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Impacts of Chinese-Africa Relations: Case 

Study of Tanzania with reference to the 

Legal Implications Therein?  
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  ABSTRACT 
This paper aims at analysing the bilateral relations between China and African countries 

while using Tanzania as the case study, in terms of trade, investments and aids. Significant 

interest has been directed on analysing the legal aspect and the jurisprudential view of the 

said Sino-Africa relationship, and how China has a huge impact upon the natural rights of 

the Africans and their democracy, which has not been discussed much by the scholars. 

Main focus is stressed on exploring how the Chinese are basically affecting the institutions 

of the African countries, and how they are responding to the demands and slavery 

agreements of the Chinese in the name of having bilateral relations and economic ties. The 

paper also reviews the reactions of the Africans, judiciary and other pillars of the 

government towards the investments and all the activities done by the Chinese government 

which are exploitative in nature and aim at infringing the human rights of the Africans. 

The research paper recommends actions to be taken by the legislature and African 

countries to cure the situation and address the legal issues of the relationship by adopting 

the necessary measures to enforce the local labour laws which conform to international 

standards. Also, an increase in fines and penalties for those corporations which break local 

laws as well as consider criminal prosecutions against supervisors who mistreat and abuse 

workers. Ministry of Labour should investigate anti-union activities by Chinese and other 

multinational companies as well as impose necessary sanctions against those threatening 

union representatives. 

Keywords: Human rights, Democracy, Geopolitical, Investments, Labor rights, BITS 

(Bilateral Investments Treaties). 

 

I. INTRODUCTION  

The relationship between China and Africa has evolved noticeably over the last five decades 

and three separate periods can be distinguished within this timeframe. Initially, relationships 

were established between China and African nation states as they gained independence. 

 
1 Author is a student at Lovely Professional University, India. 
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It’s a well- known fact that China plays a vital role towards the development of Sub-Saharan 

African countries in terms of trade, investments, aids, infrastructures and so forth. Due to the 

presence of natural resources in Africa, many western countries gained interest in the continent, 

China being one of them. China was motivated by the desire to access the more critical, hard 

to find resources and raw materials such as oil, copper, petroleum, timber, diamond and so 

forth to cater for their growing population.  

It has been estimated that there are approximately 800 Chinese firms in Africa that are investing 

in the energy, infrastructure and banking sectors. Due to the strengthened bond and strong ties 

between China and Africa, this ultimately led to the development of the Forum on China-Africa 

Cooperation (FOCAC).   

Although African countries have received investment inflows, they have come with certain 

drawbacks. For instance, they have negatively impacted local trade and commerce. Also, in 

some cases African labour has not benefited from Chinese investment. Studies show that 

Chinese firms’ labour practices involve abuse and human rights violation through casualization 

of labour, low remuneration, and a general lack of adherence to occupational safety, as well as 

not employing Africans in their firms. There is also talent gap in relation to hiring high 

positions in firms. 

There are also incidents where China’s investments in Africa are said to be entered in favour 

of the Chinese. Most of the Chinese corporations don’t comply with the labour laws and they 

are constantly causing environmental degradation. The Chinese are also trying to destroy the 

democracy in African countries by teaming up with authoritarian leaders and also giving 

conditions to the African governments of not being transparent on the basis of the loans and 

aids that they receive from them to their citizens. 

(A) Background Of The Problem 

The paper aims at analyzing and exploring how the Chinese are basically affecting the 

institutions of the African countries, and how they are responding to the demands and slavery 

agreements of the Chinese in the name of having bilateral relations and economic ties. The 

paper also reviews the reactions of the Africans, judiciary and other pillars of the government 

towards the investments and all the activities done by the Chinese government. It also explores 

the modes of influence undertaken by the Chinese in Africa to exercise their power which 

include through economic investments, promotion of communism as well as supporting 

explicitly political and electoral outcomes which are favorable to them only. 

