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Multiple Environmental Legislations in 

India-An Analysis 
 

DEBANGANA CHATTERJEE
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  ABSTRACT 
In India, there are a host of regulations relating to environmental protection. The 

environment has a direct impact on human lives, and environmental degradation has a 

direct impact on human lives. The following hypothesis can be made from this study: it is 

important to govern human behaviour and social transactions using laws that have already 

been designed to suit various contexts and values. Multiple legislations, as well as a 

plethora of rules and regulations, made it easier to delegate functions from the federal and 

state governments to other authorities. Now the question is whether the existing or enforced 

many environmental legislations in India are effective and strict enough, or whether they 

need to be more comprehensive and succinct. Despite the fact that several legislative steps 

have already been made to give effect to the significant right to live in a healthy 

environment, as well as the accompanying responsibility imposed on the state and 

individuals to ensure environmental preservation and conservation. In this research paper, 

my endeavour is to analyse Indian environmental legislations. Although India has a 

plethora of environmental regulations, its enforcement mechanisms are not up to par. As a 

result, both the Central and State Governments should investigate the issue of proper 

implementation of several environmental legislations in India. India requires a complete 

and integrated environmental protection legislation that should be codified in a single Act 

rather than several statutes in order to avoid chaos and confusion, as the same thing is 

often codified under separate statutes, so as to avoid confusion and multiplicity. 

Keywords: Environmental Legislations, Multiplicity, Conservation, Comprehensive, 

implementations. 

  

I. INTRODUCTION  
The concept of environmental protection and the problems it causes are as old as Homo sapiens' 

evolution on this planet. However, when science and technology advance, and the environment 

changes dramatically, the rules of nature are disrupted, causing the balance of human existence 

to be thrown off. In order to address the numerous issues, a new field of law, known as 

 
1 Author is a Student at Amity Law School, Gurugram, India. 
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environmental law, has arisen. There are two types of philosophies: anthropocentric ethics, 

which asserts that man is superior and that other species should protect him, and eco-centric 

ethics, which asserts that man and all forms of life are on an equal footing for protection. With 

an eco-centric perspective in mind, William H Rodgers, Jr. described environmental law as 

"the law of planetary housekeeping," which protects the world and its inhabitants from 

activities that disrupt the earth's life-sustaining capacities. According to the Environmental 

Protection Act ("EPA"), the term "environment" refers to water, air, and land, as well as the 

interrelationships between those elements and humans, other living animals, plants, 

microorganisms, and property. Environmental law encompasses a broader range of issues. 

Environmental law can be defined as an amalgamation of common law and statutory principles. 

For the protection and conservation of the environment, India has built a comprehensive 

framework of environmental legislation and regulations. In India, there are a slew of 

regulations relating to environmental protection. The Environmental (Protection) Act of 1986 

is an umbrella legislation that allows the federal and state governments to delegate authority to 

other organisations. This research article compiles a list of all significant environmental 

legislation that has been passed. A few of these are also briefly explored in this article. 

II. ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATIVE HISTORY IN INDIA 
• The Shore Nuisance (Bombay, Colaba) Act 1853 was the first legislation on water 

pollution control, allowing the Collector of Land Revenue in Bombay to order the 

clearance of any nuisance found below the high-water line in Bombay harbour. 

• It has been provided for the administration of fines relating to the Company and a right 

of compensation to anyone whose water has been fouled by the Company under Section 

15 of the Orient Gas Company Act 1857. 

• Sections 268 to 294A of Chapter XIV of the Indian Penal Code (1860) deal with 

offences connected to public health, safety, contaminating the water of any public 

spring or reservoir, and other careless acts using toxic substances, among other things. 

Section 290 makes public annoyance a criminal offence punishable by a fine. Sections 

269-271 deal with careless activities that are likely to transmit diseases that are 

dangerous to people's lives and are punishable by up to 6 months in prison, a fine, or 

both. Section 277 deals with the prevention of water pollution and the punishment of 

up to three months in prison or a fine of up to Rs. 500, or both. The pollution generated 

by mischief is covered in Sections 426, 430, 431, and 432. 
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• The Code of Criminal Procedure (“Cr.P.C.”), 1973, Chapter X, deals with the 

maintenance of public order and quiet, as well as remedies for public disturbance and 

unsensitized situations.  

