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ABSTRACT 

The pandemic had a very bad impact on everyone on each and every country on this 

earth but the worst impacted were the poor children who migrated from their villages to 

the towns with hope of a brighter future. The pandemic had impacted these poor kids in 

many ways and not just financially. The paper will also throw light upon certain 

provisions like constitutional provisions, national legislations and international laws 

which were introduced by our country in order to eradicate the exploitation of migrant 

child labour. further, it will also discuss about, how the situation and the failure of the 

system is leading to violation of rights of such children. At last, there will be general 

ways through which government as well as the citizens to contribute to help such migrant 

children during the adverse phase of the pandemic. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 
Children are innocent, curious and their life should be full of hope, joy, and security. The 

exploitation of children both physically and mentally is a crime against humanity. Realizing 

this, every year the World Day Against Child Labour 3is celebrated to foster the worldwide 

movement against child labour in any of its forms. But the first question that arises is who 

can be called a child? The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child defines a 

child as “a person who has not attained the age of 18 years.”4 The term “child labour” refers 

to those children who are deprived of their childhood, their potential, dignity. These children 

are indulged in mentally, physically, socially or morally dangerous work which interferes 

with the ability to attend school. Child labour is both the consequence and cause of poverty. 

Household poverty is found forcing the children into the labour market to earn money. Some 

children are found working in dangerous areas to support the income source for the family. 

 
1 Author is a Student at Amity Law School, Noida, India. 
2 Author is a Student at Amity Law School, Noida, India. 
3 COVID-19: Protect children from child labour, now more than ever, UNITED NATIONS, (Dec 20, 2020, 12:09 

PM), https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-day-against-child-labour  
4 Shilpa Roy, Child labour during a global pandemic: How safe is the future of our nation?, THE NORTHEAST 

TODAY, (Dec 20, 2020, 12:14 PM), https://www.thenortheasttoday.com/oped/opinionsblogs/opinion-child-

labour-during-a-global-pandemic-how-safe-are-the-future-of-our-nation 
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Consequently, they end of earning for themselves and their family but in return sacrifice 

education and a healthy childhood. According to ILO experience , the root causes of child 

labour is stable is stable economic growth, respect for labour standards, decent work, 

universal education, social protection, recognizing the needs and rights of the children5 

As per Census 2011, Of these, : 

• 5 to 14 years child population was India is 259.6. million 

• Out of which 10.1 million (3.9% of total child population) are working, either as 

‘main worker’ or as ‘marginal worker’. 

• In addition, children are exceeding  42.7 million who are out of school.  

• Distribution of working children by type of work in 2011 Area of work Percentage 

Numbers (in millions) “Cultivators 26.0 2.63 Agricultural labourers 32.9 3.33 

Household industry workers 5.2 0.52 Other workers 35.8 3.62 “*Source – Census 

2011 

• Together, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh 

constitute nearly 55% of total working children in India. States Percentage Numbers 

(In million) Uttar Pradesh 21.5 2.18 Bihar 10.7 1.09 Rajasthan 8.4 0.85 Maharashtra 

7.2 0.73 Madhya Pradesh 6.9 0.7 

• However, Census 2001 shows that child migrants increased to 13 %whereas 18.9% 

increase was found in Census 2011. Census 2011 analysis also shows that every fifth 

migrant is a child.6 

While the contemporary issues related to child labour exploitation continued at its peak, our 

country also came up with different provisions in order to protect these children. Below are 

the most prominent laws which played role in stopping exploitation against the child labour 

in India. 

II. LAWS AGAINST CHILD LABOUR (MEASURES TAKEN SO FAR): 
1. Constitutional provisions: 

Constitution of India, the rule of law for our country provides certain articles in the form 

rights and duties to eradicate child labour int the country. These include the Fundamental 

 
5 Fact Sheet: Child labour in India, INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION (ILO), (Dec 20, 2020, 12:19 PM), 

https://www.ilo.org/newdelhi/whatwedo/publications/WCMS_557089/lang--en/index.htm 
6 Young Lives Research to Policy Centre, Research Brief Understanding Child Migration In India, UNICEF 

INDIA, (Dec 20, 2020, 12:40 PM). https://www.unicef.org/india/media/3416/file/Child-migration-India2020-

policy-brief.pdf-%20child%20migration%20report 
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Rights and the Directive Principles of State Policy.  

