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Influence of the Political Class towards Violence 

against Women 
 

S. VADHULAS 
1 

 

ABSTRACT 

The government only continually urges women to be safe, but rarely educates men not to 

rape. These acts, as trivial or "in-passing" as they may be, it is undoubted that these 

statements reaffirm and justify these acts of Violence Against Women in the minds of the 

general public. Violence Against Women can take many forms. They can be general 

widespread practices, or certain customary practices restricted to certain areas and 

groups of people. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 
The concept of Violence against Women (VAW), also called Gender Based Violence, is a set 

of violent behaviours perpetrated by males towards women, usually on account of the victim 

being a woman. But since the phrase is so wide in nature, it is up to society to truly categorise 

acts as VAW. Society, for the awareness of such sensitive yet important topics, relies on the 

politicians and the political class. However, it has been seen time after time, that the toxic 

male patriarchal values run deep into the political system and only further condone if not 

propagate these forms of abuse. Politicians have often made statements regarding rape which 

are extremely controversial in nature, such as blaming the victim of the rape for wearing 

"indecent" clothes. Other times, these very members of the political class are accused of 

domestic violence against their wives. The most prevalent forms of Violence Against Women 

in India are Domestic Violence, Rape, Trafficking, Female Infanticide, Female Foeticide, 

Genital Mutilation, Child Marriage, Honour Killing, Dowry Deaths, Sati, etc.  

II. SCOPE 

This research paper will limit its scope to that of India and Indian politicians or members of 

the Indian political class. Furthermore, as "Violence against Women" is an umbrella term for 

various different forms of Violence, this research paper will restrict itself to 3 main forms of 

Violence against women, namely,Rape, Domestic violence, and Dowry death. The reason for 

limiting the scope of this research paper to these three crimes is as follows: (i) Recent rape 

                                                      
1Author is a student at Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad, India. 
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cases such as the Priyanka Reddy case and previously the Nirbhaya case have sparked 

debates among politicians, (ii) Domestic violence is a form of Violence Against Women that 

can be observed almost all over the world, and spans entire continents, (iii) Dowry Deaths 

and the concept of Dowry is a form of Violence Against Women that is only observed in 

India, thus making it a culture-specific manifestation of the same. 

III. RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

The research questions that are sought to be answered in the following research paper are: 

(i) What is the attitude of the political class towards rape? 

(ii) What is the attitude of the political class towards domestic violence? 

(iii) What is attitude of the political class towards the practice of dowry? 

IV. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

In the book titled “Ending Violence Against Women: A Challenge for Development and 

Humanitarian Work”, Francine Pickup, Suzanne Williams and Caroline Sweetman analyse 

the attitude of the people towards each crime. They examine the cultural traditions observed 

by the people and the justifications usually provided for the same. Through this, they identify 

the reasons why the government in ineffective in reducing the number of such crimes. 

However, this research does not analyse in depth the attitudes of the people who possess 

political power towards Violence Against Women. In the article “Continuities and Change: 

The Law Commission and Sexual Violence” co-authored by Geetanjali Gangoli and Martin 

Rew, various statements made by MPs regarding the Mathura Rape Case and the Nirbhaya 

Rape Case are recorded. For instance, Congress Parliament member Abhijit Mukherjee 

dismissed protesters against the rape as “dented and painted women”, or middle class women 

who have no knowledge of Indian ‘realities’, frequent discos, and take part in candlelight 

vigils because they are fashionable. Moreover, Samajwadi Party leader Abu Azmi and RSS 

chief Mohan Bhagwat believed that rapes are a mostly urban phenomenon, linked to 

westernisation and women wearing “less clothes” and that urban women need to protect 

themselves by staying at home, and should only venture out of the home whilst chaperoned 

by male relatives. However, this research paper mainly analyses the reception of the Law 

Commission’s suggestions about Sexual Violence. The transcript of the Convocation Address 

by Partha Chatterjee at NUJS speaks mainly about the immediate reaction of the people 

following the Nirbhaya rape case. In this, he analyses the reasons for the politcians’ 

indifference and incapability. He opines that the citizens are at a dead-end following outrage. 

The women start losing faith in their MPs, and the men who commit such crimes against 
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women are empowered by this indifference of the political class. However, this transcript 

focuses mainly on the power of judicial activism as a method of reconciling the demands of 

various feminist movement and organisations with laws. Furthermore, owing to the spoken 

nature of this literature, it is not a very in depth research. It is clear after extensive analysis 

that there is indeed a lacuna pertaining to the existence of in depth research regarding the 

Influence of the Political class towards Violence Against Women in India.  

V. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The research methodology used for the following research paper is an amalgamation of 

Doctrinal Research Methodology, as well as Analytical Research Methodology. The doctrinal 

research will be done to identify certain statements or reactions by the political class towards 

traumatic events of violence against women which have been documented. The analytical 

research will be done to analyse as to the extent of damage these statements cause and the 

consequences. 

VI. FINDINGS 
(i) What is the attitude of the political class towards rape? 

It has been observed time after time again that the political class is still not sensitized about 

rape and the immorality of it. Despite being recognised as a heinous crime in the International 

Community as well as by the courts of India, the politicians still pass remarks demeaning 

rape survivors, or engage in ‘victim blaming’. This victim blaming by politicians transcends 

the political platform and perforates into the thought processes of the common man. It has 

been recorded numerous times that politicians, in the wake of rape cases, make comments 

blaming rape on westernisation when in reality, marital rape is still legal in India. 

Additionally, the punishment for rape also becomes politicised in the wrong ways, such as the 

debate on capital punishment. It simply becomes a clause in a party’s promises rather than the 

actual quest for justice to the society. 

The first category of statements made about rape is of victim blaming. Victim blaming is the 

act of placing the blame of the offence on the victim. In the case of rape, it is the act of 

claiming that the victim was raped because of her behaviours, such as wearing “revealing” 

clothes, roaming around in cities, interacting with the opposite sex, not being religious 

enough, etc.. The very crime of rape, too, has been sensationalised and politicised by the 

political parties today. On one hand, right-wing parties clamour for the prestigious position of 

women in Hinduism, yet refuse to accept that even Hindu men commit such atrocious crimes 

and prefer to blame it on the woman. On the other hand, the left-wing parties claim that they 
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champion liberty and progress, yet, turn a blind eye towards cases of rape that they cannot 

make a political issue about. This apathy of the governments towards rape has in fact further 

incited the public in their attempt to take justice into their own hands, which can be observed 

in the case of the police encounter of the accused men in the recent Priyanka Reddy rape 

case. Some of these harmful and ignorant statements include "Rapes take place in cities and 

not in villages. Such incidents happen due to the influence of western culture and women 

wearing less clothes,” as said by Mohan Bhagwat of the Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh 

(RSS). This blaming of the acts of rapists on something as abstract as western culture takes 

away the accountability of the rapist. “The rate of crimes against women depended on how 

completely dressed they are, and how regularly they visited temples.” This religious 

justification of rape, that too by politicians such as Babulal Gaur, a member of the Bharatiya 

Janata Party, only further politicises the crime of rape.2 Andhra Pradesh’s congress leader, 

Botsa Satyanarayana, commenting on the Delhi gang rape case, questioned, “Just because the 

country attained independence at midnight, is it proper for women to move at midnight?” 

This linkage between the political history of India to rape, is a dangerous venture into the 

political waters. Linking Indian patriotism and culture with the captivity of women under the 

pretext of “protection” further places the blame on not only the rape victims, but also on the 

men for not “keeping her in check”.3 She is seen as having no independence or mind of her 

own. This, again, is based on religious grounds of Hinduism according to which women 

should not be allowed to roam freely without the permission or protection of men. The 

standard of consent is being lowered down to merely the visual representation of the woman 

being enough to warrant any sort of sexual relation, and the politicians’ lax attitude towards 

the crime of rape further projects this view of society towards regression rather than the 

progressive international standards of “Violence Against Women”.  

The second category is sympathising with the rapists. There have been various statements by 

male politicians justifying the acts of the rapists, claiming that “boys will be boys”. This was 

a statement made by Mulayam Singh Yadav of the Samajwadi Party opposing the death 

penalty for such crimes.4 The derogation of these heinous crimes to merely “mistakes” only 

propagates patriarchy in all its toxic forms.5 The life and dignity of a male is seen as 

                                                      
2 United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), Census 2011: Governing Populations And The Girl Child (2011), 

https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/resource-pdf/UNFPA_Publication-39866.pdf 
3 Anurag Verma, 10 Bizarre Statements Made By Indian Politicians That Will Make You Facepalm Hard, News 