(B) Problem Statement 
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Focus on the increasingly China-Africa bilateral relations has been placed on the study of the 

impacts of the Chinese in terms of trade, investments and aids in African countries. Many 

literature scholars have paid less attention or diverged on the subject matter pertaining to the 

underlying repercussions of this relationship in a legal point of view. 

This paper aims at adding and exploring the impacts of Sino-Africa relationship in terms of 

influence and investments in a more jurisprudential manner in terms of rise of violation of 

natural human rights and abuse, distortion of democracy and the institutions of African 

countries as well as manipulation of local laws, natural resources and Slavic agreements 

undertaken by the Chinese. 

(C) Research Methodology 

The researcher has used a combination of qualitative and comparative models in order to gather 

collate and consolidate a wide range of data on the research problem. Qualitative research will 

allow analysis key considerations in the problem in the law. Legal impacts that go into the 

Sino. African bilateral agreement will be analysed thus will explain why after the Sino – 

African relationship there is nerve of volitions of natural human right and manipulation of local 

hand 

Emphasis has been relied on Qualitative research approach that includes collection of 

secondary data. Data collection tools used will involve gathering of information from published 

journals, articles, relevant books as well as potential official policy documents such as news 

magazines and so forth. Hence, it mainly involves literature research. 

The case studies presented in the article can both be considered as descriptive and explanatory 

case studies, where the opinions and perspectives on the Sino-African relationship among the 

African population are disclosed in the results, which give answers to the sub questions which 

are stated above. 

(D) Research Objectives 

1. To examine and explore the legal consequences of the Sino-African relationship 

2. To explore the legal consequences of Sino-African relationship in terms of natural human 

rights  

3. To examine the legal consequences of such relationship in terms of geopolitical strategies 

of the Chinese government in Africa. 

(E) Research Questions 

• In what ways are the Chinese undermining and infringing the natural and human rights of  

https://www.ijlmh.com/
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the African citizens (case study Tanzania)? 

• What are the Africans perceptions concerning the Chinese influence and investments in 

Sub-Saharan Africa? 

• How the Chinese is affecting the institutions and democracy of the African continent and 

how they are responding to the Chinese demands. 

• To what extent is the judiciary and legislature reacting to the investments and all the 

exploitative activities that involve the Chinese government?  

(F) Research/ Literature Gap 

Many Journals and literary scholars have gained interest and focus in the said subject but have 

paid less attention in explaining the legal aspect or the jurisprudential view of the said 

relationship between China and African countries. This paper has therefore focused on filling 

the void by examining the legal aspects of this relationship, and how China has a huge impact 

upon the natural rights of the Africans and their democracy. 

The researcher will look at different literatures from some authors who have published books 

journals and authors covering the concept and findings related with research problem at and of 

the literature review the research will rehome the lacuna between the material explained and 

what’s will be explained  

The study of this paper will use secondary source of which will be used include information 

contained in books, the internet, magazine, articles journals, paper, pamphlets and reports that 

related to the study  

(G) Literature Review 

Maho Fujita2, produce for the china – Tanzania Relation History. That’s the relationship 

started due to the belief of Nyerere, to avoid the dependent from the colonies. The fact is that 

1st Sino – Africa relationship in Tanzania was on 1960s, which it was more of diplomatic one. 

Richard Scherer3, where by the authored proceed that’s the China engagement with African 

did started in 15th country now is duly know as Sino- Africa. The author tried to show policy 

recommendations and changing nature of China – African development in the last six decade. 

