
Page 1349 - 1359                 DOI: https://doij.org/10.10000/IJLMH.113462 
 

 

 

 

   

  

  

 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LAW 

MANAGEMENT & HUMANITIES 

[ISSN 2581-5369] 

Volume 5 | Issue 4 

2022 

© 2022 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow this and additional works at: https://www.ijlmh.com/ 

Under the aegis of VidhiAagaz – Inking Your Brain (https://www.vidhiaagaz.com/) 

 

This article is brought to you for “free” and “open access” by the International Journal of Law Management 
& Humanities at VidhiAagaz. It has been accepted for inclusion in the International Journal of Law 
Management & Humanities after due review.  

  
In case of any suggestions or complaints, kindly contact Gyan@vidhiaagaz.com.  

To submit your Manuscript for Publication in the International Journal of Law Management & 
Humanities, kindly email your Manuscript to submission@ijlmh.com. 

https://doij.org/10.10000/IJLMH.113462
https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/publications/volume-v-issue-iv/
https://www.ijlmh.com/publications/volume-v-issue-iv/
https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.vidhiaagaz.com/
mailto:Gyan@vidhiaagaz.com
mailto:submission@ijlmh.com


 
1349 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [Vol. 5 Iss 4; 1349] 
  

© 2022. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities   [ISSN 2581-5369] 

National Education Policy: A New Light on 

Indian Education System 
    

PRITI
1 

         

  ABSTRACT 
Education is the most basic and yet very essential part of human life as it develops the moral, 

intellectual, and spiritual aspects of humans. The expansion was always seen in education 

to meet the rapidly changing environment. The Indian education system has undergone 

several changes starting from the Vedic period to the Mughal and British periods. Former 

Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi's cabinet implemented the first education strategy in 

1968. The second education policy was developed by the Rajiv Gandhi government in 1986, 

with minor changes made by the Narasimha Rao administration in 1992. In the post-1990s 

period, a significant shift was seen in higher education but expansion during this period 

took place in the private sector which mostly benefitted the privileged class. After this, no 

invaluable change has occurred in education. In such a situation, this new education policy, 

which came after 34 years, seems to show a glimpse of a new light. In this article, I want to 

depict the changes brought in the education policy and the direction given to society from 

the social point of view. 

Keywords: New education policy, invaluable, digital education, vocational, professional 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 
The national education policy, which replaced the earlier National Policy of 1986, was approved 

by India's union cabinet on July 29, 2020, with the goal of transforming India into a knowledge-

based society and worldwide knowledge superpower by 2030. The day was seen as a historical 

day for the Indian education system as it has most probably opened the gateway of development 

and achievement to the nation by altering the structure of primary, high, and research education 

systems in India. It focuses on the tactics that are required to foster research and innovation 

across all disciplines in order for India to become a worldwide research and development center. 

The document was submitted by distinguished scientist Padma Vibhushan, Dr. K. 

Kasturirangan, who is the chairman of the New Education Policy 2020, after a long detailed, 

and rigorous consultation (nearly 2 lakh ideas from 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats, 6600 Blocks, 

6000 ULBs, and 676 Districts). 2The draft tends to create a holistic, flexible, multidisciplinary, 

 
1 Author is an M.Phil Research Student at School of Social Science, University of Delhi, India. 
2 https://www.aicte-india.org/sites/default/files/nep2020.pdf 
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and skills-based education to boost opportunity in the 21st century. It is a comprehensive 

document addressing all levels of education. It focuses on lowering dropout rates in middle and 

high schools, as well as introducing a multidisciplinary approach to higher education. It also 

aims to bring out each student's unique potential abilities. In order to collaborate on the 

education sector, the federal and state governments will each invest 6% of the country's GDP 

in it.  

II. EARLIER EDUCATION AND POLICIES 
Education as a process has evolved in one way or another since the evolution of the human race 

and has been passed from generation to generation. Education during the early period was 

totally informal in nature, their objectives were to just fulfill the immediate needs pertaining to 

bodily wants and to enhance the level of comfort. With the growth of civilization, the need for 

formal education for the development of the individual as well as the society was realized and 

gradually education got institutionalized. Like any other aspect of life, education is also a 

complex political, social, economic, and cultural issue that has become widely debatable among 

scholars since the work of Durkheim on education in the late nineteenth century. In India, after 

independence two major policies were introduced in education. The Indian government, 

through its many departments, develops and revises educational policies. Various agencies of 

the federal and state governments formulate educational programmes in accordance with the 

constitution's stipulations. In the event of a disagreement, policies formulated by central 

government agencies have national authority and take precedence over policies formulated by 

states. These rules have a direct impact on the educational landscape and aid educational 

administration by eliminating uncertainty and ambiguity.  