• Article 24 of the constitution provides that no child, who is below the age of 14 years 

shall be employed to work in any factory, mine or any activity which involves hazardous 

employment. 7 

• The State shall also provide education to all children of the age 6 to 14 years. This 

education provided by the state shall be free of cost.8 

• In order to secure the health and the strength of workers and ensuring there is no 

abusing of such men, women and tender age children, Article 39-e provides that they shall 

not be forced by economic necessities to enter vocations unsuited to their age and strength9.  

• Opportunities and facilities shall be given to children to develop in healthy manner. 

Article 39-f thus provides condition of freedom and dignity and also the childhood and youth 

shall be protected against moral and material abandonment.10 

• The State shall take initiative  to provide within a period of 10 years from the 

commencement of the Constitution for free and compulsory education for all children until 

they complete the age of 14 years (Article 45). 

2. National Legislations: 

• National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR)11:  the commission 

was established by an Act of Parliament and works under the Ministry of Women and Child 

Development 

• it ensures that all Laws, Policies, Programmes, and Administrative Mechanisms are in 

consonance with the Child Rights perspective as enshrined in the Constitution of India and 

the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

• PENCIL for Child Labour 12:  

This ensures better monitoring and reporting system to ensure effective implementation of the 

provisions through better monitoring by online portal.  

 
7 INDIA CONST. art. 24. 
8 The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Bill, 2008 Full Brief, PRS LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH, 

(Dec 20, 2020, 12:49 PM). https://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/the-right-of-children-to-free-and-compulsory-

education-bill-2008-full-brief-101 
9 INDIA CONST. art. 39. 
10 INDIA CONST. art. 39 cl. (f) 
11 Welcome to National Commission for Protection of Child Rights, NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION 

OF CHILD RIGHTS, (Dec 20, 2020, 01:02 PM). https://ncpcr.gov.in 
12 Ministry of Labour & Employment, GOVT. OF INDIA, (Dec 20, 2020, 01:04 PM). https://pencil.gov.in/ 
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• National Child Labour Project13: NCLPS is a central sector scheme where 100% of 

the funding is provided by the Government of India through the Ministry of Labour and 

Employment. 

The NCLM aims at eliminating all forms of child labour through identification and 

withdrawal of all children from project area of child labour. It also prepares children 

withdrawn from work for studying along with vocational training required. It provides 

services by different government departments for the benefit of child and their family.    

• Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986), This act was enacted to 

prohibit the engagement of children in certain employments and to regulate the conditions of 

work of children in their course of employment. 

• National Policy on Child Labour (1987), with a focus more on rehabilitation of 

children working in hazardous occupations and processes, rather than on prevention. 

• “The Right to Education Act of 2009” has made it mandatory for the state to ensure 

that all children aged six to 14 years are in school and receive free education.  

• Article 21A of the Constitution of India recognizing education as a fundamental 

right, this constitutes a timely opportunity to use education to combat child labour in India. 

• Draft National Child Protection Policy:This policy protects children from violence, 

exploitation, abuse and neglect. It is the first policy dedicated to the protection of children, an 

area that until now was only a part of the broader “National Child Policy, 2013”.The 

Supreme Court had earlier directed the Central Bureau of Investigation(CBI) to investigate 

allegations involving 17 shelter homes for children, destitute women, beggars and senior 

citizens in Bihar following the case of sexual abuse of more than “30 girls in a shelter home 

in Muzaffarpur in the State”. The apex court had also asked the Centre to consider framing a 

national policy on the protection of children. 

• Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2016:The central 

legislature of India had introduced a legislation Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition 

and Regulation) Act, 1986 also known as  ("CL Act") to regulate the child labour practices in 

India. The central legislature has made required changes in the provisions of the CL Act in 

the year 2016. These said amendments have been made effective from July 30, 2016. A 

complete prohibition has been imposed on child labour employment which included a person 

below 14 years of age.  In any establishment whether hazardous or not. A child is allowed  to 

 
13 Press Information Bureau, National Child Labour Project, PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU, (Dec 20, 2020, 

01:18 PM). https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1593410 
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work only to help the family, in a family enterprise or as child artist after school hours or 

during vacations. The amendment has also bought the concept of adolescent labour for the 

first time in the history. Not only that, but the number of hazardous occupations and 

processes had decreased from 83 to 3. In addition to this, the offenses defined under this act 

would be compoundable and cognizable notwithstanding the “provisions of the Criminal 

Procedure Code.”  Any child found victim under the act will be provided rehabilitation of 

such children. 

