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Withholding Consent to Restitution of Conjugal 

Rights: A Detrimental and Archaic Transplant 

from Rukmabai’s Case to Ojswa Pathak Case 

 
ARNAV SHARMA

1 

     

ABSTRACT 
The idea of the marriage is to set up a relationship among the husband and wife. As in line 

with the Hindu law, marriage is sacred bond and final of ten sacraments that could by no 

means be broken. It is a relationship that's installed with the aid of using birth to birth that 

even demise can't damage this relationship. It isn't most effective taken into consideration 

as sacred however additionally we name it a holy union. The most important goal of 

marriage is to make a girl and a person to carry out their spiritual duties.  

As in line with the historic writings, a girl is to be taken into consideration1/2 of the 

husband and for this reason completes him. While a person is likewise taken into 

consideration incomplete without a girl. Every Hindu person has to marry whether or not 

they're male or female. A man or woman can by no means stay a stimulating scholar and 

he did not preference an ascetic life. But he was engrained in the Shasta to marry 

consequently marriage is taken into consideration obligatory in the case of a female. 

 Marriage is sacramental in nature and is largely cascaras, so there may be no requirement 

of consent of any of the parties. And if the man or woman is a minor or an unsound mind, 

it will likely be taken into consideration as a legitimate marriage. But as in line with under 

the contract law, the settlement of someone with unsound mind or a minor is taken into 

consideration void. Section 12 says that after onus’s consent isn't received the wedding is 

taken into consideration to be void. The contemporary-day nature of Hindu marriage is 

contractual. Though it gets the best of liberty and equality. Today it's been installed 

because of the west that for marriage to be effective, there ought to be an settlement of 

voluntarily moving into it with the aid of using each the parties. Nowadays, People are 

isolating from their marriages because of motives and seeking to advantage the restitution 

of conjugal rights.  

Thus, to sum up, the Hindu marriage has now no longer remained a settlement and neither 

has it remained a sacrament. But it is able to be state dit's miles a semblance of each. And 

this studies paper wills communicate approximately restitution of conjugal rights in 

addition ahead. 

 
1 Author is a student at Asian Law College, Noida, India. 
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I. INTRODUCTION  
Marriage is a union regulation under the matrimonial legal guidelines wherein the each of the 

spouses has sure obligations and sure legal rights. It is essential in the marriage that the 

2eventsshouldstaycollectively. Two of the spouses are entitled to console each other. After the 

rite of the wedding is completed if both of the spouses withdraw himself or herself from the 

society of the alternative partner without giving an affordable excuse then the aggrieved 

celebration has complete legal right to report a petition in the district court for the restitution 

of conjugal rights. The court after listening to the petition of the aggrieved party feels convinced 

that there's no legal floor that why the application will be denied and on being absolutely 

convinced with the announcement made through the petitioner within side the petition might 

also additionally by skip a decree of restitution of conjugal rights. The restitution of the 

conjugal rights is in the section nine of the Hindu marriage act of the Hindu law and it became 

first of all used in the case of moonshee buzloor ruheem v. Shumssonissaa2 begum in 1867. 

A decree of the conjugal rights says that the responsible partner is ordered to stay with the 

aggrieved partner.  

It is the most effective treatment which may be utilized by the abandoned partner in opposition 

to the alternative. Either of the party can report a petition for the recovery in their rights to stay 

collectively with the alternative partner. But the restitution of this right may be very difficult. 

At present as consistent with the provisions available under the Indian personal legal 

guidelines, the aggrieved party can circulate on a decree of divorce after one whole12 months 

passing of the decree of and the equipped courtroom docket can by skip a decree of divorce in 

favour of the aggrieved party.  

The decree of restitution of conjugal rights might be handed within side the case of legitimate 

marriage most effective. It may be enforced through the attachment of property, and if the party 

complained in opposition to nonetheless does now no longer comply, the court might also 

additionally punish her or him for contempt of court. Under no situations the court can pressure 

the responsible partner to exemplary marriage. In present day India, the treatment is available 

to Hindus beneath section nine of the Hindu marriage act, 1955, to Muslims beneath general 

law, Christian beneath section 32 and 33 of the Indian divorce act, 1869, to parsis beneath 

section 36 of the parsi marriage and divorce act,1936 and to persons marrying consistent with 

the provisions of the special marriage act, section 22 of the special marriage act,1954. 

