, which 

is considered one of the most religiously and ethnically diverse county in the world to develop 

until there is uplift in the socio-economic aspect of all minorities residing in the country. It is 

a herculean task for India to march forward when the religious minorities lack proper education, 

are neglected, weak and deprived of basic humane treatment. The Population dynamics of 

Indian society indicate unequal and hierarchical arrangement of different types of religious 

groups whereas these groups, in fact are dependent on each other for maintaining the social 

fabric of the society. These groups coming in together as one is what makes this country boast 

about being the most diversified country in the world. Everyone should be able to practice their 

religion without any hindrance, as guaranteed under Article 25 of the Constitution of India. 

The administration should scrutinize and examine the acts of religiously galvanized brutality 

against the religious minorities and implement serious steps in bringing about justice. Only 

then, India will live up to the epithet of being one of the most secular countries in the world. 
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