3. International Law: 

• The concept of equality of all human beings, as embodied in the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights of I948 bought the concept pf equality of all human 

beings. 

• The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights sepcificall under Articles 

23 and 24 and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights under 

Article 10 made provisions for the care of the child. 

•  A global program was launched by the International Labour Organization in 

December 1991 known as International Program on the Elimination of Child Labour 

(IPEC) 14.  

• India was the first country to join it in 1992 when it signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) with ILO and the objective of IPEC is to contribute to the effective 

abolition of child labour.  

We can see that our country carry heavy weapons in form of legislation , treaties and legal 

provisions to fight against the child exploitation. However still there was a lot more still to be 

accomplished. Before we could eradicate the child labour exploitation completely, one of the 

biggest hurdles knocked the door of whole of the nation. It’s the pandemic caused due to 

COVID-19. This effected each and very individual on this earth, but he worst hit were the 

developing or the underdeveloped countries. But the war seems never ending. Below is the 

discussion made in respect of how the Coronavirus Pandemic effected the lives of many 

migrant child labour.  

III. IMPACT OF CORONOVIRUS ON CHILD LABOUR 
The impact of coronavirus virus had starting emerging at faster pace by the end of month. 

 
 14 About the International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC), UNITED NATION, (Dec 20, 

2020, 01:40 PM). https://www.ilo.org/ipec/programme/lang--en/index.htm 
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This resulted in governments announcing lockdown to avoid the spread of the virus. The 

lockdown occurred in ways, formally known as lockdown 1.0, Lockdown 2.0 and Lockdown 

3.0.15however, despite of end of lockdown and starting of unlock India, there was still a huge 

impact on the economy.  

The major reason to downfall of economies in most of the countries especially India was lack 

of labours in the society. This fact is very well known that our economy is highly dependent 

on the manpower due to lack of machines. Absence of migrant workers would mean shortage 

of supply and high demand of labour workers. Unfortunately, the pandemic is same for all.  A 

migrant labour is as prone to risk as an educated employee is, who can do work from home. 

Thus, many migrant workers had returned to their native places due to lack of work during 

lockdown.  

This implied that the gap between the demand and supply of migrant labours was 

unfortunately met by the child labour.   

The coronavirus pandemic forced the Indian children out of school and work into the farms 

and factories. This worsen the child labour problem which already existed in India at a very 

high level even before the pandemic.  Children were forced to work not only by the factories 

but also by their parents. Poor people who worked as housemaids had to leave their work 

which implied no source of income. Unfortunately even people who worked as housemaids 

had to work under the sun along with their kids to survive. 16 young girls and boys had to 

farmhand their parents in the fields to survive.  

Although it is very difficult to quantify the number of children affected since the pandemic 

erupted, but the civil society groups had been rescuing children from forced labour but at the 

same time also warns that many others are being compelled to work mainly due to shortage 

of work. 

Already India was struggling to keep children in school due to lack of facilities and many 

other factors. As per a 2018 study report by DHL17 international GmBH estimated that more 

than 56 million children did not attend school in India. This is double the combined number 

across Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. 

 
15 Rukmini S, What has changed from Lockdown 1.0 to Lockdown 3.0? INDIA TODAY, (Dec 20, 2020, 01:47 

PM) https://www.indiatoday.in/diu/story/india-coronavirus-what-has-changed-from-lockdown-1-to-lockdown-

3-1677824-2020-05-14 
16 Bloomberg, Coronavirus worsens India’s child-labour issue; forces children out of school to work, THE 

INDIAN EXPRESS, (Dec 20, 2020, 01:53 PM). https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/coronavirus-worsens-

indias-child-labour-issue-forces-children-out-of-school-to-work/2050148/ 
17 Corporate Responsibility Report, Strength Through Diversity, DHL GROUP, (Dec 20, 2020, 02:00 PM). 

https://www.dhl.com/content/dam/dhl/global/core/documents/pdf/glo-corporate-responsibility-report.pdf 
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Talking about the global trend, child labour had been decreasing globally however the 

pandemic reversed the cycle in the year 2020. Due to lack of work the poverty in the nation is 

increasing. One of the  joint report by the ILO and United Nations Children’s Fund estimates 

that a 1 percentage point rise in poverty leads to at least a 0.7 percentage point increase in 

child labour.18 The ILO also shows its estimate that  about 11 million are at risk of being 

exploited as child laborers under current conditions, especially in the less-developed eastern 

parts of the country, like Sulawesi islands, Nusa Tenggara and Papua. 