18, 2017,https://www.news18.com/news/politics/10-bizarre-statements-made-by-indian-politicians-that-will-

make-you-facepalm-hard-1481489.html (last visited Mar 22, 2020). 
4BBC Monitoring, Indian Politicians' 'Unfortunate' Rape Remarks, 2014, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-

asia-india-27808722. 
5BBC Monitoring, Indian Politicians' 'Unfortunate' Rape Remarks, 2014, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
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something so full of potential, that mistakes should be forgiven- even if those mistakes take 

away the life and dignity of a female. This sort of enabling of the man over the body of 

women by politicians of such ‘prestigious’ political parties that hold such high amounts of 

power and influence contributes to the sad reality that marital rape is still not a criminal act in 

India, as even the politicians, the very lawmakers and the legislature, recognises a wife 

merely as the woman belonging to the man. 6The list of politicians who have made such 

politically incorrect statements about rape can be far from exhaustive, as some politicians 

themselves have been convicted for rape, such as Kuldeep Singh Sengar. But this list includes 

some of the most frequently seen names on the news today- Ranjit Sinha (Former CBI Chief), 

Om Prakash Chautala (former CM of Haryana), Kailash Vijayvarigya (BJP National General 

Secretary), Mamata Banerjee (CM of West Bengal). Yet these statements are dusted under 

the rug and these politicians still come to power, as these statements are still not seen as being 

regressive and insensitive, or misogynistic and sexist. 

(ii) What is the attitude of the political class towards domestic violence? 

The political class has been slightly more responsive to the problem of Domestic Violence. 

However, the reason for the limited attention towards the unchecked domestic violence is 

because the composition of the Indian political class is primarily males. Most of the efforts 

towards combating domestic violence are made by Non-Governmental Organisations.7 These 

pressure groups such as Vimochana help educate not only the general public but also the 

politicians. Religious practices and cultural mores find their root in the political conditions of 

the society. While the grassroot level efforts cannot be ignored, it is still undeniable that the 

State has not put enough effort into cracking down on the crime of domestic violence. 

Political will is the key to the elimination of domestic violence, but even the lowest levels of 

the police inspectors dismiss domestic violence cases. The near-absence of women in politics 

ensures that crimes like domestic violence stay in the background.8 Another problematic 

attitude of the political class is seeing domestic violence as isolated cases. Rather than 

viewing it as a statistical trend of men physically abusing their wives, it is instead seen as 

individual conflicts between two people that escalated into violence. Some politicians still 

                                                                                                                                                                     
asia-india-27808722. 
5 5 bizarre statements made by politicians on rape, Free Press Journal (2019), 

https://www.freepressjournal.in/india/5-bizarre-statements-made-by-politicians-on-rape. 
6John P. McKendy, The Class Politics of Domestic Violence, 24 The Journal of Sociology and Social Welfare 

135 - 155 (1997). 
7Ravneet Kaur & Suneela Garg, Addressing domestic violence against women: An unfinished agenda, 33 Indian 

Journal of Community Medicine 73 (2008). 
8Ranjana Kumari et al., Violence Against Women In Politics (A Study Conducted In India, Nepal and Pakistan) 

(2010). 
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consider offenders of domestic violence as “individually responsible”9 which de-politicises 

the whole issue, and this makes is nearly impossible to curb the problem effectively. The 

same justifications are usually given for marital rape so as to justify domestic violence by a 

husband against his wife. Furthermore, statements by politicians regarding a woman’s “duty” 

to stay at home and be a housewife only further humanises the crime of domestic violence by 

merely portraying it as a negative sanction for failing to perform their obligations rather than 

the crime that it actually is.10 Domestic Violence is criminalised under Section 498 of the 

Indian Penal Code, 1872, but the sad reality is that everyone in the political system, ranging 

from the police officers to the high-level politicians, believe that Section 498 is being 

misused by women to accuse innocent men of cruelty. However, this is a deep-rooted 

misunderstanding as in a study conducted by Vimochana, a women’s rights NGO it was 

shown that most of the cases reported under Section 498A were simply being dismissed by 

the police as the investigation process into the same was a complex process. This issue has 

not gained enough attention from the politicians, even though these are the aspiring or current 

lawmakers of India. 

(iii) What is attitude of the political class towards the practice of dowry? 

Dowry is the ancient practice of demanding money from the bride’s family at the time of 

marriage. The practice of dowry began to gain political acceptance when Brahmins began to 

come to power under the British colonial rule, and the Hindu customs were codified into 

laws. M.N. Srinivas is of the opinion that the British colonialists are the reason for the 

legitimisation of dowry in north India11 But it has still not been eliminated in India. The 

politicians often turn a blind eye towards it, however, as they again see it as a personal family 

matter. Politicians also do not look into the high numbers of female deaths under ‘mysterious 

circumstances’. While the government’s theoretical efforts into condemning dowry is 

commendable, it is undisputed that their practical efforts into curbing the practice of dowry is 

inefficient. Dowry death is the killing of the wife for failure to provide sufficient, if any, 

dowry. This can be incited by the husband or even the in-laws. The condition for the same is 

the death of the woman under unnatural circumstances within 7 years of marriage and proof 

of demand of dowry from the husband and his family.  