The first education policy was introduced in the year 1968. The Indian Education Commission, 

chaired by D.S. Kothari, issued a report in 1966 that covered all elements and levels of 

education. It served as a framework for reforming India's whole educational system. It 

suggested that all children from 6 to 14 get free compulsory education. There were additional 

policies governing status, teacher education, language development, and educational 

opportunity equality, among other things. However, it developed a national 10+2+3 education 

structure that is distinctive and integrated. The National Policy on Education (NPE) was created 

in 1968 as a result of discussions and deliberations on these ideas. By 1975, the 10+2+3 system 

had been implemented across the country as a result of a consistent educational design. 

The second policy on education came in the year 1986 later it was accompanied by the 

Programme of Action (1992). They both took seriously the problem of universalizing 
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elementary education. NPE, 1986 advocated for a National System of Education, which would 

entail that all students, regardless of caste, creed, locality, or sex, have access to equivalent 

education up to a certain level and that the government would launch suitably funded initiatives 

to achieve this. By attention to the individual needs of those who have been denied equality, 

NPE, 1986 places a high value on eliminating gaps and equalising educational possibilities. 

Adult education policies have been developed to strengthen the cause of adult education through 

a variety of structured adult and continuing education programmes. It also emphasized on 

distance education. The National Open University was opened in all parts of the country to 

facilitate students and to make education a lifelong process. Rural universities were also 

established on the lines of Mahatma Gandhi's ideals in order to minimise the rural-urban divide. 

The World Bank, UNDP, and UNICEF have all undertaken international efforts to alleviate the 

NPE and POA's concerns. 

III. STRUCTURAL CHANGES IN NEW EDUCATION POLICY 
According to Durkheim, education is vital in the socialisation of children because it helps them 

grasp society's common ideals, which helps to bring together a diverse group of people. 

Schooling, he believes, allows youngsters to internalize the social rules that let society function. 

Durkheim (1956:17) writes, “Education is the influence exercised by the adult generation on 

those that are not yet ready for social life. its object is to arouse and to develop in the child a 

certain number of physical, intellectual, and moral states which are demanded of him by both 

political society as a whole and the social milieu for which he is specifically destined.” 3 New 

education policy too realized the criticality of early years so to enhance the role of education in 

children’s life emphasis was given to early childhood care. 

School Education 

The fundamental goal in school education is to guarantee universal access at all levels of 

education, from pre-primary to secondary school, with a 100 percent gross enrolment ratio 

(GER) by 2030. This aspect will be achieved by providing infrastructural facilities and 

innovative centers. To avoid dropouts in schools counselors or well-trained social workers will 

be hired who can continuously work with students and their parents to ensure that all children 

are attending school. Critical thinking and experiential learning will be emphasized in the 

curriculum. There is no strict distinction between the arts and sciences. All subjects are given 

equal weight. NCERT and SCERTs will develop high-quality textbook resources in all 

 
3 Sociology of Education, Indira Gandhi National Open University, New Delhi, September 2021. 
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languages. 

With the emphasis on early childhood care and education, the 10+2 school curricula structure 

is replaced by a 5+3+3+4 curricula structure. 

I 3- 8 years of age Foundation Stage • 3-5 years: catered by 

Anganwadis and pre-

schools, it is used to develop 

the mental faculties of a 

child 

• 5-6years: play-based 

curricula, prepared by 

NCERT, discovery-based 

learning 

• 3 years of pre-primary 

followed by class 1 and class 

2 

• Here education will be 

carried out jointly by: 

❖ Ministers of HRD 

❖ Women and Child 

Development 

❖ Health and Family 

welfare 

❖ Tribal Affairs 

II 8-11 years of age Preparatory Stage • 3 years of education 

building on the discovery, 

play, and activity-based 

learning 

• Introduction of some light 

textbooks 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
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• Interactive classroom 

learning 

III 14-15 years of age Middle Stage • Subject teachers for learning 

and discussing abstract 

concepts 

• Experiential learning within 

each subject 

• Explorations of relations 

among different subjects 

IV 14-18 years of age Secondary Education 

Stage 

• Four years of 

multidisciplinary study 

• Emphasis on critical 

thinking 

• Greater attention to life 

aspirations 

• Flexibility to choose 

subjects 

Higher Education 

Higher education has risen dramatically in the post-independence era. With India's transition to 

a knowledge economy and society, an increasing number of young Indian students are likely to 

pursue higher education. This policy anticipates a full renovation and re-energization of the 

higher education system in order to address the system's previous issues and provide high-

quality higher education that is equitable and inclusive. To achieve full access, more HEIs 

should be established and expanded in underserved areas. By 2030, every district will have at 

least one large interdisciplinary HEI in or near it.  Steps must be done to build high-quality 

higher education institutions, both public and private, that offer instruction in local/Indian 

languages or in a bilingual format. The goal is to raise the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher 

education, including vocational education, from 26.3 percent in 2018 to 50% by 2035.4 While 

a number of new institutions may be created to fulfill these objectives, existing HEIs will be 

