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The Naxalite Movement especially in 

Bengal during the Seven decade  
 

BIPLAB SARKAR
1 

      

ABSTRACT 
 

The term ‘Naxal’ or ‘Naxalite’ is derived from the name Naxalbari, a remote village in the 

district of Darjeeling in West Bengal, from where the movement had been originated. 

Naxalism is an informal name given to radical, often violent, Sino-Soviet in Indian 

Communist Movement. At first it was started with a rebel by a group of people against the 

local land-lords when a farmer was bashed by the local zamindar over land dispute. 

“Rightful redistribution of land to the working peasants”, was the aim and objective of the 

rebellion. The Naxals are considered far-left communist, supportive of maoist political 

sentiments and ideology. According to the doctrine of Naxalism the movement is not 

partially a rural, agrarian problem but it is a problem of the leading edge of the Urban 

intellegentia. Naxalism is now one of the biggest security problems faced by India.  In short, 

in this study we attempt to find out the causes and the way of solutions for Naxalite 

Movement in India. 

Keywords: A few keywords in this paper can be found as ‘Naxalism’, ‘rightful 

redistribution’, ‘ideology’, ‘revolution’, ‘Adivasis’, ‘Moaist’, ‘urban intelligentsia’,  and 

‘India’. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION  

At first the Naxalite Movement took place in a remote village in West Bengal called Naxalbari 

in 1967. A tribal youth named Bimal Kissan obtained a judicial order permiting him to plough 

his land. When he was tilling his land, the local landlords with the help of their goons and 

musclemen attacked him. Hence the local Tribal population was infuriated and led a violent 

retaliation by the Tribal community to recapture their lands. These events in  Naxalbari took 

shape of a giant rebellion and gain visibility and support across regions including West Bengal, 

Bihar, Andhra Pradesh and parts of Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh. A section of the Communist 

Party of India (Marxist) [CPI(M)] led by Charu Majumdar and Kanu Sanyal led a violent 

uprising in 1967. They tried to make a “revolutionary opposition” to the official CPI (M) 
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leadership. Revolutionary cadres of the CPI (M) counter attacked the zamindars giving rise to 

the “Naxalbari Uprising”. The uprising was spearheaded by Charu Mazumder. Thus Initially 

the movement had its center in West Bengal. But in later years it spread into less developed 

areas of rural southern and eastern India. During the last decade it has grown mostly from 

displaced Tribals and natives who were fighting against exploitation from thse whom they 

believed to be corrupt. 

“Naxal”, “Naxalite” and “Naksalvadi” are generic terms used to refer to various militant 

Communist groups operating in different parts of India under different organizational 

envelopes. In the eastern states of the mainland India they are usually known as Maoists while 

in southern states like Andhra Pradesh they are known under other titles. They have been 

declared as a terrorist organization under the Unlawful Activities Act of India 1967. The 

Government of India had made certain provisions to stop the influx and to rehabilitate the 

affected population but the problem lies on the grass root level of its implementation. 

(A) Who are Naxalites? 

Naxlite are common people who want equal social and financial status for all. Their ideology 

is clear that they are fighting opposition and exploitation to create a classless society. They 

work for the centralization of power. They just want basic for their survival; infrastructure and 

most importantly they want opportunities to grow. The Naxalites operate mostly in rural and 

Adivasi regions. They are usually found in the area where there is a forest cover. Their motto 

is to show teeth and enlarge upon their ideology and if possible support landless and poor. 

(B) Objective 

The objective of this research, is to trace the Naxalite movement in India, and assess the root 

causes of this movement, as well as study its impact on the society. 

(C) Research Methodology 

For this research paper the type of research conducted can be categorized as basic research. 

The data has been collected from secondary sources. The information has been interpreted from 

already existing works and information collected from historical sources on the topic. The 

research is descriptive in nature. The research is contextual in nature for it is the analysis of 

already existing factual information. Thus the methodology that this research follows falls 

under qualitative study, because the date has been occupied from various sources, forming its 

foundation as one belonging to the qualitative field of research. A method of ‘content analysis’ 

is exploited by the researchers in achieving the results and interpretations of this study. This 

methodology is commonly used by researchers to arrive at a conclusion by collecting 
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qualitative data from media such as documents, journals, book, excerpts etc. This research is 

constructed in such a way that the data administered is formulated according to the existing 

information of the Naxalite Movement in India. 