• The Indian Easement Act of 1882 protects riparian property owners from unreasonably 

polluting upstream users. Pollution of rivers and other water bodies is prohibited under 

the Indian Fisheries Act 1897, the Indian Port Act 1908, the Indian Forest Act 1927, 

and the Merchant Shipping Act 1958. Then, following careful and extensive 

investigation, it was discovered that while the above-mentioned laws deal with water 

pollution incidentally, the prevention and control of water pollution is not the primary 

reason or goal of such laws. 

• The Motor Vehicles Act of 1939 (amended 1989) is also seen to be capable of 

controlling noise, air, and other pollutions. In India, several states have their own laws 

governing environmental pollution and environmental protection. 

According to a World Bank report published in 2007, India has a comprehensive environmental 

management system that includes a comprehensive set of environmental legislations, specific 

statutory mandates, regulatory instruments, and institutional frameworks for implementing and 

enforcing environmental policy objectives. There are over 200 environmental laws in the 

United States. The Ministry of Environment and Forests, the Central Pollution Control Board, 

State Departments of Environment, State Pollution Control Boards, and Municipal 

Corporations are the key institutions responsible for the formulation and implementation of 

environmental Acts and Rules. 

III. ENVIRONMENTAL ACTS & AMENDMENTS 
(A) General 

▪ The Environment (Protection) Act 1986. 

▪ The Public Liability Insurance Act 1991 (Amendment 1992). 

▪ The National Environment Tribunal Act 1995. 

▪ The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act 1958. 

▪ The National Environment Appellate Authority Act 1997. 

▪ The National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 

▪ The biological diversity act, 2002 

(B) Forests and Wildlife 

• The Indian Forest Act 1927 and Amendment 1984. 
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▪ The Forest (Conservation) Act 1980, 1981.  

▪ The Wildlife (Protection) Act 1980, 1981.  

▪ The Scheduled tribes and other traditional forest dwellers (Recognition of forest rights) 

act, 2006 

▪ The Insecticide Act 1968. 

(C) Water 

▪ The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, Rules and Amendment, 1977, 

1978, 1982.  

▪ The Coastal Regulation Zone Notification 1991. 

▪ The Oil Fields (Regulation and Development) Act 1984.  

▪ The Merchant Shipping Act, 1970.  

▪ The River Boards Act 1965.  

▪ The Indian Fisheries Act 1897. 

(D) Air  

▪ The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act 1981; Rules and Amendment, 

1982,1983, 1987.  

▪ The Factories Act 1948 and Amendment 1987.  

▪ The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act 1986.  

▪ The Indian Boiler Act 1923. 

• Land  

▪ The Urban Land (Ceiling and Regulation) Act 1976.  

▪ The Model Regional and Town Planning and Development Law 1985.  

▪ Provision in State Acts on Town and Country Planning. 

▪ The Industries (Development and Regulation) Act and Amendment 1957, 1987. 

▪ The Mines and Minerals (Regulation and Development) Act and Amendment 1957, 

1984. 

▪  The Coal Mines (Conservation and Development) Amendment Act 1985. 

(E) Others 

▪ The Hazardous Waste (Management and Handling) Rules1989,2003,2008 

▪ The Bio-Medical Waste (Management and Handling) Rules1988,2003  

▪ The Municipal Solid Wastes (Management and Handling) Rules2000  

▪ The Plastics Manufacture and Usage Rules,1999 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
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▪  The Noise Pollution (Regulation & Control) Rules,2000 The Batteries (Management 

and Handling) Rules,2001 

▪  Environmental Impact Assessment Notification,2006 National Environmental Policy, 

2006 

▪  Fly Ash Management Rule, 2008 

▪ Coastal regulation zone notification, 2011 

IV. BRIEF ON FEW IMPORTANT ACTS 
(A) The water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974: 

It was adopted to provide for the prevention and control of water pollution, as well as the 

maintenance or restoration of the country's water's wholesomeness. In order to carry out the 

aforementioned aims, it has also been allowed for the establishment of Pollution Control 

Boards for the prevention and control of water pollution. This Act was passed in response to 

resolutions passed by some Indian states under Article 252(1) of the Constitution. In the first 

instance, this Act was applicable to all Union Territories and the following States: Assam, 

Bihar, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 

Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tripura, and West Bengal, whose legislatures had passed the relevant 

resolution. 

