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Role of Media in Lockdown & Media Trials
in India
PALLAVI KAPUR1 AND PALAK MATHUR2

ABSTRACT
Media goes about as a reflection of what our general public is and what sort of
individuals exist in our general public. It is the main medium that keeps the country and
its public educated. It has partitioned its job for instance there is print media, web media,
and electronic media. As we likewise observe that how in correlation with more
established occasions the more youthful age has come is as yet coming progressively
forward in getting mindful and utilizing media as their voice in communicating their
assessments, proposals, suggestions, and so forth. Media like a coin has different sides to
it, a great and a terrible one, on one side media acts an operator who gives data to the
public that all ought to know about, while on the opposite side it goes about as a
distractor who takes the general population towards a dull way and digresses them from
the data and information that they ought to get and furnishes them with counterfeit news
and uneven conclusions. Here, our paper manages the job of media, and in light of
keeping the present situation of continuous lockdown in our country because of the
pandemic of Covid-19, how decidedly or contrarily the media manages it, and what are
the essential corrections important to be made in Media Law.

I. INTRODUCTION
The job of media in India would one say one is an issue that is broadly discussed constantly,
we regularly locate the very residents of our nation scrutinizing the media, how it handles,
show, and present any centre data the overall population, however, is media continually
indicating us the data in the correct manner that it appears? Is media one-sided towards
specific characters, issues, and so on.? Is media sold? Also, the primary inquiry that I'll be
managing in my examination paper is that what sort of a job is being played by the media of
our country during the essential occasions of lockdown?
Media gets its significance from a Latin word "medium", which fundamentally signifies "in
the center". Media delineates the impression of the general public that we remain, by the
1
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way, it works and the individuals that we are encircled with. The opportunity of media is a
significant piece of our general public, and it additionally goes about as a need of a vote
based country. The legislature must give its residents a stage to stand up their perspectives
and to hear others, that stage is the thing that we call as "Media". Media on one side shields
the current estimations of the popular government and on the opposite side it engages people
in general by methods of dramatization, film, music, moves, and so on. Presently, media can
be arranged into three classifications, first being Print Media which incorporates
Newspapers, Magazines, Booklets and Brochures, House Magazines, Periodicals or
Newsletters, Direct Mailers, Handbills or Flyers, Billboards, Press Releases, Books. Second
being Electronic Media which incorporates Television, Radio, and Films, and the third kind
of media are New Age Media which incorporates Mobile Phones, Computers, and the
Internet. With regards to the media business, the media fundamentally alludes to
conventional mass correspondence framework and substance generators just as different
advancements for interceded human discourse.3
This paper likewise manages the progressing circumstance of our country that is the
lockdown of the whole nation because of the pandemic of Covid-19. The lockdown started
on the 26th of March, 2020, when our Prime Minister of India declared it on National
Television. At that point, the lockdown was just expected to last till the 14th of April, 2020,
yet as the circumstance became wild the time of lockdown must be expanded. India affirmed
its first instance of crown as told by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, on 30th
January, 2020, in Kerala.

II. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF MEDIA:
The Media goes about as the fourth appendage of a popularity based framework, the other 3
being the council, official and legal executive as law-making body makes the law for the
general public, the official directs the procedure for the usage of those laws. The third organ
is the legal executive, which needs to guarantee the legitimateness of all activities and
choices done by the legislature and by the residents of our country. The fourth appendage for
example the Media needs to work inside the casing work of these rules and laws to keep up
open intrigue. This demonstrates the way that no one is above law. At the point when the
Constitution ensured opportunity of articulation and discourse to its residents, it guaranteed
that the opportunity was not entire and any articulation, by method of words, or visual, didn't
abuse any legal arrangements made by council and actualized by the official. On the off
3Role

and accountability of media in Indian Democracy- Shodhganga

© 2021. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities

[ISSN 2581-5369]