Economic Loss.19 

There are many children who were due to enter school during the pandemic arose. This 

means, failure to start education in the school. This can surely result in increase in the 

numbers of never enrolled children for school. Unfortunately, the reason to this is many 

children are forced to work or they are willingly working to survive instead of visiting the 

school. When considering about the household level, it is very evident that one cannot 

differentiate easily that children working are involved in dangerous activities or not. One of 

the major examples is match box making business which can be easily run at homes. 

India is a home to many young people than any other country in the world. However, the 

trend shows lost generation of children will have a very bad impact on the economy in 

respect to productivity and earning potential, unrealized tax revenue, increased poverty levels 

and pressure for more government handouts. There are many types of child labours which the 

history shows, but one of the most prominent one seen is the bonded labour.  

Bonded child labour are the people who are forced to work for creditors to pay off the loans 

of their parents. During the lockdown in India, a total of 591 children were rescued from 

forced work and bonded labour from different parts of India by Bachpan Bachao Andalon20, a 

civil society group on children’s rights, founded by Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi. It was 

also seen that as the unlock started, which means normally manufacturing activity resuming 

in the country, factory owners looked forward for child labour in form of cheap labour in 

order to cut cost and meet the past financial losses incurred during the lockdown. There was 

already a high risk anticipated of migrant labours returning to cities to work. Children were 

 
18 International Labour Organization, International Labour Standards on Child labour, UNITED NATIONS, (Dec 

20, 2020, 02:03 PM). https://www.ilo.org/global/standards/subjects-covered-by-international-labour-standards/c 

hild-labour/lang--en/index.htm 
19 International Labour Organization, Combating increased exploitation of children during the COVID-19 

pandemic, UNITED NATIONS (Dec 20, 2020, 02:07 PM), https://www.ilo.org/jakarta/info/public/pr/WCMS_752 

406/lang--en/index.htm 
20 Bloomberg, Coronavirus worsens India’s child-labour issue; forces children out of school to work, THE 

INDIAN EXPRESS, (Dec 20, 2020, 03:15 PM). https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/coronavirus-worsens-

indias-child-labour-issue-forces-children-out-of-school-to-work/2050148/ 
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seen as stop gap measure in the eyes of the owners. This is surely leading to high child 

labour. One of the major reason why children are forced to work is that parents do not prefer 

leaving them in home due to lack of security, especially for girls. When these children 

accompany their parents for work, they are forced by the officials working in the factories in 

name of helping their parents to earn money. Moreover, many adult labour complains that 

despite of them working along with their children, they do not earn sufficient amount. This 

shows that the burden of economic crisis had directly shifted on poor people in the urban 

areas. 

However, this burden in not only shifted by the manufacturing industries, but also in the 

agricultural sectors. It was seen during the lockdown that many migrant labours had returned 

to their home towns and villages due to scarcity of work and no wages earned. This ensured 

that such labours shifted in agricultural work in their villages to earn their livelihood. Now, 

because of no schools running during the lockdown, many children accompanied their 

parents in cultivation and other farm work. It seems in general that agricultural work is not as 

harmful as other manufacturing work. However as per International Partnership for 

Cooperation on Child Labour in Agriculture, they work for long hours and are exposed to 

work in hazardous conditions. There is deep concern of The International Partnership for 

Cooperation on Child Labour in Agriculture (IPCCLA) 21as the child labour worked for long 

hours and exposed to work in hazardous conditions.22 

In fact, a very well-known child NGO known as ‘CRY’ already estimated the aftermath of 

lockdown in India. They estimated high level of exploitation against the children in form of 

child labour.  

A joint analysis by CRY and the Tata Institute of Social Sciences predicted that the rise in 

child labour will be especially apparent in home-based enterprises and agriculture, besides 

hazardous occupations.  

There are also evident reports of children who are being forced to take up selling vegetables 

to support their families because the lockdown resulted in loss of their parents income.  