(B) Central and State Pollution Control Boards 

▪ The provisions for the formation of these two bodies are set forth in Sections 3 and 4 

of this Act, respectively. 

▪ Sections 13-15 of this Act additionally include provisions relating to joint boards. 

Sections 16 and 17 detail the roles and responsibilities of these two boards. 

▪ The provisions for board directives are found in Section 18 of this Act. Section 18 states 

that the Central Board is bound by any written orders issued by the Central Government. 

Second, any state Board shall be bound by any written orders issued by the Central 

Board or the State Government. First and foremost, if there are already some orders in 

the same aspects, the orders of the Central Government take precedence over the orders 

of the state governments. 

(C) Powers Provided to Central Pollution Control Board (“CPCB”) 

▪ Section 33 A: The board has the authority to apply to the courts for a restraining order 

against those who have been apprehended. 
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▪ Under this provision, the central pollution board has the authority to issue orders 

directing the closure, ban, or regulation of any industry, operation, or process, as well 

as the interruption or regulation of the supply of energy, water, or any other service. 

▪ Section 37 A: Borrowing powers of board: A board may borrow money from any 

source, with the agreement of the federal government or, as the case may be, the state 

government, for the fulfilment of all or any of its functions under the Water Act, 1974, 

by way of loan, bonds, or debentures as it sees fit. 

(D) Powers Provided to State Pollution Control Board ("SPCB") 

▪ Section 19: Power of the State Government to limit the Act's implementation. 

▪ Section 20: Information-gathering authority: Any person who, in the view of the state 

board, is extracting water from any such stream or well, or is found to be discharging 

sewage or trade effluents into any such stream or well, may be ordered to comply. 

▪ Section 21:  It mainly talks about Power to take samples of effluents & procedure to be 

followed in connection therewith. 

▪ Section 23: Entry and inspection powers: According to this clause, any person 

authorised by a state board to act in this capacity has the right to enter any place at any 

time, with whatever aid he deems necessary, for the purpose of executing and 

determining any of the functions and the modes of accomplishing them. 

▪ Section 25: Power to impose restrictions on new outlets & new discharge: This section 

discusses the steps involved in establishing any industry, process, or treatment and 

disposal system, or any extension or addition thereto, that is likely to discharge effluents 

into streams or wells, as well as the steps involved in putting any new or altered outlet 

for discharge into service and starting any new sewage discharge. The Supreme Court 

concluded in case M.C. Mehta v. UOI2, that the financial capability of the tanneries is 

not a significant criterion for ordering them to build up primary treatment plants, and 

so the State pollution control board cannot grant consent for the tanneries to continue 

operating. The Supreme Court explicitly said in the case of A.P. Pollution Control 

Board v. M.V. Nayudu3, that the prohibition under section 25 of this Act extends even 

to freshly opening industries that are in the process of being set up. As a result, when 

establishing new industries, authorisation from the SPCB is required. 

▪ Section 27: The authority to reject or revoke consent for the formation of any industry, 

and so on. The SPCB will not give its authorization to the establishment of any industry 

 
2 AIR 1988 SC 1037. 
3 AIR 1995 Orissa 218. 
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if the process does not meet all of the board's requirements. These conditions may be 

reviewed from time to time. 

▪ Section 30:  It provides the State Board the power to carry out certain works. 

▪ Section 32: Power to carry out emergency operations in case of pollution of streams or 

wells. 

▪ Section 33:  The power has been given under this section to make application to courts 

for restraining apprehended pollution of water in streams or wells: According to this 

provision, the SPCB may apply to a court not lower than a metropolitan magistrate or 

a Judicial magistrate for an order restricting a person who is liable to cause pollution 

from doing so. 

▪ Section 33A: power to give directions. In case, Associated Trades v. State of West 

Bengal4: Before granting an order of closure of industry under Section 33A of the 

Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, the court decided that the SPCB 

should give industry an opportunity to take any remedial measures for the purpose of 

water pollution prevention and control. 

▪ Sections 41-45A of this Act deal with fines, while Section 46 deals with offender 

names, Sections 46-48 with offences recognised under this Act, and Section 49 with 

the cognizance of offences under this Act. 