1739

International Journal of Law Management & Humanities

[Vol. 4 Iss 1; 1737]

chance that the media, be it electronic or print, surpasses its locale, it is the court's obligation
to approach to guarantee that there is no infringement of key rights by media and if there
ever is, it doesn't go unchecked. Opportunity of media, which is a fundamental piece of the
right to speak freely of discourse and articulation, likewise is basic in a majority rule
country. The duty to perceiving and giving impact to the opportunity of media lies on the
adjudicators. Indian Media comprise of a few distinct kinds of interchanges that is TV, radio,
film, papers, magazines, and Internet-based Web destinations/entries. Indian media as we
probably are aware was dynamic since the late eighteenth century with print media
ascending in 1780, radio telecom was started in 1927, and the screening of Auguste and
Louis Lumière moving pictures in Bombay were started during the July of 1895. It is known
to be among the most established and biggest media in the world. Starting in 2009, India is
among the fourth biggest transmission stations on the planet with almost 1,400 stations.
Preview of development of media in India is as beneath:

III. MEDIA AND INDIAN CONSTITUTION
The Indian Constitution is viewed as the lengthiest Constitution with the most extreme
number of revisions made to it, it includes the rights that an individual has and the rights that
are on that person. The right to speak freely of discourse and articulation is one of those
numerous rights discussed. What's more, as we burrow further we can likewise perceive how
the ability to speak freely additionally included the opportunity of media.
Article 19(1)(a) discusses the right to speak freely of discourse and articulation it is one of
those numerous rights that us as residents appreciate each waking second yet on a more
extensive note it accompanies a tremendous measure of freedom and in addition to the
limitations. The right to speak freely, articulation, and thought is one need in a country that
rehearses the idea of vote based system.
In the expressions of Justice A.N. Sen these rights are intuitive and characteristic rights of
each person. 4
As we are presently knowledgeable that the Constitution of India gives the right to speak
freely of discourse and articulation and with it likewise comes the opportunity of media. In a
nation where the majority rules system is drilled media assumes an indispensable job. It goes
about as a guide to the individuals, gives them data from current undertakings to diversion it
goes about as an extension between the legislature and the general population.

4Statement
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Ruler Mansfield has characterized the freedom of press to signify "printing without past
permit, subject to outcomes of law."5 The opportunity of the press isn't just bound to papers
and booklets, yet it additionally incorporates leaflets, and each kind of distribution which
could give data and feeling. What's more, in giving the data and assessment on all kinds of
issues, here falsehoods the significance of press media. In the ongoing years we have seen the
press develop in all kinds of way and expanding its points of view to contact the general
population as wonderfully as possible. It likewise gives an enormous stage to the individuals
to stand up their perspectives as discussions. In entire of this procedure the press additionally
assumes the job of an instructor. It has been additionally called attention to by A.D. Gorwala:
"The press instructs in two different ways for the most part, by giving the most recent news
alongside its experience and an examination. It must give entire news without predisposition,
selectivity, or twisting. In any case, the genuine magnificence of any press is to be found in
its most educative part that is to give sound remarks upon open life in the entirety of its
angles. This ought to be task of the press, a wellspring of its capacity"6
Equity Patanjali Shastri communicated a similar assessment as A.D. Gorwala and included,
"the right to speak freely of discourse and the press established the framework of all equitable
association, for without free political conversation, no state-funded training, so fundamental
for the best possible working of the procedures of famous government, is conceivable."7
In correlation with the American Constitution, our Indian Constitution doesn't make
reference to unmistakably about the freedom of the press and its privileges. What's more, as
our Constitution was embraced it has been affirmed through different decisions by different
courts working that the opportunity of the press is understood in nature. Anyway when the
rejection of opportunity of media turned into an issue and rose in the Constituent Assembly,
BR Ambedkar, on precluding the choice of privileges of the press to be referenced in the
Constitution gave out this explanation:
"The press is only another method of expressing an individual or a resident. The press has no
unique rights which are not to be given or which are not to be practiced by the resident in his
limit. The proof reader of the press or the administrator is all residents consequently, when
they decide to write in the paper, they are only practicing their privilege of the right to speak
freely of discourse and articulation. In this manner, in my judgment, no unique notice is
important to the opportunity of the press by any stretch of the imagination. Henceforth the
by Ruler Mansfield. – Role of Media in Indian Democracy.
by A.D. Gorwala. – Role of Media in Indian Democracy.
7Statement by Patanjali Shastri – Role of Media in Indian Democracy.
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option to press was remembered for the right to speak freely of discourse and articulation i.e.,
Article 19(1) (a) of the Indian Constitution. Autonomous press and control free press is pre
essential of a majority rules system. The requirement for a free press is more in a nation like
India. Without a particular article in the Indian Constitution for press or media, it was the
legal executive who defended and advanced the autonomy of the press. Now and again, it
additionally confined the equivalent in light of a legitimate concern for equity.”8
So by the announcements given out by these characters it tends to be comprehended that
considerably after the opportunity of media not getting its article in the constitution, it despite
everything goes about as the most significant organ of our country. The media additionally
appreciates an entire diverse status on the off chance that we contrast it and the residents. The
advantage which the press appreciates likewise incorporates and stretches out to one side to
distribute, destroy data, and its course.
Accordingly, as discussed prior, the Courts in its different decisions, while accommodating
the privileges of the press likewise struck down specific laws that attempted to diminish the
opportunity of the press.

