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ABSTRACT 

This paper primarily deals with Myanmar’s policies against the Rohingyas since its 

inception. Rohingya people, an Indo-Aryan ethnic group, originally residing in the Rakhine 

state of Myanmar with an estimated population of 1 million comprising of majority Muslims 

and minority Hindus before 2016-17 crisis. Rohingya Muslims are facing one of the biggest 

humanitarian crisis in the present scenario. Myanmar has neither granted them citizenship 

nor considered them as an ethnic minority under its 1982 Citizenship Law. This paper 

vividly describes the role of various organs of government in the “ethnic cleansing” of 

Rohingya community. The Rohingya Muslims have faced many military crackdowns in 

1978, 1991–1992,2012, 2015, 2016–2017 and particularly in 2017-2018. On the contrary 

part, the Burmese government argues this major humanitarian crisis as killings of 

Rohingya “militants” who pose threat to the peace and internal security of the nation.  As 

a result of which, the Rohingyas have fled Rakhine state of Myanmar to its neighboring 

countries for the need of necessary humanitarian conditions. In the present day, 

Myanmar’s neighboring countries like India and Bangladesh have seen major influx of 

Rohingya population in their countries taking the status of refugees. Up till now, about 

671,000 Rohingya Muslims have fled from their homes taking refuge in adjacent nations in 

order to escape various atrocities committed by Myanmar’s police and army force. Since 

there is a continuous influx of Rohingyas in order to cater the humanitarian needs, UN has 

recently launched a Joint Response Plan for more funds. This paper encompasses the whole 

of Rohingya refugee crisis and explores its past, present and its foreseeable future. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The Rohingyas are alluded to as 'the most oppressed minority on the planet', routinely 

victimized since 1978. They're an ethnic gathering, transcendently Muslim, who have been 

casualties of supposed ethnic purging by the Burmese government, where they live in Rakhine 

State. In every way that really matters, these 1.1 million-tough individuals are stateless, having 
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been denied citizenship by Myanmar since 1982. In Myanmar, the Rohingyas are not permitted 

to go without authorization, and their opportunity of development is exceedingly controlled.  

They are denied of any entrance to advanced education, confined from common administration 

occupations, need to sign a dedication i.e. not to have multiple youngsters, and they are 

routinely exposed to constrained work.  

Considering this, the UN and Human Rights Watch have portrayed the conditions looked by 

Rohingyas as being like apartheid. On 9 October 2016, an extremist gathering professing to 

battle for the privileges of Rohingyas assaulted a few police posts in coordination, leaving 9 

cops dead. In countering, the Myanmar military started a gigantic crackdown on the towns of 

Rakhine State, deserting human rights all the while. This was the beginning of the most recent 

Rohingya emergency.  

Records recount the military utilizing helicopters to firearm down regular folks, and of tossing 

kids into consuming homes. The media and human rights bunches have not been permitted into 

the mistreated regions since November 2016, so there's no real way to find out the accurate 

number of losses. The spot has been named a 'data dark gap'.  

Because of these horrifying conditions, the Rohingyas have been compelled to escape, and the 

UN has announced that more than 600,000 of them have gambled passing via ocean or foot to 

make it to 'more secure waters'. While Bangladesh is putting forth them safe house and 

philanthropic guide briefly, the Rohingyas numbers are unreasonably vast to help for long. No 

other nation has offered to share the weight, and there has been rising enemy of Rohingya 

estimation in India too, as it's felt the state can't accommodate Indians just as the evacuees.  

For the unendingly oppressed Rohingyas nonetheless, this is simply one more knock in their 

long history of anguish. 

II. SIGNIFICANCE 

The Rohingya crisis is not just a South Asian issue, due to various violation of basic human 

rights it has shaped itself into a major global issue. The Rohingya’s issue has not only affected 

Myanmar and Bangladesh, but also other neighboring countries like India, Indonesia etc. 

This issue has taken its birth since British rule in Indian Subcontinent which extended up to 

Myanmar as well. People started migrating to Myanmar in affairs of finding employment etc. 

As a result of this, after getting independence from British Rule it took a shape of a 

demographic issue. Consequently, a feeling of anti-Muslim started prevailing throughout the 

Myanmar state and as a result of this Myanmar started discriminating Rohingyas based on their 
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ethnicity. 

Soon in 2015, this issue gained attention of foreign media and countries. As a result of this, it 

became a international humanitarian issue. This crisis has escalated from local issue to an 

international issue because of ‘strategic ethnic cleansing’ backed by the Myanmar Government. 

III. ISSUES & CHALLENGES 

After the major crackdown backed Burmese military and government in 2017, the Rohingyas 

have fled the Rakhine state of Myanmar for taking refuge in Bangladesh. As a result of which, 

the number of refugees kept on increasing. Now the estimated Rohingya refugees staying in 

Bangladesh is around 1 million. Even though Burmese Government have agreed for the 

repatriation process of Rohingyas with Bangladesh Government but now Rohingyas are 

frightened to go back to their homes supposing there might be another military backed 

crackdown waiting for them.  