(D) The Air (prevention and control of pollution) Act 1981 

 This Act was passed to provide for the prevention, control, and abatement of air pollution, as 

well as the establishment of Pollution Control Boards at the national and state levels to carry 

out the aforementioned objectives. This Act signifies the ratification of an international 

agreement with significant constitutional significance. The Act was passed to put into effect 

the conclusions made at the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, which 

India attended in Stockholm in June 1972. Unlike the Water Pollution Act of 1974, the Air 

Pollution Act covers the entire Indian territory. 

▪ Sections 4 and 5 of this Act provide provisions for the establishment of Central and 

State boards, respectively. 

▪ Sections 16 and 17 of this Act discuss the functions of the Central and State Boards, 

respectively, while section 18 of this Act deals with the competence to issue directives. 

▪ Penalties are dealt with in Sections 37-39 of this Act, while offences are dealt with in 

Sections 40-41, and cognizance of offences is granted in Section 43. Section 39 (as 

 
4 1996 AIHC 2795. 
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revised in 1987) provides that anybody who violates any of the Act's provisions or any 

order or directive issued under the Act for which no penalty is given elsewhere in the 

Act is subject to imprisonment for up to three months or a fine of up to 10,000 rupees, 

or both. 

▪ Section 52 of this Act gives it precedence over all other laws, with the exception of the 

Atomic Energy Act of 1962. 

(E) The Environment (Protection) Act 1986 

The Environment Protection Act of 1986 established a framework for environmental protection 

and enhancement. The Environment Protection Act provided the foundation for investigating, 

planning, and executing long-term environmental safety requirements, as well as establishing 

a system of prompt and adequate response to environmental threats. The Environment 

(Protection) Act of 1986 was enacted as an umbrella law that provides a comprehensive 

framework for environmental protection and enhancement. Environmental conservation and 

enhancement require a comprehensive framework. In terms of responsibilities, the Act and its 

accompanying Rules are required for obtaining environmental clearances for certain types of 

new or expanded projects (as defined by the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification, 

2006) and for submitting an environmental statement to the State Pollution Control Board.  

The Central Government is empowered under Section 3 of this Act to take steps to protect the 

environment and improve its quality. The Central Government has the authority, under Section 

6 of this Act, to establish rules on any of the matters mentioned in Section 3. Section 25 of the 

Act adds to this power by granting the Central Government the authority to adopt rules on 

specific matters. However, as required by Section 26, all rules must be submitted before 

Parliament. 

(F) The National Environment Tribunal Act 1995 
The Tribunal established by this Act has the authority to decide on issues such as compensation 

for a person's death or injury, property or environmental damage, and any other matter stated 

in the schedule. The idea of no-fault liability has guided the provision of compensation under 

this Act. 

A Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Judicial, and Technical Members should make up the 

Tribunal. The tribunal's powers may be exercised by the benches beneath it. A Judicial Member 

and a Technical Member must make up a bench. The Tribunal will not be constrained by the 

procedures outlined in the Code of Civil Procedure, but will be led and governed by natural 

justice principles. 
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(G) The National Environment Appellate Authority Act, 1997 

The Act establishes a National Environment Appellate Authority, which hears complaints 

concerning the restriction of areas in which industries, operations, or processes, or groups of 

industries, operations, or processes, may not be carried out, or may be carried out only under 

specified conditions. The Environment (Protection) Act of 1986 established several limits and 

criteria as safeguards. 

(H) The National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 

The National Green Tribunal Act of 2010 was enacted with the goal of establishing a National 

Green Tribunal (NGT) for the effective and timely resolution of issues involving environmental 

protection and forest conservation. 

(I) The Indian Forest Act, 1927 

This Act has Consolidated the law relating to forests, the transit of forest-produce and the duty 

leviable on timber and other forest produce. 

(J) The Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 

The Wild Life (Protection) Act of 1972 was enacted with the goal of providing efficient 

protection for the country's wildlife as well as controlling issues such as poaching, smuggling, 

and illegal trading in wildlife and its derivatives. 

(K) The Forest Conservation Act, 1980 

The Forest Conservation Act of 1980 was enacted in order to aid and enhance India's forest 

conservation programme. It severely limited and regulated the use of forest land for non-forest 

purposes without prior consent from the Central Government. 