IV. MEDIA AND CONSTITUTIONAL RESTRICTIONS
As we have seen in the over barely any sections that the essential thing right to the right to
speak freely of discourse is one of the significant crucial rights existing in our Constitution
and gave to the residents of our country. As my subject of the examination likewise requires
knowing the specific advantages and limitations that accompany the opportunity of media,
along these lines the elaboration on Article 19(1)(a) was fundamental. In any case, we can
likewise not overlook the way that to date there is no provision made with the thought
process to ensure the rights gave to the press. Although the courts through different decisions
which include the privileges of the press and its wellbeing has consoled that the privileges of
the press are understood in nature as been referenced in the Constitution. In any case,
presently the inquiry that has oftentimes been posed while keeping Article 19(1)(a) as a
primary concern is that the limitations that it discusses, who really can force those
limitations, and with what system can those limitations be forced?
(A) Role played by media during lockdown in 2020
As we as a whole are very much aware about the progressing across the country lockdown
that has been announced by the legislature because of the pandemic of Covid-19, there has

8Statement
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been a ton of mayhem and anxiety being seen in the country, in all the monetary areas and
among all the residents having a place with any class. With us all being bolted behind our
entryways, there is just a single safe source that can furnish us with the significant data about
at all has occurred, is going on, and may at some point or another occur in the coming
occasions, and that source is media. Media in its numerous structures, for example, news
being broadcasted on TV, on our cell phones, and different keen gadgets, a similar news is
effectively open on the papers that are being flowed strictly and with security quantifies, the
data can be additionally gotten to through web-based life, which goes about as an incredible
impact to the more youthful age, but on the other hand, is presently observed basic with the
individual's everything being equal.
Every point at whatever point ascends for conversation consistently thinks of different sides
to it, and simply like the coin has different sides, so is the situation with the media, it has
both the viewpoints, a positive and a negative standpoint. First how about we talk about the
uplifting viewpoint or the job which is being played by the media during these difficult
situations that our country is confronting, and to comprehend this better how about we recall
the general jobs that the media plays in our everyday lives, the jobs are as following:
1.

Media goes about as an instrument of articulation.

2.

Communicating with individuals.

3.

Media goes about as a fourth appendage.

4.

Media goes about as a teacher.

5.

It is accepted to get change the attitudes of individuals.

6.

It aides in publicizing and advancement of products.

7.

It aides in the working of the country, and so on.