 
2Moonshee Buzloor Ruheem v. Shumsoonnissa Begum, 610 
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II. JUDICIAL APPROACH OF THE RESTITUTION OF CONJUGAL RIGHTS 
In the rukhma bai case it become found that on the subject of the ancient evaluation of the age 

of consent debate in India, the Rukhma bai case is among stone of the maximum scrutinized 

instances. Described as “the most well-known of the conjugal rights instances of the 19th 

century,” the case and the responses it elicited from the Indian public and the colonial country 

had been very well tested with the aid of using Sudhir Chandra. The case has additionally 

benefited from near scrutiny through numerous instructional lenses and has variously been a 

part of the research on militant nationalism, records of social reform, the relation among 

Western and Indian women's rights activists, the marital rights of Indian better halves in 

colonial India, and the failed guarantees of British imperialism.  

Rukhmabai's case captured public interest in her time, and has attracted instructional scrutiny 

since, for some exceptional reasons: First, as cited in advance, it have become a touchstone of 

mobilization for an incipient Indian nationalism. Second, Rukhmabai's trial marks a departure 

from in advance instances of restitution of conjugal rights as it have become the primary case 

to border the difficulty in phrases of female intelligent consent and sought to assignment the 

connection among age and consent as understood in Indian colonial marital regulation. Lastly, 

not like the in large part silent Hindu better halves who had up to now been the defendants in 

fits for restitution of conjugal rights, Rukhmanbai selected to articulate her discontent with the 

regulation gain and again within side the public sphere. Her letters to the home newspaper The 

Times of India and to The Times in Britain furnished first hand money owed of the plight of a 

female married for the duration of her formative years to a person she could in no way have 

selected for herself. Her trial and her writings captured the creativeness of reformers at 

domestic and abroad, with humans in India and Britain amassing price range to defray her 

protection costs. Such become the furore across the case, that everybody from the viceroy of 

India to Queen Victoria expressed a view at the trial. 

Whereas the diverse historic analyses of the case have sought to offer its socio-legal context, 

the transplantation of suits for restitution of conjugal rights into the jurisdiction of local 

marriages, specially Hindu marriage law, has now no longer been studied in depth. A look on 

the instances that set up such fits reveals the piecemeal foundation on which this method 

became undertaken. At the coronary heart of the Rukhmabai case became the connection 

among shrewd consent, or lack thereof, and fits for restitution of conjugal rights. This relation 

gave upward thrust to a chain of interrelated questions: Can suits for restitution of conjugal 

rights be enforced in opposition to better halves who had now no longer given “private consent” 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/


 
2401 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [Vol. 4 Iss 3; 2398] 

© 2021. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities   [ISSN 2581-5369] 

to their marriage? Was the consent of the bride or the groom a demand for a legitimate Hindu 

marriage? And if so, what need to be the age of consent? And how need to this age of consent 

be defined: need to it don't forget best the bodily adulthood of the girl, or need to it's constant 

at an age while she may want to fairly be predicted to offer shrewd consent to her marriage?  

The case of Dadaji Bhikaji v Rukhmabai3 became a suit for restitution of conjugal rights 

introduced ahead with the aid of using Bhikaji within side the Bombay High Court in 1884 

after numerous unsuccessful tries to persuade his spouse and her own circle of relatives that 

the couple need to cohabit. In the early 1870s, while a prepubescent Rukhmabai became best 

eleven years vintage, she became married to the 19-year-vintage cousin of her step-father, 

Bhikaji. According to the Hindu customs of the time, she became to stay together along with 

her natal own circle of relative still the age of puberty, while the garbadhanrite might be 

performed. At this point, the wedding might be without delay consummated, and he or she 

might circulate to her marital home. 