Jing Gu the author tried to show how the China – African bilateral trade has largely expanded 

from 65.9 billion to 114 million and proud for the impact of the global financial crus on China 

 
2 Chinese Involvement in Tanzania and Its Local Impacts, 2017 
3 China and Africa an Emerging Partnership for Development? Copyright © 2011 African Development Bank 

Group 
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and the out look  

Johanna Jansson, Christopher Burke and Tracy Hon4 the authors, the research being taken 

on 2009  in Tanzania when it proves for the over view of Sino – Tanzania relationship and 

particular identity for key outros of engagement that one of the largest force and project from 

China through the Sino – Tanzania relationship was Tazara with internet FREE LOAN OF Us 

500 million built  by china railway engineers corporation ( CREC) between 1970-1976 the 

authors tried to proceed impact the perceptions of Sino – Tanzania relation and provide to Have 

assistance and rehabilitation to the country home authors acknowledge that china has great 

aristae over year  

Having what authors vote have under the research will make a corporation analysis on the legal 

implementation on the whole Sino – Tanzania relationship bilateral agreement. As the fact that 

allot of the authors have cut the impact (legal) impact that are cause by the Sino – Tanzania.   

II. ANALYSIS OF THE IMPACT OF THE CHINESE AFRICA RELATIONS IN THE LEGAL 

ASPECT IN TANZANIA 
This part consists of the explanation of the whole Sino- African bilateral relation in Tanzania, 

the establishment and the significance of the Sino- African bilateral relations, plus the 

advantage to Tanzania legal system as well. 

The China – African relationship can be traced back to the 1950s which that time was 

considered to be a post-colonial period. This relationship contributed to sustainable growth and 

development for both countries that is; the African countries and China in general.  

Tanzania is known to be among countries which have bilateral relations with China for many 

years now. The relationship between China and Tanzania is commonly referred to as the Sino 

– Tanzania 5 

(A) Sino- Tanzania Bilateral Investments Treaties (Bits)  

During the 1960s, Tanzania officially started engaging and having bilateral relations, and later 

afterwards; several economic, social, trade and political bilateral treaties were signed. Due to 

Socialism policies, China and Tanzania found themselves being allies and having ties. 

 It is remembered that on 24th March 2013, a very important treaty and contract was signed by 

President XI Jinping which aimed at making a historical unset in Tanzania. The treaty was 

 
4Patterns of Chinese investment, aid and trade in Tanzania  A briefing paper by the Centre for Chinese Studies  

Prepared for World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), October 2009 
5 United Republic of Tanzania, Sustainable Industries Development Policy SIDP 1996-2020(Dar es Salaam, 

Ministry of Industries and Trade , 1996 ) 
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edited in such a way that it promoted commerce, infrastructure, energy and trade in Tanzania.  

 The data acquired from the ministry of commerce of the people republic of China indicates 

that among the OFDI flows in Tanzania in the year 2020; China was actually the second largest 

and latest OFDI country in the world. During the years 2018-2021, under the late President 

John Magufuli, he geared industrialization through various projects such as the Bagamoyo 

speed economic zone (BSEZ), Mchuchuma and Liganga coal project and the speed railways 

and bridge construction.  

The latest Bilateral Investment Treaty in Tanzania which was signed by china contains clauses 

that Tanzania represent some of sub- Saharan African countries when china newly invested.6 

(B) The Importance Of Sino – Tanzania Relationship 

The Sino – Tanzania BIT has contributed to the growth domestic product (GDP) which rose to 

15% from the 8% mainly through the Sino- Africa investment treaties. Tanzania has also gained 

modern infrastructures such as bridges (Nyerere Bridge), proposed cement factory that will 

cost around 1 million US dollars in entire region and the concession loan for various projects 

such as 87.6 US billion for standard gauge railway SGR7. 

Due to the Sino- Tanzania BITS, the country is expected to become a middle income country 

by 2025. The china – Tanzania relationship has helped to improve former lines in Tanzania 

accredit to the World Bank. Also; manufacturing sector has created jobs in Tanzania for almost 

43%. 

III. LEGAL IMPACT FACING TANZANIA THROUGH THE SINO-TANZANIA BILATERAL 

TREATIES 
The part consists of the fraudulent massive impacts in Tanzania in its relationship with the 

Chinese (Sino- Tanzania) in reference to the BITS (Bilateral investment treaties) 

(A) Legal impact faced by Tanzania during entering Sino- Africa Bilateral Investment 

Treaties 

Most of the BITs enter by Tanzania with the China government do offer investors rights but 

do not impose any obligation towards them on the matters related to development of the nation. 