(B) The positive role played by the media
In the wake of everything is going on and despite all the analysis that the media gets, one
can't maintain a strategic distance from the way that the media has to be sure acted like a
fourth appendage to the country. With all the new laws passing and being actualized, it lies
on the shoulders of the media to pass such data to us, residents, in the most suitable way
conceivable which our media needs to and even does strictly. Presently in these troublesome
occasions where one can't step out of the entryways of their homes the main source to be
refreshed with the present occasions is through media.
As we realize that coronavirus or Covid-19 is such one talks, examines about with
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everybody, except how could we come to think about this alarming infection that has
prompted numerous passing’s and sufferings whether contaminated or not? Presently as I
have made it understood in the above sections that media goes about as an instructor to
people in general, so the quick spread of mindfulness about the ailment, its start, and so on
was all media's doing.
The media agreed well with its activity of going about as an instructor, and speaking with the
individuals. Consistently on different news stations on TV we see that how the discussions
are led so individuals with various suppositions tell it on national TV to an enormous crowd.
New laws are being passed by the administration for a long time and the media is strictly
informing us regarding those laws. It in addition to the fact that making is mindful about the
undertakings that are occurring in our nation but at the same time is covering the status of the
lockdown that is indifferent nations, the loss of life, the recuperation rates, and the level of
the infection present there.
During circumstances such as the present different foundations of media have likewise taken
its risk to spread out some inspiration to the residents stuck at home, for example, web-based
life. One of them is for instance, a school has concocted an online networking effort to help
individuals battling lockdown dissatisfactions, which incorporates giving them a feeling of
consolation to take a gander at the brilliant side of this circumstance. The battle, is named
"COVID Kurippukal" and is sorted out by St. Teresa's College, which got its free pass on
April 14 with an empowering message from Health Minister K.K. Shylaja. The crusade
energizes and asks individuals over the State to share the positive encounters they
experienced during the lockdown. Individuals can share their encounters employing webbased social networking applications or stages, for example, WhatsApp or Instagram.9
(C) The negative role played by the media
Before the declaration of the primary lockdown which was till fourteenth April 2020, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi led a gathering with the proprietors and editors of the print and
electronic media and in less complex terms we can say that he requested that they continue
refreshing people in general and spread constructive news in regards to Covid-19.
Even though news-casting is viewed as training with no favouritism and biases and loaded
with morals however on the off chance that we talk in genuine terms tragically the majority
of the occasions it neglects to follow the standards it was expanded on. Even though a larger
part of Indian media is under a type of corporate control, other people act in any case. Even
9The
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though numerous inquiries have been risen in regards to the pandemic yet there are just
barely any wellsprings of media that have properly addressed to every one of those inquiries.
As the declaration of lockdown was very abrupt it didn't give a lot of time to the individuals
to think and afterward take normal choices. It made a massive frenzy which was for the most
part seen among the transient workers. Since the entirety of the work was closed down the
workers frantically needed to return to their homes, and many even did yet because of no
accessibility of transportation many began their excursion by walking and confronted police
severity, powerlessness, and some even lost their lives. The lockdown, has subsequently
influenced the destitute and poor the most. therefore, was more regrettable than COVID-19
for the destitute and poor people. What's more, because of what was being introduced by the
media some white collar class individuals began censuring the outsiders for their
untrustworthy conduct at this time. Be that as it may, much the same as the coin with 2 sides
two English dailies secured this fiasco with more compassion and sympathy while on other
web-based social networking stages specialists and medical caretakers were intensely trolled
when they communicated their issues about lacking defensive hardware.

V. JUDICIAL RESPONSE
The progressing lockdown because of the pandemic of Covid-19 has brought out numerous
issues, and those issues had the option to show up before us with the huge assistance of
media. Yet, there have been numerous occurrences where the media played it's barbarous
card and acted increasingly like a reprobate one such issue has been of Tablighi Jamaat and
the second being the spread of phony news. As we as a whole know about the Tablighi
Jamaat case that occurred on March 31, 2020, where various individuals went to an occasion
at Delhi's Nizamuddin, and not many of them who were adhered to there because of the
lockdown were later tried to be certain for the coronavirus contamination. This occurrence
turned into the features on each foundation of the media, the extremely following day. The
obligation of introducing this arrangement of news lay on the shoulders of the media, and
they're frightening and one-sided towards one network acquired a great deal of recognizable
change the attitudes of residents sitting at home.
Court's reaction on media spreading community hatred during pandemic:
At the point when the positive instances of coronavirus associated with Tablighi Jamaat
began expanding to various 1,445, a main Islamic association Jamiat Ulama-I-Hind, which
had a place with the Deobandi School of thought, has documented a PIL in the Supreme
Court to forestall the spread of shared disdain by the media. The PIL was documented by
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Advocate Ejaz Maqbool, the request additionally incorporated that there were numerous
ridiculous claims and phony news have activated by the media.
This specific Muslim body had sought help from the inside to the unrivaled court and service
of data and broadcasting to end this spread of phony news and mutual contempt, and a severe
move ought to be made against the individuals who are answerable for the demonstration.
The episode of Tablighi Jamaat, drew out the contempt of others against the whole Islam
people group. A ton of scorn was additionally being spread through web-based life against
the Muslims, for instance, there was a phony video spilled of Sufi devotees in mass sniffling
or Muslims licking vessels attempting to spread the disease, these were completely
proclaimed to be phony recordings.
On this issue the SC guided the media, to act with greater duty particularly during this time,
and solicited them to prevent the spread from unconfirmed or counterfeit news. Other than
this the SC made no other move to ensure the respectability of the network that was being
focused by the greater part of the media existing in our country. 10