 
4 Verma, Dr & Kumar, Adarsh. (2021). New Education Policy 2020 of India: A Theoretical Analysis. International 

Journal of Business and Management Research. 9. 302-306. 10.37391/IJBMR.090308. 
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consolidated, expanded, and improved to a great extent. The structure of higher education is as 

follows: 

I Under Graduation 3 or 4 years • Multiple exit options 

• Certificate after completing 

one year 

• A diploma certificate after 

two years of study 

• Bachelor's degree certificate 

after a three-year 

Programme 

• After completion of 4-year 

multidisciplinary 

Bachelor’s Programme  a 

Degree with Research is 

awarded 

• An academic bank of credit 

for digitally storing the 

Academic Scores of 

students 

II Post- Graduation 1 or 2 years • It is a 2-Year Programme 

• The second year is 

completely devoted  to 

research for those who have 

completed 3-year 

Bachelor’s Programme 

• 4- years Bachelor’s 

Programme will continue to 

have one year's Master’s 

Programme 

II Research Stage 3 to 4 years • M.Phil is discontinued 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
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I • For undertaking a Ph.D. 

❖ Four years of 

Bachelor's Degree 

with Research or 

❖ Two year’s Master 

Degree 

• Eight credit course work in 

education/teaching/pedagog

y in their field of subject 

    

Higher education of Commissions (HECI) has four bodies:  

1) National Higher Education Regulatory Council (NHERC): This body will operate as a 

regulator for the higher education industry, including teacher education. 

2) General Education Council (GEC): The GEC will provide a framework for desired learning 

outcomes in higher education programmes, as well as work on standardization. 

3)National Accreditation Council (NAC): These organizations are accredited and will operate 

primarily on the basis of basic standards such as public transparency, good governance, and 

results. 

4)Higher Education Grants Council (HGFC): This organization helps colleges and institutions 

with funding. 

IV. OTHER AREAS OF FOCUS 
• Professional Educations 

Agricultural education, as well as other related fields, will be revitalized. Institutions that 

provide agricultural education must directly benefit the local community. Agricultural 

technology parks will be established to encourage technology incubation and diffusion, as well 

as the use of sustainable methods. For future lawyers and judges, legal education should explore 

giving bilingual education. On a set of well-defined parameters, healthcare education will be 

evaluated at regular intervals. All students of allopathic medical education must have a 

fundamental understanding of Ayurveda, Yoga, Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, and Homeopathy 

(AYUSH), as well as vice versa. In all forms of healthcare education, there will be a far larger 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
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emphasis on preventative healthcare and community medicine.5 

• Digital Education 

Educational programmes will be provided 24 hours a day, seven days a week in a number of 

languages to fulfil the needs of the student population, in order to combat digital disparities. 

Digital content will need to reach instructors and students as much as possible in their medium 

of instruction, with a heavy emphasis on content in all Indian languages. Virtual laboratories 

will be created using existing e-learning platforms such as DIKSHA, SWAYAM, and 

SWAYAMPRABHA, ensuring that all students have equal access to high-quality practical and 

hands-on experiment-based learning opportunities. The idea of giving enough access to SEDG 

students and teachers via appropriate digital devices, such as tablets with pre-loaded content, 

will be researched and developed. Teachers will receive extensive training in learner-centric 

pedagogy as well as how to use online teaching platforms and technologies to become high-

quality online content developers. The teacher's role in promoting active student involvement 

with the topic and with one another will be emphasized. 

Vocational 

In earlier civilizations, occupational skills were learned inside the family, but as the division of 

labour became more complex, an education system evolved to pass on the skills needed to 

perform the multiple specialised, occupational responsibilities. With this in mind in NEP 

emphasis has been given to Vocational Education. It sets a target to expose 50% of enrolled 

learners to vocational education, through higher education institutions and schools, by 2025. It 

will be introduced and integrated into all higher educational institutions and secondary schools 

by the coming decade. Academic institutions which provide vocational education have to 

collaborate with Polytechnics, ITIs, local businesses, hospitals, farms, and NGOs. As per NEP 

2020, higher education institutions will provide vocational education to the students as per their 

own capacity or in collaboration with industry. The Ministry of education will set up a National 

Committee for Integration of Vocational Education and spread awareness through social media 

and ICT. 