The current legal frame work that exist between China and Tanzania does not stipulate or gear 

 
6 ibid 
7 United Republic of Tanzania, Sustainable Industries Development Policy SIDP 1996-2020(Dar es Salaam, 

Ministry of Industries and Trade , 1996 ) paras 3.2, 3.3 and 3.4.6 ;The Government of the United Republic of 

Tanzania, Tanzania Industrial Competitiveness Report 2015   

https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/


 
1277 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [Vol. 5 Iss 3; 1271] 
  

© 2022. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities   [ISSN 2581-5369] 

the obligation and responsibility of the Chinese towards the development goals of Tanzania.  

For instance the concept of corporate social responsibility (CSR) of which is prodded in BITS 

but no details or donators on it8. Hence, it is clearly seen that the Sino- Tanzania BITS 

incorporates CSR in the preamble but it is totally silence on it9. 

The sustainable development clauses found in Sino- Tanzania do not provide for legal 

obligation for any party in its entirety.  

(B) Sino Tanzania BITS into the Legal System  

It’s very clear that the Tanzania industrialization or any development investment coming with 

the Sino – Tanzania BITS has to consider the country legal frame work in relation to the sector 

in which the BITS is involved. Thus; the current legal framework has to accommodate the BITs 

in order for the two countries to succeed and have a smooth flow in their relation but it has to 

focus on legal ideology of the country, which in turn, they are quite different.  

Most of the legal frame work enshrined in the Sino- Tanzania BITs is included in order to gear 

development of the living conditions of the majority of Tanzanians, especially the majority 

poor and the working class.  

Point to remember is that BITs are geared towards sustainable development through 

investment. But home to majority of the BITS signed by china – Tanzania do not contain 

profusions on investment facilitation. 

In 2015 Tanzania adopted 2030 agenda in promoting human welfare and protecting the 

environment in order to protect human kind especially in less development countries. Tanzania 

was required to change laws in order to accommodate the goal. The laws enacted where the 

Environment management Act (EMA), the Occupational health and Safety National policy 

Act 2009. 

According to section 4(1) of EMA define environment to mean physical surroundings of the 

human being which include land and water, climate and sound and in section 6 provide and 

require a person and corporate entities to protect and keep the environment.  

But it’s a sad truth that the Chinese companies which were established as a result of the BITs 

tend to ignore the environment protection laws. For instance; the hailed completion of Mtwara- 

 
8 T. Xiaoyang and I. Y. Sun, ‘Social Responsibility or Development Responsibility? What is the Environmental 

Impact of Chinese Investment in Africa: What are its Drivers , and what are the Possibilities for Action?’, Cornell 

International law Journal, 49, (2016), pp .69,25   
9 R. Mullerat, International Corporate Social Responsibility: The Role of Corporations in the Economic Order of 

the 21st Century ( The Netherlands, Walter Kluwer,2010)   
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Dar Es Salaam gas pipeline constructed by Chinese. The project destroyed the environment, 

trees, water and soil as well. Some areas were discovered having industries waste products and 

water polluted10. There is also the Bang international Investment Company did polluted water 

into Msimbazi river.11  

(C) The legal impact in respect of Labour standards 

Tanzania did enact several statutes for the purpose of regulating labour institutions in the 

country. Some of the commonly known laws namely being the “Employment and Labour 

relation act cap 366 RE 2022” (ELRA), “Labour institutions act cap 300 R.E 2002” (LIA) and 

Occupational Health and safety act Cap 297”. 

Inside ELRA, section 7-11 provide for importance of fundamental rights and protections right 

as well as the protectors as enshrined in the labour community. But a point to remember is that, 

the Tanzania – china BITs does not contain any provisions on labour matters. 