(L) The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition Of Forest 

Rights) Act, 2006 

This Act recognises and provides a framework for the rights of forest-dwelling Scheduled 

Tribes and other traditional forest dwellers over the forest regions occupied by them.    

(M) Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 

 The Public Liability Insurance Act of 1991 was enacted with the goal of compensating victims 

of accidents that occur as a result of handling dangerous substances. The Act will apply to all 

owners who are involved in the manufacture or handling of hazardous chemicals. 

(N) The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 
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 India's endeavour to implement the objectives expressed in the United Nations 

Convention on Biological Diversity ("CBD"), 1992, which affirmed states' sovereign 

rights to use their own biological resources, resulted in the Biological Diversity Act of 

2002. 

V. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATIONS & 

REGULATIONS IN INDIA 
• As the world's third-largest emitter of greenhouse gases, India is under intense 

international pressure to meet the Kyoto Protocol's targets. India's substantial 

environmental legislation appears to have had little impact on lowering pollution and 

Green House Gas emissions. The Indian government is hesitant to implement its own 

air and water pollution rules.  

• According to environmental enthusiasts, the enforcement of present environmental 

legislation in India is sporadic and uneven. 

• Despite the fact that India has many environmental regulations on air and water 

pollution that are similar to those in other industrialised countries, the lack of 

enforcement has alarmed the international business community, as it appears to provide 

Indian businesses with a significant cost advantage. 

• Clean Development Mechanism projects were formed in India, and as of 4 January 

2016, India accounted for 1593 of the 7685 projects registered by the CDM executive 

board, ranking second in the world, according to the study, with China taking the lead 

with 3764 projects. 

VI. SOME LANDMARK CASES 
• TN GODAVARMAN v. UOI5 : The Supreme Court has stated that the urgency to 

conserve the species stems not only from natural factors, but also from man's failure to 

safeguard other living beings. 

• MC Mehta v. Union of India6:  In the case of the Shriram Gas Leak, which involved 

a leak of oleum gas that caused significant environmental harm to Delhi residents, the 

Supreme Court ruled that the amount of damages awarded must be commensurate to 

the polluter's ability and willingness to pay. In the Bhopal Gas Tragedy, however, the 

Supreme Court strayed from this test. 

 
5 AIR 2012 SC 1254. 
6 SCR, 1987, (1)819. 
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• MC Mehta v. Kamal Nath, Others7:  It has been held that The Public Trust Doctrine 

is based on the notion that certain resources, such as air, water, sea, and forests, are of 

such tremendous value to the general public that making them a subject of private 

ownership would be utterly wrong. 

• Vellore Citizen’s Welfare Forum v. Union of India8:  The polluter pays principle has 

been designated an essential aspect of sustainable development by the Supreme Court. 

VII. CONCLUSION 
There are no means for any legislation unless it is effective, and that legislation must be 

implemented successfully, and public awareness is a necessary requirement for effective 

implementation. In recent years, we have seen a significant increase in Indian legislation 

relating to environmental preservation. As a result of these changes, India today has a 

comprehensive legal framework. These laws have been created in the fields of water, air, land 

use, forests, and wildlife, and in keeping with other countries in the region, India has also 

enacted the Environment (Protection) Act 1986 as an umbrella legislation. This Act is India's 

most comprehensive piece of environmental legislation to date, and it is considered to play an 

overarching role in the framework. 

Between the Stockholm Conference and the Rio Declaration, India's institutional structure has 

changed dramatically. As a result, India has established a solid organisational framework for 

environmental preservation, as well as legislation, policies, and initiatives. Two judicial 

entities, the National Environment Tribunal and the National Environment Appellate 

Authority, have been established as part of the legislative framework. Both of these 

organisations are one-of-a-kind in that they have been given particular powers and jurisdiction 

to deal with environmental issues. However, India needs to enhance its legislative procedures 

and severely enforce its enforcement measures in order to achieve a proper and effective legal 

framework, and it will undoubtedly overcome the barriers and hurdles that stand in the way of 

environmental protection. 

***** 

  

 
71997, 1SCC:388. 
8 AIR SCC 1996, 212. 
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