(D) Literature Review 

Existing literature, in the form of books, articles and documents have been referred to for the 

purpose of this project. The main sources of reference are the articles ‘The Far-Reaching 

Consequences of the Naxalite Movement in India’ by shrey Verma. The books (a) 

“Revolutionary Violence : A study of Maoist Movement in India” by Manoranjen Mohanty; 

(b) “ In the Wake of Naxalbari – A History of Naxalite Movement in India Eleven”, by Sumanta 

Banerjee ; (c) “The Naxalite Movement in India : Origin and Failure  of the Maoist 

Revolutionary Strategy in West Bengal”, by Sohail Jawaid ; have been referred to this research 

project. The existing literature fails to trace and assess the issues which led to the rise of such 

a movement. 

II. DATA ANALYSIS 
The lack of human development causes anger and resentments amongst the people. They feel 

alienated and excluded. In addition often local elites are engaged in exploiting, harassing and 

even torturing the tribal population. The Naxalites receive most support from Dalits and 

Adivasis. Together they amount for one fourth of India’s population; most of them live in rural 

India. Their causes for supporting the violent movement are manifold. Among these groups 

persists low degree of employment and qualification, new forest policies with restriction for 

their livelihoods, cultural humiliation, weak access to health care, education and power, 

restricted and limited access to natural resources, multifaceted forms of exploration, social 

atrocities, displacement and deficient rehabilitation programs, political marginalisation and 

suppression of protests. 

Mehra has underlined that the most affected States have a huge number of people facing huge 

deprivation, especially among Dalits and Adivasis. Moreover these respective states show a 

high record on crimes that are committed against the neglected groups as well as displacement 

due to economic and development projects. 

The reason for the growth of Naxalite problem could be enumerated. The slow implementation 

of land reforms is the main reason for the growth of Naxalism. Landlords frequently moved 

the court to delay implementation of these reforms. They also connived with local politicians 

and bureaucrats, making the land reform process slow and cumbersome. Land reforms failed 

in the end. 
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The social structure of society in these areas could be cited as a second reason for emergence 

of the Naxalite problem. Invariably, wherever the Naxalite problem exists, there is a poor 

section of society, with on resources to meet their quality requirements. It is correct in not 

attributing the caste or tribal structure as a reason for the problem. The poor include various 

castes and not any particular caste or group of castes. However, their poverty and lack of ability 

to improve their lot due to financial constraints by accessing education, the government 

machinery or even legal remedies remains an important factor for their supporting the 

Naxalites. 

The failure of the government to reach out to these areas is another major factor that aids the 

growth of Naxalism in these areas. The government is poor or worse, in certain places it is non-

existent. Popular schemes take long to devise but longer to important. Even while 

implementing, the benefit always reach those who are the “naves” and not those who are in 

need. 

The failure in formulation and implementation of the right scheme at the right time, and 

targeting the right people is the major problem. Despite the rise of the Naxalite problem the 

state failed to tackle it effectively by providing the needed economic and political measures. 

The state failed to perform its duties; in short, governance, or the lack of it, in these areas is a 

primary reason for the growth of the Naxalite problem. Furthermore, political interference has 

also played a significant role in the implementation of governmental schemes. 

The Indian aboriginals, known as adivasis, live these richly forested land, which are wanted 

for development by businesses. The conflict between economic progress and aboriginal land 

rights continues to fuel the Naxalite’s activities. Their strongest bases are in the poorest areas 

of India. They are concentrated on the tribal belt such as West Bengal, Orissa and Andhra 

Pradesh where locals experience forced acquisition of their land for developmental projects. 

On the other hand, the alienation that is being exploited by the Maoists had a social, communal 

and regional dimension. The battle can also be described between Indian’s most neglected 

people and the nation’s most powerful industrial businesses. The adivasis make up about 8.4 

percent of the population and live in severe poverty. They live in remote areas where 

government administration is weak and there is a lack of government services. These 

indigenous people have the lowest literary rates in the country and highest rates of infant 

mortality. 

Given this socio-economic alienation, it is easy to see how the Naxalite’s ideology is popular 

among the rural poor and indigenous tribes, and why the adivasis view the guerrillas as their 
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“saviours”. The adivasis do not feel like they have any political power to their grievances 

legitimately, and therefore, the alternative of subversive, illegal groups seem attractive. 

(A) Naxalite Movement as a Biggest threat  

The Naxalite threat is the biggest security problem for India’s future as its effects are multi-

layered. The Maoist movement highlights India’s interior weaknesses, which makes India also 

vulnerable to external threats. As part of globalisation, threats such as the Naxalite movement 

can no longer be viewed as simply internal as it also affects external security. 