According to the Chinese ambassador to Tanzania, more than 600 Chinese companies operate 

in Tanzania. However International Labour Organisation documented evidence clearly shows 

that in Tanzania labour standards are not adequately implement by investors12. For instance; In 

the case of Sun Shine Mining Limited owned by the Chinese, it was found that most of the 

workers, lacked safety gears, medical service and do not have residence and working permit as 

required by the labour law. Most bilateral investment treaties signed by Tanzania with china 

contains labour provisions which do not explicitly aim to improve labour standards13.  

The human right provisions in Sino Africa instant, most of BITs don’t make reference to human 

rights example model BIT of China – Tanzania (2003). 

IV. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE SINO TANZANIA BILATERAL 

TREATIES 
This part consists of the summary conclusion on the legal impact of the Sino – Africans BITs 

in Tanzania and puts forward recommendations to the impacts. The author draws conclusion 

on the impacts of the Chinese engagement in Africa’s democracy, political and economic 

 
10 K. Senelwa,’Tanzania to start tests on 542km long new Mtwara-Dar gas pipeline ‘,East African, 25 July 2015, 

available at http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/business/Tanzania-tests-on-542km-long-new-Mtwara-Dar-gas-

pipeline/-/2560/2808568/-/pebir7z/-/index.html   
11 Rweyemamu, ‘ Mpina bangs factory 25M fine for pollution’, The Guardian, 8 October 2016 ,available at 

http://www.ippmedia.com/en/news/mpina-bangs-factory-sh25m-fine-pollution,   
12 ILO, Fundamental Rights at Work and International labour standards, Geneva, 2004 
13 Tanzania Human Rights Centre, Human Rights and Business Report 2014: Taking Stock of Labour Rights, Land 

Rights, Gender, Taxation, Corporate Accountability, Environmental Justice and Performance of Regulatory 

Authorities (Dar Es Salaam, LHRC, 2015) 126 available at http://www.humanrights.or.tz/downloads/Human 

%20Rights%20and%20Business%20Report%202014%20final.pdf 
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affairs. The author also shows how African governments especially Tanzania can fight against 

modes of influence used by the Chinese to exercise supreme powers in Africa. 

(A) Conclusion  

The legal frame work of any country shall be considered effective if it saves and protects the 

people who are the targeted. The majority BITs signed by China and African countries 

including Tanzania do not contain provisions related to sustainable development of the country. 

The government should consider taking serious actions when there is human right violations, 

corruption practices, failure to obsess mental loan and failure to adhere to environment law by 

the Chinese investors that are the outcomes of the BITs. Also; the government is supposed to 

look and dive deeper at the new model BITs in it relation with china. 

(B) Recommendations 

• The government should consider re- example the current BITs and adopt several profusions 

on sustainable development 

• It’s important for the government of Tanzania to adopt legal frame work that benefits both 

their investors and Tanzania as a country, by outsourcing their conditions for required 

development  

• The government should consider providing a clear inspection system in the Chinese firms 

and companies in order to make sure that they comply with the labour Laws in Tanzania  

• The government should adopt the humanitarian laws and put into law the Local laws that 

the Chinese investors engage into so as to reduce any acts of human right violation. 

• Tanzania should consider to adopt new mode BITs that will reduce the Chinese investors 

corrupt and law offenders. 

• A predictable legal framework is necessary to maintain sustained levels of investment and 

trade. Furthermore, commercial operators need to rely on modern, uniform laws that are 

applied as default rules. This is particularly true for small and medium-sized enterprises, 

which may not be in a position to obtain timely legal advice or to negotiate contracts in 

detail, but are particularly exposed to commercial disputes due to their limited assets. 

However, this remains true for larger companies as well, because China’s traditionally 

exported items, namely manufactured goods, are being replaced by more sophisticated 

products, including large infrastructure projects. 

***** 
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