V. POSITIVE IMPACTS OF NEP 2020 
This concept, which places a strong emphasis on multidisciplinary education and industrial 

education, is planned to completely overhaul India's educational system by 2030. Changes in 

the school system are likely to be seen in the next two to three years, with the policy going into 

 
5 https://www.ugc.ac.in/pdfnews/5294663_Salient-Featuresofnep-Eng-merged.pdf 
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effect in June 2020. Some of the beneficial impacts of the New Education Policy are: 

• The 5 + 3 + 3 + 4 system is predicted to produce a new generation of intellectuals in the 

next few years, thanks to innovations in educational pedagogy and curriculum.  

• this policy has made education a lifelong learning process. The introduction of Adult 

education encourages adults to enroll and begin or complete their education which 

remained incomplete due to certain reasons. 

• No rigid separation between subjects makes students comfortable in choosing subjects 

of their interests. The multidisciplinary approach to syllabi guarantees that students 

thrive in the disciplines they choose. It is believed that all institutions will become 

multidisciplinary by 2040. 

• Multiple exit choices in bachelor's courses will save time that would have been wasted 

previously. It will also allow students to gain experience and skills by working 

someplace in the meanwhile and then continuing afterward. 

• In modern society where change enters very rapidly, it seems worthwhile to link the 

infusion of technology and online learning with mainstream education. 

• The enhancements to the National Scholarship Portal encourage students to perform 

academically well, while scholarships increase enrollment percentages in institutions. 

• Professional education modifications are certain to increase the quality of the workforce 

in India. 

• The promotion of value-based education and education of music art and literature in all 

colleges will promote the growth of  Indian culture. 

• The introduction of vocational courses in schools will lead to a skilled workforce in 

India. 

• Self-evaluation of students at their own pace makes this policy student-centric. It also 

lays stress on the cognitive skills of the student. 

VI. SUBSTANTIAL CHALLENGES OF NEP 
Every physical thing and thought that we have or have strived for it in our life has seen sudden 

challenges in its implementation. The same can be seen in National education policies. Some 

challenges are: 

• This strategy appears lucrative, but it lacks specific financial resources or any financial  
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structural mechanisms to meet the mammoth goals of universal pre-primary education by 2025 

and 100 percent GER in primary education by 2030. As a result, the private sector can play a 

larger role in facilitating finance and infrastructure, but the government must also defend the 

interests of impoverished students, as private businesses are motivated by profit maximization.  

• In rural India, where basic technology infrastructure is lacking, implementing the new 

Education Policy of 2020 will be difficult. 

• Beating the stigma associated with adult education will be a major task, and as a result, 

adult courses may be difficult to establish across the country. 

• Qualified elementary school teachers are currently in short supply. In this context, the 

National Education Policy 2020 advocates for the creation of a primary education system. Over 

time, students and teachers will need to adjust to the new learning system. 

• The centralization of educational authority may jeopardize cooperation federalism and 

the value of regional education. As a result, provincial governments must be involved in all 

aspects of policy development and execution. They must come forward for the implementation 

of this policy. 

• The new education plan has made it easier to gain admission to overseas universities. 

Admission to international colleges, according to some academics, is likely to be costly for the 

Indian educational system. As a result, students from poorer socio-economic backgrounds may 

find it challenging to seek higher education. 

• The establishment of a National Testing Agency (NTA) has sparked controversy. 

Although the NTA is intended to be a renowned, expert, autonomous testing organization that 

conducts entrance examinations for admissions and fellowships in higher educational 

institutions, it may actually result in universities and departments losing control over 

admissions. 

• Imparting education in regional languages can be a bit confusing as one school may 

have a student from various regions. Secondly, basic education in regional languages, later on, 

can develop challenges in adopting English as a medium of instruction. This may also lead to 

conflict with the English medium schools. 

VII. CONCLUSION 
It is commendable that the new education strategy is based on much-needed 21st-century 

standards and socioeconomic developments. This education policy is good and complete in 

itself and it seems to show a new direction to education. It is believed by educationists that if it 
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is implemented in the most successful form, then it will prove to be the best in the world of 

education. In the new changing society, education policy has come with the belief that along 

with the education, institution, India will also get a new identity. On the other hand, due to the 

arrival of foreign education institutions, it will also get global recognition. Also, The number of 

students enrolled is predicted to rise as a result of attractive scholarship offers, study methods, 

credit-based systems, and curricula. We may anticipate students to have a better lifestyle and 

opportunity if vocational programmes, art and music instruction, and aesthetics are included in 

the curriculum. On the other hand, by making education a lifelong learning process, an attempt 

has been made to create awareness among the people deprived of education through the New 

Education Policy. There seems to be some difficulty in fundraising and implementing it 

properly but hopefully, it will be handled properly. 

***** 
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