The security dangers are aptly described by a former Pakistani Director General of the Inter 

Services Intelligence and his description of India’s foreign affairs. The Director General 

equated India being busy with internal security problems to having two extra Divisions in the 

Pakistan Army for free. A nation cannot effectively withstand threats coming from outside its 

country if there is instability inside it. Furthermore, globalisation has encouraged the 

emergence of non-state terrorist actors as well as international interference in each other’s 

affairs. India has been one of the victims of international and state sponsored terrorism fuelled 

by fundamentalist ideologies. 

India’s regional neighbours are also external threats. For example, in 2004, the MHA was wary 

of the “symbiotic relationship” between the Communist Party of Nepal and Naxal groups in 

India. This means having military deployed along the border. In the past, India has also been 

involved in territorial disputes with China such as over Aksai Chin. 

Another reason why the Naxalites are the biggest threat to security is because of the way the 

issue affects India’s economic development. Internal order and stability are necessary for a 

nation’s economic development. For India to continue being able to withstand outside security 

threats, it must build up its infrastructure, its defence and its people. In terms of lifting its 

citizens out of poverty, India has a long way to go, and continued economic growth is integral 

to Indian’s development as a strong global player. The Naxalite activities are using up scarce 

resources on defence and Internal security when it should be spent on areas such as social 

development. 

The Naxalite movement is also the biggest threat to India, in terms of the effects on its citizens 

and what it means for democracy and rule of law. Not only has there been a great loss of life 

since the conflict between the guerrillas and the military, but addressing the problem through 

violence risks polarising people further and driving them to subservience. The guerrilla warfare 

is a threat not only to citizens’ lives but their properties. Too impatient and desperate to wait 

for government intervention, civilians such as landlords are taking matters into their own hands. 
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As writer Navlakha noted, by portraying the Maoist as a menace and separating the Movement 

from socio-economic causes, it “allows the rich and poor divide to impose itself on a formal 

democratic structure.” 

III. THE LAWS MADE BY THE GOVERNMENT 
(A) Rehabilitation and Resettlement Policy, 2007  

The main aim of this act is to minimise the displacement of people and to promote non-

dislpacing or least displacing alternatives. The Government issued a rehabilitation policy on 

11 October 2007 for the easy displacement of people who lose their land for industrial growth. 

Under this policy land in change for land will be given, job prospective to at least one member 

of the family, vocational training and housing benefits including houses to people in rural areas 

and urban areas will be some of the benefits. 

(B) Forest Rights Act, 2006    

 The scheduled Tribe and Other Traditional Forest dwellings Act 2006 or the Forest Rights Act 

recognises the rights of the scheduled tribes and forest dwellers who have been living in the 

forests for years but their rights have still not been recognised. The Ministry of Environment 

and Forest has also allowed use of 1 hectare of land for non-forest purposes and conversion of 

kattcha roads into pakka roads. 

(C) Chhattisgarh Species Public Securities Act, 2006 

This bill provides definition of unlawful activities, declaring an organisation unlawful, 

formation of an advisory board wherever the state government feels the need for its 

establishment, procedure of the formation of the advisory board, action of the advisory board, 

penalties viz punishments even for not committing a crime, the power to notify a place being 

used for unlawful activities and taking occupation of such place thereof and revision against 

intervention by the courts. 

(D) CSPS Bill, 2005 

It provides the District Magistrate unconditional power to notify place which he thinks are 

being used for unlawful activities any prior notification. There is no requirement of production 

of anything as evidence to prove that the said place is being used for unlawful activities. It is 

just a violation of principles of natural justice as the aggrieved parties don’t even get a fair 

hearing. This bill also provides that any revision application has to be filed with the High court 

only, challenging the validity of the order of the government. This petition has to be filed within 

30 days and that no court has the jurisdiction against any decided of the court. Any kind of 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/


 
3281 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [Vol. 4 Iss 3; 3275] 

© 2021. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities   [ISSN 2581-5369] 

application or form of revision or injunction by a court or officer except for the High court the 

Supreme Court regarding any action to be taken as a follow up to the order of the government 

has been barred in this Bill. So it can be said that this bill was totally uncalled for and has only 

be brought to act as a blandishment to the people. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

Therefore’ the state must start to fight the conflict legally, minimise collateral damage, 

strengthen the leadership of the security forces and abstain from any human rights violation. 

The security forces should better start protectiong the population living within the area of 

conflict instead of merely confronting the Maoists on large scale. The Naxalite movement must 

be challenged politically by presenting better alternatives to the Maoist approach and offer new 

perspectives. In this regard the state should start addressing the basic needs of the poor and 

fulfilling its main responsibilities to deliver human development to these disadvantaged areas. 

***** 
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