VI. MEDIA TRIALS
There have been numerous cases where the media had taken the cases into their own hands
and declared an accused as a convict, even much before the court had already given its
decision. There have been quite infamous cases that would have led the court to declare the
accused as innocent, had it not been the wrath of the media in shaping the opinions of the
people as well as impacting the judgment of the Judiciary. A few of such cases are- The
Jessica Lal case, 2010, The Priyadarshini Mattoo case, 2006 and The Bijal Joshi rape case,
2005. This phenomenon of declaring the accused as a convict even before the court had
given its judgment, is called media trials. It is the widespread coverage of the guilt of the
accused and imposing a certain perception about him, regardless of any of the verdict given
by the court of law. Where there has been high publicity of court cases, the media has often
played an important role in creating hysteria among the viewers, making it nearly impossible
for the trial to result as a fair one.
Media Trial versus Fair Trial:
Media trials have always given rise to a certain kind of problem as it involves the tug-of-war
between two different principles which are the free trial and the free press, both in which the
public at large is generally invested. The freedom of the press is a part of democracy in any

10National
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country. This is the kind of justification, given to investigative journalism. In the cases where
leading celebrities are involved, the influence of the media could drastically change the
opinion of the "fans" of such influential celebrities. One such case has been Rhea
Chakraborty v. State of Bihar, 2020 (Sushant Singh Rajput Death Case) where media
had played a crucial role and the accused raised the issue of media trials.
Freedom of Speech Vs. Media Trials
Freedom of speech i.e. Article 19(1)(a) plays an important role in the formation of public
opinion on social, political and economic matters. Thus, it can be said that freedom of speech
is the mother of all other liberties. Complying to the statement Justice Venkataramiah of the
Supreme Court in Indian Express Newspapers (Bombay) Pvt. Ltd. v. Union of
India (1984) has iterated:
“Freedom of press is the heart of social and political intercourse. The press has now
presumed the role of the public educator making formal and non-formal education feasible in
a large scale particularly in the developing world, where television or modern
communication devices are not still available for all sections of society.” Sometimes where
there has been high publicity of court cases, the media has played a crucial role in creating
panic among the viewers, making fair trial nearly impossible. There have been grounds why
the attention of the media around certain cases is sensationally high. The grounds are:
1.

Cases could involve children or they could be so barbaric or gruesome that the media

considers it mandatory to sensationalize such cases.
2.

The case could concern a leading celebrity either as a victim or as an accused.

VII. PROVISIONS THAT NEED CHANGES IN MEDIA LAWS
In the wake of composing a paper this long, I am knowledgeable with the idea of media,
media's protected point of view, coronavirus disease, and the continuous lockdown in the
country. Our nation's one of the highlights is majority rule government and a decent vote
based system must be rehearsed and be effective when the residents have been conceded the
privilege to the right to speak freely of discourse and point out their suppositions and
philosophies with no obstruction, this privilege has been allowed to us under Article 19(1)(a)
of the Constitution of India. Alongside this one principal right, comes another that isn't
communicated in the constitution however is known to every one of us, that is the
opportunity of media. Giving opportunity to media has its points of interest and hindrances,
media goes about as the fourth significant organ of our country, and ought to be properly
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utilized and be introduced yet as we additionally see the occasions that have been occurring
from past years has indicated an alternate side of media to us. A portion of these issues is the
one-sided nature of media, individual issues, political promulgation, and focusing on specific
networks to spread negative sentiments towards those networks. There are hardly any
progressions that are required to be verified exercises led by the media, they are as per the
following:
1.