It is also indicate by International Labour Organization tilted as Covid19 and Child Labour: 

A time of crisis, a time to act that the pandemic is resulting to the first rise in child labour 

 
21 Food And Agriculture Organization Of The United Nations, International Partnership for Cooperation on 

Child Labour in Agriculture, UNITED NATIONS, (Dec 20, 2020, 03:21 PM). http://www.fao.org/rural-

employment/background/partnerships/international-partnership-for-cooperation-on-child-labour-in-agriculture  
22The International Partnership for Cooperation on Child Labour in Agriculture statement on the impact of 

COVID-19 on child labour in agriculture, UNITED NATIONS, (Dec 20, 2020, 03:27 PM). 

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@ed_norm/@ipec/documents/statement/wcms_747731.pdf 
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following 20 straight years of progress.  The ILO said that child labour had decreased, 

globally, by 94 million since 2000 — a remarkable gain that is now at risk of being undone. 

the UNICEF also factored in the role of lockdown-prompted school closures on the 

forecasted spike. However, citing older studies based in India, UNICEF recommended 

reduction in school fees, or subsidization of education to make it more affordable, as possible 

ways to dilute the impact of school closures on increase in child labour. Moreover due to lock 

of income, many families may not be able to send third children back to school even when 

the schools resumes. 

This may result in forcing children to work for their families for the survival for many 

coming years. The NGO Child Rights and You (CRY)23 has pointed out the same fact in their 

reports. During the lockdown government had asked states to make sure that meals were 

delivered to students. Many states like Bengal opted to distribute raw materials and dry 

rations through the Anganwadi workers. However, there are reports of some states not 

serving midday meals to children. A survey conducted by Save the Children in June 2020 in 

15 states in India, revealed that out of the sample of 7,235 families, two-fifths of the families 

did not receive midday meals-related compensation for their children. The failure of some of 

the states to adequately distribute meals has driven many children to be work as rag pickers 

during the lockdown to earn money to eat food. 

Labour minister Santosh Gangwar agreed that there is a possibility of more children engaging 

in child labour due to the loss of jobs during the pandemic.24 

IV. VIOLATION OF RIGHTS OF CHILDREN  
After such a detailed analysis on the current scenario of child labour in India, it is understood 

that there is high requirement of protection of children, who especially belong to the weaker 

community of the society. This shield of protection against such child labour execution in the 

country can be prominently followed through laws and regulations. However, only existence 

of laws and regulations are not sufficient. India being a home to the largest child population 

in the world, needs proper execution of laws to safeguard the present and future of the 

children.   

 

 
23 Bloomberg, Coronavirus worsens India’s child-labour issue; forces children out of school to work, THE 

INDIAN EXPRESS, (Dec 20, 2020, 03:29 PM). https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/coronavirus-worsens-

indias-child-labour-issue-forces-children-out-of-school-to-work/2050148/  
24 Dharika Athray, Covid-19 and unemployment: Implications for child labour, OBSERVER RESEARCH 

FOUNDATION, (Dec 20, 2020, 03:34 PM). https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/covid19-unemployment-

implications-child-labour/ 
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The violation of rights before the 2020 Pandemic 

2011 censuses already revealed that 10.13 million children25, who are aged between 5 to 14 

years were found victim of child labour in India. The grim reality also shows that 1.4 million 

child labour in India is illiterate, which is the complete demolition of fundamental rights 

given to the children under Article 24 which prohibits the employment of children below 14 

years of age in factories and violation of constitutional provision under Article 21- A which 

provides free and compulsory education to children below 14 years of age. Moreover, India is 

failing to reach its commitment of abolishing the child labour, as the number of hazardous 

occupations were decreased from 83 to 3 in The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) 

Amendment Act. Not only that, but under Right to Children to Free and Compulsory 

Education Act, 2009, there is a statutory obligation for every child to complete the 

elementary education but at the same time the act allows child to work in the family 

enterprises, then how are the policymakers of the nation aiming to eradicate child labour from 

the country. This provision gives the choice to parents not the compulsion to educate the 

children. Once a child psychologically starts making money in younger age do not feel the 

need to be educated as the psychology which dominates such children’s mind is that what is 

the requirement to study if can earn livelihood without studying.  

Thus, the contradicting laws are not only hampering the objective of reaching no child labour 

country but also playing with the minds of the people.  

Violation of rights during the pandemic. 