Although Bangladesh has been home for the largest Rohingya refugee camps, they still cannot 

afford all of them for a longer period of time because of them having already a dense population 

and limited resources. 

(a) Nutriment Security 

The major problem faced by the Bangladesh Government currently is the food security issue. 

Bangladesh, being a third world country itself, is struggling with the major food security crisis 

of Rohingyas. It is estimated that taking care for the next four years will take around $5,000 

million. This will create huge financial crisis in Bangladesh and as a result of it, Rohingyas 

will have to suffer again. 

(b) Law & Order Issue 

After the influx of Rohingyas in Bangladesh, many conflicts have been witnessed. More than 

20 people have died due to inter and intra-group conflicts. And it is also suspected that there 

are growing ARSA (Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army) activities and it is also expected that 

they have been recruiting Rohingyas who have faced grave mental trauma due to Burmese 

military crackdown. 

(c) Forced Prostitution 

Women and children have survived horrible crimes done by Burmese military, but little did 

they know about what is waiting for them. Forced prostitution is very much prevalent in these 

refugee camps. Young girls are being bought and sold or being forced to prostitution under 

fault pretexts.  
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IV. INTERNATIONAL LAW ASPECT OF ROHINGYA CRISIS 

To preserve the human dignity of the vulnerable group, there are provisions in International 

Refugee Law which provides victims of mass persecution. 

Article 1(2) of the Protocol relating to the Status of the Refugees 1967 gives us a detailed 

account of refugee status.  

The performance of UNSC in the matter of the Rohingya Refugee case is undoubtedly poor. It 

issued a non-binding Presidential declaration between Bangladesh and Myanmar, which 

literally means nothing, as its own member viz. Russia and China are threatening to veto it 

down. 

On the other hand, Human Rights Commission has remarkably adopted Resolution 34/22 in 

the early 2017, to investigate independently about the ground reality of the crisis. The report 

of this resolution was presented in late 2017, revealing the grave humanitarian conditions in 

which Rohingyas were living in. Consequently, China held an informal meeting with Myanmar 

and Bangladesh and came to a repatriation agreement. But afterwards, Bangladesh stated that 

no Rohingya is willing to go back to Myanmar due to loss of citizenship and security issues. 

Many International Law experts have mentioned that the repatriation agreement will violate 

the basic international law concept. Regardless of criticism, both Bangladesh and Myanmar 

government signed the repatriation agreement. United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) has stated that the present situations of Rakhine state are not good for the 

Rohingyas to lead a dignified life. Although there has been already a repatriation agreement, 

but no steps have been taken to fulfill it.  

V. JUDICIAL APPROACH 

Since both Myanmar and Bangladesh are signatory to Genocide Convention, a genocide case 

is possible in the International Court of Justice under Article 9. The ICJ will be investigating 

legal accountability at the state level and the latest developments under International Criminal 

Court will focus more on individual culpability. 

According to UNHCR provisions, when a vulnerable group is declared ‘refugee’, the UNHCR 

has a responsibility to chalk out long term solutions for them and these include: 

1. Repatriation 

As earlier discussed in the paper, it refers to relocating the displaced people to their original 

place of habitation. But considering current situations in Myanmar wherein the Burmese 

military is itself involved in the genocidal crime then there is no factor of trusting the Myanmar 
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government that they will take steps for the Rohingya people to lead a healthy and dignified 

life. 

2. Local Integration 

It means to integrate the refugees as the citizens of that asylum-giving country. This process is 

humungous because it is very complex for the locals to get along with them. It may result in 

other civil war, if considerable focus is not given to them. 

3. Resettlement 

This happens when the refugees are not safe in the home country because of fear of another 

persecution, then they are shifted to a third country.  

VI. CONCLUSION 

As per our research, it can be explicitly seen that the mass persecution has been purely backed 

by the Myanmar Government and has a full support of Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Aung San 

Suu Kyi which raises a serious concern. According to UNHRC, it has been found that there are 

facts revealing the mass murder, rape and other horrible crimes done by the Burmese military. 

In every sphere, it is a strategic demographic engineering which includes extermination of 

Rohingya community by the method of ‘ethnic cleansing’. From the very start of history, it is 

quite visible that the relations between Rohingya community and Buddhist Nationalists were 

never peaceful. Myanmar never considered them as their citizen and always disgraced and 

disrespected them. But this situation is not just one-sided, there is also a terrorist group named 

Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) which rears inside the Rohingya community. And 

to destroy this terrorist group, Myanmar government justifies its crackdown on the Rohingya 

community. The Rohingya refugees are presently taking asylum in Bangladesh, which itself 

has brought many challenges to an underdeveloped nation relating food security, local issue 

etc. Being a major International Human Rights crisis, UNHRC has taken a big step in the 

repatriation agreement with both Bangladesh and Myanmar, yet no action has been taken for 

it. 

Recommendation 

As a suggestion, in our opinion, ASEAN must ratify the 1951 Convention relating to the Status 

of Refugees and stand by the principles of the conventions of basic human rights principle. 

***** 
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