The pattern of paid news:This specific point isn't unfamiliar to us. We are

for the most part mindful and by and large conversations talk about how media is paid or
buys by a portion of the investors or ideological groups of our nation, and they pass on the
news which is supportive of them, in this way making news "paid news". This has been
going on since the media turned out to be increasingly popularized and its sole thought
process turned into its benefit. This issue could be tackled an intentional code of directed is
actualized, if all the news before being broadcasted are checked by the authorities, and there
ought to be straightforwardness and trustworthiness in all the news that is broadcasted.
2.

Opinion polls: This privilege to the right to speak freely of discourse can and

ought to be detracted from the individuals rehearsing it if that privilege is utilized for wrong
expectation. This guideline applies to the media division too, for instance before decisions an
assessment of public sentiment is led for the overall population to offer their input and the
media's main responsibility is to offer its input on the correspondence, yet it's not the
employment of the media to begin telling the individuals that who might truly win the
political race? In the previous not many years it has been seen that specific individuals
having a place with parties during political decision ask the media and pay them to promote
them, this was thought of and placed in the classification of paid news, thus the surveys
should be additionally directed.
3.

Social media and Information Technology Act, 2000: There is an area

explicitly made under the Information Technology Act, 2000, that is Section 66A which
discusses the sending of hostile of phony messages through a mechanical gadget. Even
though this arrangement was introduced in the demonstration with the honorable intentions
of ensuring the notoriety however can't accomplish its objectives and goes past the
limitations on the right to speak freely of discourse that are mandatory under Article 19(2)),
this specific Section 66A should be corrected.11

11Information

Technology Act, 2000
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Media, security, and sting tasks: Though the opportunity of the press is

much the same as our major rights ensured under Article 19(1) (an) of the Constitution of
India. The press has the privilege to unveil that data that is of open intrigue however it has no
option to meddle in the protection of people. The NBA (News Broadcasters Association)
named sting activities, for example, "ill-conceived journalistic apparatus". Legislature of
India has been prescribed a great deal of time to establish laws that protect individual
security.

VIII. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS
This paper has discussed different subjects that are of significant worry in the present
occasions by remembering the ongoing continuous occasions. The occasions have been the
worldwide pandemic due to Covid-19, the lockdown hence, the difficulty that the country is
looking all in all, and the way that all the data is being introduced by the media to the overall
population. I have likewise talked about the jobs of the media that it's playing during this
lockdown, the jobs could be separated into two classes that are certain and antagonistic, the
two constructive parts of the media that can be seen in splendid light is how it's going about
as a witness, a teacher and so on to the general population and how media on its another
stage that is web-based life, individuals are coming up on it notwithstanding old enough are
transferring, evaluating new thoughts, and reassuring others to battle against the blues of this
lockdown and keep up a normal brain and not get disappointed. Though there have been
certain jobs played by the media, on the opposite there have been negative jobs played by the
media also, and tragically the quantity of negatives covers the number of positives. Media
has been blamed so often for spreading counterfeit news, and driving open a darker way,
these allegations have never been off-base. The media has additionally acted one-sided a
great deal of times whether it was a religious issue or a political one. During the lockdown
media was found focusing on a specific network, Muslims. In my paper, I have recorded the
activity of the media which is to make individuals mindful, yet it isn't the activity of the
media to spread any kind of disdain towards anyone to the overall population. There lies
numerous duties on the shoulders of the media, yet media should act mindfully as well.
News-casting is one calling that is brimming with morals, it ought to be polished and
managed morally as well. As per me the recommendations that ought to be made in how the
media manages grave issues:
1.

The spread of phony news ought to be halted right away.

2.

Media ought to be considered responsible for whatever announcements it makes.
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3.

There ought to be legitimate usage of the media laws that exist.

4.

The number of channels that spread the sentiment of energy and harmony ought to be

expanded.
5.

A specific fragment of news shouldn't be constantly broadcasted on the TV, as it can

without much of a stretch baffle the crowd.
6.

Crime related projects ought to be confined as it can deeply affect the crowd.

7.

The media ought not to spill data that is identified with salvage activities.

8.

Media ought to keep away from live contact with casualties.

9.

Media shouldn't interfere in anybody's individual private space.

10. Private stations ought to be brought under the Right to Information, Act, 2005, so it
tends to be all around controlled by the administration.
*****
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