The era of violation of child’s rights had been consistent before the pandemic. To add on, the 

pandemic played a very negative role as the economic stability of all the nations worldwide 

was lost. India too had a major breakdown in the economy. Lockdowns announced by the 

government ensured that not much of the economic activity took place. However, as the 

lockdown lifted for the manufacturing and agricultural sectors, it was found that most of the 

migrant labours had returned back to their villages during the lockdown itself. This led to 

high scarcity of labours in the country, who play a very crucial role in our economy. The 

following problems were the most prominent problems faced by the Indian migrant child 

labour: 

• Involving children to survive in economic breakdown  

The industries further forced the available labours, especially children to work in the 

 
25 Statistics Of Children In India, CHILD RIGHTS AND YOU, (Dec 20, 2020, 03:38 PM) 

https://www.cry.org/statistics-on-children 
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factories. The adult labours also involved their children, with the view of increasing the 

income generation during the pandemic. Arising of this situation is a complete abolition to 

Article 39 (e)26 which obliges the state to ensure “that the health and strength of workers, 

men and women and the age of children are not abused and that citizens are not forced by 

economic necessity to enter avocations unsuited to their age or strength.”  The poor children 

along with their parents were indirectly or directly forced to work in hazardous situation. The 

International Monetary Fund expressed an indication of  a rise in extreme poverty from 84 

million to 132 million people –– which will cause a spike in child labour.  

• Child labour and their right to education 

Every child at young age is supposed to have pen and a lot many information in the form of 

books to study at early age, however the pandemic situation eradicated the means of 

education for poor children. This demands high technology, as the schools and colleges takes 

place through online need, but how about the government schools which are the 

responsibility of the State. Article 45 of Indian constitution states the compulsion of 

education for free until the age of 14 for the children, but it is evidently seen that the country 

is not left with sufficient funds to provide technology to the poor community, for online 

lectures. It was seen that only 6 out of 10 students attended the online classes of the 

government schools. The main reason for the same was lack of technical devices like mobiles 

and laptops with students. This factor directly related to the child labour. Children without 

such technical facilities generally got demotivated to study and thus indulged themselves in 

labour work to earn their livelihood. Thus, we can infer that it directly lead to violation of 

Article 45 of Indian Constitution. 27 

• Exploitation of child labour during the lockdown  

Child labour exploitation had increased in almost all the sectors of industries. Children were 

forced to work in the farms and factories who were keen to study before and after the 

pandemic. 28 Due to a depressing environment within the adults, many poor adults were 

violent over their kids and forced them to work in order to survive. The fear in the minds of 

small children arising out of violence forced them to work in such a dangerous environment.  

 
26 Constitution Of India 1949, Article 39 cl. (e) 
27 Fareeha Iftikhar, Only 6 of 10 students in Delhi govt schools joined online classes during lockdown, shows 

govt data, HINDUSTAN TIMES, (Dec 20, 2020, 03:46 PM). https://www.hindustantimes.com/delhi-news/dcpcr-

announced-child-rights-fellowship/story-cIV08IczlwIPGoeu0SpJMM.html 
28 Bloomberg, Coronavirus worsens India’s child-labour issue; forces children out of school to work, THE 

INDIAN EXPRESS, (Dec 20, 2020, 03:55 PM) https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/coronavirus-worsens-

indias-child-labour-issue-forces-children-out-of-school-to-work/2050148/ 
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At one side policies like National child Protection Policy29 protects children against the 

violence, exploitation, abuse and the neglect and the other side the pandemic situation 

brought a very brutal environment for the children within the families as well as outside too.  

The COVID 19 disease is most risky to young children and the old age generation. Rich or 

middle class people are found successful in keeping their children indoor in a safe zone, but 

what about those children who do not even have shelter or proper place to live by keeping the 

social distance norms.  

• Child labour malnutrition no angwadwaii 

The most prominent and major concern which children faces is providing them with good 

amount of nutrition for their physical and mental growth. For this purpose, on June 30, 2020 

government highlighted that poor will be provided with free ration during the pandemic. This 

scheme is supposed to run till Novemeber 2020. However, scarcity of resources has led to 

food shortage in the long run during the pandemic. 

Before the pandemic itself, India did not carry a good position in respect of providing 

nutrients to the children. In fact, UNICEF in its recent reports warned that 1.2 million 

additional children under five years age died in just six months in low- and middle-income 

countries. 30 The main reason was lack of routine health services. Nearly 3 lakhs would be 

from India. Aftermath of the lockdown doesn’t seem to be fruitful for the child labour in 

India.   