Rukhmabai's stepfather, Dr Sakharam Arjun, became a famous reformist in Bombay, who 

became in opposition to the early consummation of infant marriages. At his behest, the 

households reached an settlement in which in preference to Rukhmabai becoming a member 

of Bhikaji's household, the latter became to stay together along with her own circle of relatives 

and get hold of an schooling. Never eager on his studies, quickly after the wedding Bhikaji 

contracted tuberculosis, which allowed him to forget his schooling and upon healing he went 

off to stay together along with his uncle. It became whilst dwelling within side the latter's 

residence that he determined to method the High Court. When Bhikaji filed the suit, Rukhmabai 

became 22 years old, and taken into consideration properly beyond the age at which Hindu 

women had been to cohabit with their husbands. Many have argued, and in reality Rukhmabai 

herself believed, that once Bhikaji introduced the suiting opposition to Rukhmabai, he became 

now no longer simply waiting for her to reply him in court. He had was hoping that the general 

public scandal that ensued, and strain from the community, might be sufficient to pressure the 

hand of Rukhmabai and her own circle of relatives. However, this became now no longer to 

be. Between 1884 and 1888 Rukhmabai and Bhikaji lower back again and again to the Bombay 

courts. Rukhmabai's view became represented via way of means of the Advocate General (AG), 

F.L. Latham, and the protection suggest K.T. Telang and J.D. Inverarity; and Bhikaji became 

represented via way of means of Macpherson, bhikaji, and Mankar. Rukhmabai's trial departed 

from preceding instances for restitution of conjugal rights in vital ways. First, the difficulty of 

 
3DadajiBhikaji vs Rukhmabai (1885) ILR 9 Bom 529 
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the dearth of a wife's consent to a wedding finished in her formative years became sought for 

use as a protection in opposition to a suit for restitution of conjugal rights. Second, the AG and 

the protectionsuggest sought to discredit such suits inside Hindu law. They tried to accomplish 

that via way of means of the use of a -pronged method of highlighting the overseas nature of 

such suits and the reality that they had been unsupported via way of means of any authority 

inside Hindu law; and via way of means of stressing the difference between “restitution” and 

“institution” of conjugal rights. They argued that although suits for restitution of conjugal rights 

had currently turn out to be familiar inside Hindu law, in an unconsummated marriage which 

include Rukhmabai's, the courts had been being requested to behave out of doors their 

authority, due to the fact they had been now no longer enforcing “restitution,” however in 

reality ordering the “institution” of conjugal rights. 

In September 1885, Justice Pinhey of the High Court observed in want of Rukhmabai. He held 

that due to the fact she had by no means lived together along with her husband, Bhikaji became 

now no longer pleading for the “restitution” of conjugal rights, however their “institution,” an 

concept for which the choose couldn't discover any English authority. However, Rukhmabai's 

victory became short-lived and in early 1886 the Bombay Appeal Court reversed Pinhey's 

decree via way of means of conserving that Hindu marriages did now no longer require the 

consent of the bride or the groom, and again the case to the High Court for a choice at the 

deserves of the case. At its 2ndlistening toon the High Court in 1887, the judgment went in 

favour of Bhikaji, with Rukhmabai being ordered to pay the prices of each events for the 

original case and to visit her husband or face 6 months’ imprisonment. Finally, a compromise 

became performed at some stage in the second one enchantment in July 1888, with Bhikaji 

agreeing to forgo his conjugal rights for a widespread financial payment. Before I continue to 

my evaluation of the Rukhmabai case, it's far crucial to deal with the criminal belief of 

restitution of conjugal rights and the way it got here to be implemented to Hindu marriages in 

India. 

In the case of Harvinder Kaur v. Harmander Singh Choudhary4, the judge stated that 

intercourse become the simple strefrain of the preceding judgment while he believed that 

intercourse is simply one in each of the factors of habitation, now no longer the sumumbonum. 

He consequently believed that it to be a false impression to hold that the restitution of legal 

right well-grooved “the starkest kind of governmental invasion” of “marital privacy”. It in 

reality become command to now no longer be offending of Articles fourteen and twenty one 

 
4Harvinder Kaur vs Harmander Singh Choudhry AIR 1984 Delhi 66, ILR 1984 Delhi 546, 1984 RLR 187 
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of the Constitution. This view become accompanied with the aid of using the Supreme Court 

inside the case of Saroj Rani v. Sudershan Kumar, 5wherein the courtroom docket aforesaid 

that the decree for restitution of conjugal rights gives the husband and spouse a risk to settle up 

the problem amicably. It allegedly serves a social motive as an resource to the trouble of break-

up of the wedding. The court considers the governmental intrusion into the bed room in their 

matrimonial residence instead casual. 