The reality of the same, however, is that the police officers do not bother investigating further 

into dowry deaths as the family of the husband threatens them. Furthermore, when it comes 
                                                      
9International Center For Research On Women, Domestic Violence in India (1999). 
10Natalie J. Sokoloff & Ida Dupont, Domestic Violence at the Intersections of Race, Class, and Gender, 11 

Violence Against Women 38-64 (2005). 
11Ranjana Sheel, Institutionalisation and Expansion of Dowry System in Colonial North India, 32 Economic and 

Political Weekly 1709-1718 (1997). 
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to dowry, the new shift of the economy from the primary sector to the secondary and tertiary 

sectors owing to industrialisation, some political scientists believe that this rift only further 

led men to maintain that a woman’s place was at home, and combined with the relative 

passiveness of state intervention in personal laws, the traditional practice of dowry runs 

unchecked.12 Dowry as a form of violence against woman arises when the woman is put in 

emotional duress and psychologically tortured by the husband and his family to give them 

dowry.13 It escalates when the family starts to physically abuse her or starve her in order to 

pressurise her parents to pay the dowry, sometimes resulting in her death. 

The reason for the political class’ unwillingness to address dowry as a rampant form of 

violence against women is the rift between cultural practices and structural rights. Personal 

laws, customs and religious traditions are held in high esteem in India and for this reason, 

religious sentiments are a driving force in today’s society.14 The political class is afraid of 

this force, and therefore refrains from directing this force towards progress. Lack of state 

intervention for fear of hurting religious sentiments, at the cost of thousands of victims 

explains the prevalence of dowry till date. Additionally, the State, by refusing to intervene in 

oppressive religious practices that violate human rights, serves to diminish the image of such 

culture in the international standing. Indian cultures, hence, are continued to be perceived as 

“oppressive” and “misogynistic”.15 

VII. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the attitude of the political class towards violence against women is still 

lacking in many dimensions.  

(i) The attitude of the political class towards rape promotes misogyny and patriarchy. 

The government still has not understood the sensitive nature of the heinous crime of rape. 

Most members of the political class are still unaware of the impact that their uninformed 

statements regarding victim blaming or sympathising with the rapists undermines the very 

institution of womanhood in India. Awareness about rape as a form of violence against 

women starts with the politicians and their duty to be informed about the consequences of 

their misogynistic statements. 

                                                      
12Ranjana Sheel, Institutionalisation and Expansion of Dowry System in Colonial North India, 32 Economic and 

Political Weekly 1709-1718 (1997). 
13Praveena Kodoth, Producing a Rationale for Dowry? Gender in the Negotiation of Exchange at Marriage in 

Kerala, South India, (2006), http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/25193/1/ARCWorkingPaper16PraveenaKODOTH2006.pdf 

(last visited Mar 22, 2020). 
14Natalie J. Sokoloff & Ida Dupont, Domestic Violence at the Intersections of Race, Class, and Gender, 11 

Violence Against Women 38-64 (2005). 
15Ranjana Sheel, Institutionalisation and Expansion of Dowry System in Colonial North India, 32 Economic and 

Political Weekly 1709-1718 (1997). 
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(ii) The attitude of the political class towards domestic violence requires more systematic 

gender-based effort. 

The political class has been more receptive towards cracking down on domestic violence in 

India due to the lack of cultural sentiments attached to it. There is still a large number of 

cases of domestic violence that the government can address effectively if they stop isolating 

these cases as merely physical violence between two individuals, and instead treat domestic 

violence as the violent manifestation of patriarchy. 

(iii) The attitude of the political class towards dowry is stagnant due to fear of hurting 

religious sentiments of personal laws. 

Dowry has theoretically been criminalised in the form of penalisation of dowry deaths but 

there is still a lot left to be desired in the form of state intervention. There is a need to balance 

structural rights and cultural sentiments, and the current political class’ attitude of turning a 

blind eye to the latter at the cost of the former with regards to the violence faced by women in 

the demand for dowry only lowers the perception of India in the international community as 

being backward and regressive.  

***** 
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