Before the pandemic, the government complied with mid- day meal programme in schools in 

order to provide supplementary nutrition for school going children in India. Unavailability of 

schools due to pandemic caused a massive destruction in providing food to children. In 

nutshell, it is seen that the programmes serving hot cooked food under the Integrated child 

development31 scheme at the village level as well as the urbans slums is bound to worsen. 

 This resulted in violation of Article 21 of the constitution, entitled “Protection of life and 

personal liberty”, says, in its 

entirety, “No person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except according to 

 
 29 Joint Leaders' statement-Violence against children: A hidden crisis of the COVID-19 pandemic, WORLD 

HEALTH ORGANIZATION, (Dec 20, 2020, 04:00 PM). https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/08-04-2020-joint-

leader-s-statement---violence-against-children-a-hidden-crisis-of-the-covid-19-pandemic 
30 UNICEF, As COVID-19 devastates already fragile health systems, over 6,000 additional children under five 

could die a day, without urgent action, UNITED NATIONS, (Dec 20, 2020, 04:06 PM). 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-devastates-already-fragile-health-systems-over-6000-additional-

children 
31 Y Sachdev, and J Dasgupta, Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) Scheme, NCBI, (Dec 20, 2020, 

04:18 PM). https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4925843/ 
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procedure established by law”. The failure of the state to provide nutrients to the 

children also implies the violation of Article 4732, which states the obligations of the 

State to raise level of nutrition and standard of living as its primary duty.  

Failure to provide 100 percent facilities to direct the policies when required to meet the 

adequate means of livelihood implies the failure of Article 39(a) of the constitution of India.  

• No safe place for children   

The pandemic not only hampers the level of nutrient but also is leaving many orphans behind 

an unsafe zone. Many children have to stop going to work even after the pandemic stabilizes 

as they have to look after their siblings. Many orphans either found an orphanage as their 

home or the school where they got guidance to what is right and wrong. To add on  to the 

obstacles faced by the orphan child labour, they aren’t completely aware about the danger of 

the disease.33 This had resulted indulging in human trafficking and finding source of money 

to earn livelihood during such an economic loss situation. Many children could also become 

vulnerable to child traffickers without being aware about the same. The pandemic had also 

resulted in many child marriages, as after the child labour returned back to their rural areas, 

their parents would get them married so that poor parents need not have to feed their girls. 

They deem the girl child as a burden during the pandemic.  Many had to go through the 

abusive households who ill-treated children in their houses. Such situation had led to major 

violation of Article 20, which the protects those children who are deprived of family 

environment. Weather they are permanently deprived such as orphans or temporarily, for 

example children working in urban areas to send money to their parents in villages. Other 

article like Article 2334 which protects children with disabilities is also violated as they 

cannot provide the basic food to all the people, how will they manage to reach children and 

their needs with disabilities.  

V. CONCLUSION 
We can now see that the future of our country is in deep trouble, especially those who are not 

at all assisted financially. We can specifically categorize them as migrant child labour. these 

children migrant from one place to another with aspiring dreams to do well in future, or with 

the willingness to do something good for their family. These children had been facing a lot of 

 
32 INDIA CONST. art. 47. 
33 Shilpa Roy, Child labour during a global pandemic: How safe is the future of our nation?, THE NORTHEAST 

TODAY, (Dec 20, 2020, 04:22 PM) https://thenortheasttoday.com/opinion-child-labour-during-a-global-

pandemic-how-safe-are-the-future-of-our-nation/ 
34 INDIA CONST. art. 23. 
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obstacles in life in terms of financially, physically, physiologically as well as emotionally. 

Moreover, I belive, the more they suffer, the sharper they become. This can indicate that such 

migrant child labour is more hardworking as compared to the children of middle or upper 

middle-class families. If given opportunity to such children, none of them will escape from 

taking the advanagte as they would value to what we call as “grabbing the opportunities”. 

However, according to me the pandemic had a very negative impact on the globe. But, still 

we as an educated person can survive somehow or the other during such pandemic. Infact it 

will not be wrong to say that even the educated people were fired from their jobs during the 

pandemic, but their past experiences will definitely count tommorw. Unfortunatly, according 

to me, the same would not apply to poor migrant child labours.  