In the case of Ojswa Pathak6, Under the regulation on restitution of conjugal rights, a partner 

is entitled to a decree directing the opposite to sign up for him/her of their matrimonial domestic 

and resume cohabitation. The complaining partner can hotel to coercive measures along with 

attachment of property, if the opposite partner willfully disobeys a courtroom docket order for 

restitution of conjugal rights. Maintaining that validity of a regulation needs to be examined 

consistent with the converting times, law college students from Gujarat have challenged the 

constitutional validity of regulation on restitution of conjugal rights. The Supreme Court on 

Friday issued be aware to the Centre on a petition hard courts’ strength beneath neath the Hindu 

Marriage Act and the Special Marriage Act to direct “restitution of conjugal rights” of an 

estranged couple. Petitioners Ojaswa Pathak and Mayank Gupta—college students of Gujarat 

National Law University, Gandhinagar—challenged Section nine of the Hindu Marriage Act 

and Section 22 of the Special Marriage Act, which empower courts to direct the partner who 

has withdrawn from the society of the opposite with none affordable excuse to renew conjugal 

relations. A three-choose Bench headed with the aid of using Chief Justice of India Ranjan 

Gogoi requested the Centre to reply to the petition which stated those legal guidelines dealt 

with girls as “chattel” and have been violative of essential rights, consisting of the right to 

privacy. 

The legal framework placed a disproportionate burden on women as it was based on feudal 

English law, which regarded a woman as “chattel” of her husband, the petition said, adding the 

UK itself abolished restitution of conjugal rights in 1970. 

Terming the court-mandated restitution of conjugal rights as a “coercive act” at the part of the 

state, the petitioners contended that it violated one’s sexual and decisional autonomy, right to 

privacy and dignity blanketed beneath existence and private liberty assured with the aid of 

using Article 21 of the Constitution. 

 
5Smt. Saroj Rani vs Sudarshan Kumar Chadha 1984 AIR 1562, 1985 SCR (1) 303 
6Ojswa Pathak case 
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“The provisions for restitution of conjugal rights are facially impartial inasmuch as they permit 

each the husband and the spouse to transport court. However, in impact, they're deeply 

discriminatory towards women. The inevitable impact of the availability needs to be visible in 

mild of the deeply unequal familial electricity systems that succeed inside Indian society,” 

stated the petition. Asserting that the proper to cohabit become an intimate non-public choice, 

the petitioners stated the 2 provisions beneath HMA and SMA requiring someone to cohabit 

with some other towards his/her loose will went towards an individual’s right to privacy. 

III. CONCLUSION 
It is clear from a close examination of the case that Rukhmabai, Latham, and Pinhey were 

attempting to change the way that consent was understood within Hindu marital law by arguing 

that lack of consent of a bride to her marriage should be allowed as a defense against a suit for 

restitution of conjugal rights brought against her. In addition, through her stress on education 

and desire for age of consent to be raised to 15 to allow the girl to partake of an education, 

Rukhmabai did not just want consent to be a precondition to a valid marriage; she wanted the 

law to only recognize informed and intelligent consent in such cases. However, by accepting 

that Hindu marriage was a sacrament and not a contract, and that the courts could not just grant 

a suit for restitution of conjugal rights within Hindu marriage, but could go as far as to institute 

such rights against a non-consenting wife in an unconsummated marriage, the Appellate Court 

effectively removed the idea of intelligent consent from the legal understanding of Hindu 

marriage for decades to come.  

Following an official inquiry in response to Malabari's campaign, in 1886 an attendant 

resolution of the Governor-General in Council stated the government view that no 

administrative or legislative action needed to be taken on the issue. Indeed, nothing else was 

done until Phulmonee Dasi's death in 1889 led to a renewed debate on the minimum age of 

consent. The debate about consent within an infant marriage turned instead into a debate on the 

ills of premature consummation of a valid marriage. This, in turn, led to the passing of the Age 

of Consent Act 1891 where even the architect of the act, Andrew Scoble, noted that although 

girls were probably not mentally competent enough to give consent before the age of 14, the 

minimum age of consent was to be determined by supposed physical competency alone. The 

age of consent was therefore fixed at 12 and continued to remain so well into the twentieth 

century. 

***** 
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