Therefore, to help the needful, following things can be taken care of:  

1. Educating children  

One of the main hindrances to the brighter future of child labour is eradication of education 

from their childhood. In past year we have seen that lack of education lead to lack of 

prosperous future of the past generation. In the recent decade though the education system in 

India was seen improving but the arrival of COVID- 19 and the lockdown lead to all the 

schools shutting down. Only those students who had access to smart phones and the internet 

could attend classes. Moreover, in rural areas most of the children did not have access to 

proper signals, accessing mobile phones has a far brutal status. After the children returned to 

their villages, they had no books, notes or any other study material. This meant no education. 

In order to improve the condition of such child labours, the government shall take out funds 

to provide sufficient technical appliances required to study. Although initiatives were taken 

from the side of government, but still it was not sufficient. But according to me, it’s the 

ethical duty of citizens too to help such children. They can donate their old technical 

appliances like mobiles, laptops etc. many people prefer selling their old technical appliances 

whereas instead of that they can donate it to such underprivileged children. 

2. Financially aid children with food 

A great proportion of child labour also worked in the household sectors. When the pandemic 

had raised, many people lost their jobs or either worked from home. These two were the 

major reasons why people fired these child labours from their household work. Children 

working in the households had left their jobs and went back to their villages. Many migrant 

labours were found walking and returning back to their home towns. However, had it been 

that, these children were provided 3 times food a day instead of paying their wages or 
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deducting their wages, it could have led to save many child labours lives, because even when 

these children had returned back to their rural areas, there was no security of income. To add 

on, had it been if even small proportion of child labour was provided food in the towns itself 

by their masters, not only it would lead to decrease in malnutrition of such children but also 

the chances of catching COVID- 19 would have decreased. According to me, this pandemic 

required a high contribution of humanity from the civilized sector of the society. 

3. Talking to child labour’s parents  

Children are mostly unaware of what is wrong and what is right in their lives. It is believed 

that parents and the teachers are the best source of guidance for children. The same theory 

also applies to these child labour. but the unfortunate scenario of the year 2020 caused by the 

pandemic had led to a very different scenario. Many children are now not getting an adequate 

guidance from the teachers of the school. At this point of time, parents of such children plays 

a very crucial role in upbringing of such children. But, if the parents themselves will have 

wrong information in their heads, they will feed their children with the same wrong 

information and henceforth this is the major reason why the parents of child labour are found 

forcing their children to work rather than to study or live their childhood. That is why, I 

believe that if the parents who are below poverty line or the migrant workers are provided 

guidance or counselling by the government associations, that will certainly help the 

upbringing and the future of such students.  in the absence of contribution of the government 

associations, the individuals themselves can start counselling such people who work in the 

form of labours in the shops, factories, hotels or at home too.  

4. Be vigilant in report abuse 

There are many types of violence seen in India against the child labour in a single day. 

Unfortunately, many people are seen ignoring these incidents and moving on very easily in 

life. It is found that when any sort of incident like killing, rape, sexual exploitation etc. is 

seen especially against children, people around such incident are not seen helping the victim. 

They have the fear of being involved in such incident and getting troublesome. Thus, to 

avoid, people do not urge to help the victimized child. However even when the slightest of 

the exploitation is found against such child, reporting of such incident shall be made. This 

would help not only that particular child but also other children from entering the trap of 

exploitation against them.  

5. Become a conscious consumer  

There are many products sold in India which contributes portion of its profit to the education 
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of poor children. For e.g.  Reliance Ltd., Bajaj Ltd., Wipro Ltd. Etc.  such organisations deem 

contributing towards the children in the name of Corporate Social Responsibilty. More will 

be the sale of such orgainizations, simultaneously the growth of education of poor children 

will also increase. Thus, if a citizen really wants to help these poor migrant children, they can 

also contribute indirectly by purchasing the products of such organizations. This will be 

called as becoming a conscious consumer as per my conclusion.  

To sum up, I would say that despite of many provisions and legislation which our country 

provides in order to eradicate the problems faced by poor children, to be more specific the 

migrant child labour, our country certainly lack behind to due to inefficient mode of 

execution of such provisions. Only laying the provisions is not at all sufficient, without 

execution the provisions means nothing the eyes of citizens. However, it is not only the duty 

of the government. The citizens of India can surely show the humanity and generosity in the 

society. Instead of mocking around about the government and the officials, I believe we can 

contribute to the society by giving to it as much as possible. At last, I would say that the 

research shown in the paper means nothing, unless there is no step taken in favour of migrant 

child labour 

***** 
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